
Terrorism 

Introduction to the topic 



Questions to discuss: 

• - Why is the problem of global terrorist threat 

urgent today? 

• - What is terrorism? 

• - What are the main causes of terrorism? 

• - What should be done to prevent terrorism? 

 



New vocabulary 

• Terror, terrorism, act of terrorism, (suspected) terrorist, to 

terrorize, (right-wing/left-wing) extremist, extremist 

group, (Muslim/Christian) fundamentalist, kidnapping, to 

kidnap, car/letter/parcel/time bomb, bomb attack, to 

bomb smth., to blow up, to explode, hijack, hijacking, 

hostage, to take/hold smb. hostage, to 

take/execute/release hostages, to wound, to injure, 

(innocent) civilian. 

 



Match the words in Column A with their 

definitions in Column B. Make up your own 

sentences with these words. 

1.ransom a. to make a bomb explode 

2. surveillance b. the act of forcing someone illegally to give you something, 

especially money  

3. cell c. to prevent someone from doing what they are trying to do 

4. to plot d. a small group of people who are working secretly as a part of larger 

organization 

5. explosive e. done or kept secret 

6. suicide bomber f. a close watch kept by the police on a person or place because they 

may be connected with criminal activities  

7. to set off g. to make a secret plan to harm a person or organization, especially a 

political leader or government 

8. extortion h. a substance that is used in making bombs 

9. clandestine i. someone who hides a bomb on their body and explodes it in a public 

place, killing himself or herself and other people, usually for political 

reason 

10. to thwart j. an amount of money that is paid to free someone who is held as a 

prisoner 



Key 

1.j; 2.f; 3.d; 4.g; 5.h; 6.i; 7.a; 

8.b; 9.e; 10.c 



Match the words in Column A with the words 

in Column B to make up word combinations. 

 

A B 

1. assassination a) bombings 

2. suicide b) extremist 

3. take smb. c) ransom 

4. claim d) hostage 

5. terrorist e) a bomb 

6. a wave of f) attempt 

7. right-wing g) responsibility 

8. shoe h) cell 

9. demand a  i) bombing 

10. to plant j) bomb 



Key 

 1. f; 2.a; 3.d; 4.g; 5.h; 6. i; 

7.b; 8.j; 9.c; 10.e  



 
Complete the sentences, translate the word combinations in 

brackets from Russian into English, using the following words: 

casualty/victim;  to hold negotiations;  global terrorist threat; 

to cooperate/unite efforts; to be concerned about 

 

• 1. Nowadays the international community (объединяет 

усилия) in the battle against (угрозы международного 

терроризма). 

• 2. People who are injured or killed are called (жертвы). 

• 3. Prime Minister Vladimir Putin (провел переговоры) 

with Prime Minister of India M. Singh. 

• 4. The survey results showed that a majority of 

respondents (обеспокоены) about a possible terrorist act. 

 



Кеу 

 1. unites/cooperates efforts; 

global terrorist threat; 2. 

victims/casualties; 3. held 

negotiations; 4. are concerned 



Read the text. Use the words given in capitals at the 

end of each line to form a word that fits in the space 

in the same line.  

Terrorism is a term used to describe violence or other (1)________ 

acts committed against (2)____________ by groups or persons for 

political or other ideological goals. Most (3)_____________ 

of (4)_________ include only those acts which are intended to create 

fear or “terror”, are perpetrated (совершаются) for a (5)_____ 

goal, 

deliberately (преднамеренно) target “noncombatants”. 

Terrorism is sometimes used when attempting to force political 

change by: convincing a (6)____________ or population to agree to 

demands to avoid future harm or fear of harm, destabilization of an 

(7)_______________ government, motivating a disgruntled 

(рассерженный) population to join an uprising, escalating a conflict 

in the hopes of disrupting (разрушение) the status quo.  

HARM 

CIVIL 

DEFINE 

TERROR 

POLITICS 

 

 

GOVERN 

EXIST 



Key 

1. harmful; 2. civilians; 3. 

definitions; 4. terrorism; 5. 

political; 6. government;  

7. existing 



What are the main 

causes of terrorism? 

• psychological, 

• ideological,  

•  strategic. 
 



What other steps should or could 

be taken to prevent terrorism? 
• In order to enter the USA, people will be fingerprinted. 

However, antiterrorism forces in Bali, Britain, the US and 

Istanbul have found most terrorists live in the country 

they attack. 

• Some airlines have employed sky marshals 

(полицейский, сопровождающий самолет) to fly in 

planes and attack terrorists if they attempt a hijacking. 

• The British government is considered providing 

information about terrorism to every house in the UK. 

 



Responses to terrorism 

• adding traffic barriers 

• target hardening 

• to increase intelligence and surveillance activities 

• the use of force and violence 

• the use of negotiation 

• the use of international conventions 

 



The above-stated problems cannot be 

solved without some special 

international organizations. 
 

 

 

1. Who is the Secretary General of the UNO at the moment?  

2. UNESCO is a part of the United Nations. What do these letters stand 

for? What is it concerned with? Where is it based?  

3. UNICEF is a part of the United Nations. What do these letters stand 

for? What is the aim of this organization?  

4. What is the function of the UN peace-keeping force?  

5. What are the permanent members of the UNO?   

6. Which of the two comprises more countries: the General Assembly 

or the Security Council?  

 

 

 



Key 
• 1. Ban Ki-Moon of South Korea, assumed the post on the first of January, 2007 

• 2. UNESCO – United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (Организация 

ООН по вопросам образования, науки и культуры), an organization that provides support in 

education, science and culture, especially for poorer countries) 

• 3. UNICEF - United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund (Фонд ООН помощи 

детям), an organization that helps children in the world suffering from diseases and hunger) 

• 4.  The UN peacekeepers (often referred to as Blue Berets) help countries torn by conflict create 

the conditions for lasting peace. They monitor and observe peace processes in post conflict areas. 

In other words, their primary task is to maintain international peace and security. 

• 5. People's Republic of China, the French Republic, the Russian Federation, the United Kingdom, 

and the United States of America.) 

• 6. The General Assembly is the only body in which all UN members are represented. The General 

Assembly occupies a central position in the operation of the United Nations. The Security Council, 

the most important powerful part of the United Nations, which is responsible for making sure that 

countries behave peacefully towards each other, and for deciding what the United Nations should 

do if countries go to war. It is a committee of the permanent members (the US, the UK, Russia, 

France, and China) and ten other members who change every two years. Recently, many countries 

have suggested that there should be more permanent members of the Security Council, such as 

Japan and Germany.) 


