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I. ТЕОРЕТИЧЕСКИЙ  РАЗДЕЛ 

 

1.1. КРАТКИЙ КОНСПЕКТ ЛЕКЦИЙ 

 
PART 1. PHYSICAL AND HUMAN GEOGRAPHY OF THE UK. 
Physical geography.  Area. Climate. Natural resources. National Parks. Demo-
graphic overview. 

Physical geography 

The United Kingdom is a country in northwestern Europe; it lies northwest of France, across a body 
of water called the English Channel. 

The land is divided into a highland region and a lowland region. The highlands occur north and 
west of a line from the Tees River, in northern England, to the Exe River, in the southwest. The 
lowlands lie to the south and east. 

All of the highland region and most of the lowland region were glaciated during the last Ice Age. In 
the highlands the massive sheets of ice scoured and eroded the land, leaving rounded summits and 
barren rocky areas. On the lowlands they left extensive deposits of clay, sand, gravel, and other gla-
cial material. 

Highland Britain. Highlands are the predominant features of Scotland, Northern Ireland, Wales, and 
western and northern England. The highest and roughest sections are the Grampian Mountains and 
the Northwest Highlands of northern Scotland. Ben Nevis, reaching 4,406 feet (1,343 m) in the 
Grampians, is Britain's highest peak. 

Lowland Britain is largely flat to gently rolling, although there are some uplands and some long, 
rather sharply rising escarpments. Low-lying areas include the Midlands (a plain), the London ba-
sin, and the Vale (valley) of York. The upland areas, variously called hills, downs, and wolds, in-
clude the Cotswold and Chiltern hills, the North and South downs, and the wolds of North York-
shire, Humberside, and Lincoln 

Many of the coastal areas of lowland Britain are lined with cliffs, sand and pebble beaches, and re-
claimed tidal land. At Dover, the North Downs end abruptly in magnificent white chalk cliffs, over-
looking the Strait of Dover. 

The entire lowland region has long been the most productive and populous part of Britain. 

 

Climate 

Britain lies at about the same latitude as the southern half of mainland Canada, yet its climate is ex-
ceptionally mild. The influence of the ocean is the dominating factor. Virtually all year, westerly 
and southwesterly winds bring the moderating influence of the North Altantic Current inland, 
warming the land in winter and cooling it in summer. Drizzles and light showers, much cloudiness 
and fog, and frequent changes in the weather are also characteristic. 

Throughout most of Britain, except in the mountainous areas, temperatures average about 38° to 
43° F. (3° to 6° C.) during the coldest months (January and February) and 58° to 63° F. (14° to 17° 
C.) during the warmest months (July and August). The southwestern peninsula of England has the 
mildest winter weather, temperatures averaging substantially above those of the rest of the nation. 



Annual precipitation, which varies with topography and exposure to the Atlantic, ranges from as 
much as 200 inches (5,080 mm) in the more mountainous areas to as little as 18 to 20 inches (460 to 
510 mm) in the extreme southeast. Most of the lowland areas receive 25 to 40 inches (640 to 1,020 
mm) a year. Very little of the precipitation falls as snow except in the more mountainous areas. 

Natural resources 

What are Britain's Natural resources? 

Coal, petroleum, natural gas - found in the British sector of the North Sea, zinc, tin, limestone, iron 
ore, salt, slate, clay, chalk, gypsum, lead, silica, arable land, etc. 

Coal 

Britain has large deposits of coal, mined for more than 300 years. For most of the 19th and 20th 
centuries, coal was Britains's richest natural resource, meeting most of the nation's requirement for 
energy. Areas like south Wales, central Scotland, the north of England (the Midlands, Merseyside, 
Manchester, West Yorkshire and Newcastle) and London were important industrial centers. 

Oil and Natural Gas  

Oil and gas was formed from the remains of animals and plants that lived millions of years ago in a 
marine (water) environment before the dinosaurs. Oil and gas were discovered under the North Sea 
during the 1960s and new supplies are still being found today. Gas has been particularly important 
in replacing coal as a fuel for generating electricity. 

Wind Power  

 In the UK, the majority of electricity is generated by a mix of fossil fuels and nuclear power, re-
leasing millions of tonns of carbon dioxide into the environment. The business of generating elec-
tricity from the wind is growing fast as the world looks for cleaner ways to produce energy. Miner-
als (non- renewable resources) 

Britain has relatively few mineral resources. Zinc, tin, iron ore, and copper are all produced in small 
quantities. 

National Parks 

The UK has 15 National Parks. These parks are not truly National Parks according to the interna-
tionally accepted standard of the IUCN.  

National parks of the United Kingdom are a devolved matter with each of the countries of the Unit-
ed Kingdom having its own policies and arrangements. There are 15 of these managed areas of out-
standing landscape where habitation and commercial activities are restricted, with 10 in England, 3 
in Wales and 2 in Scotland.  

All 15 National Parks share two statutory purposes: to conserve and enhance the natural and cultur-
al heritage of the area, and to promote understanding and enjoyment of the special qualities of the 
National Park by the public.  

Demographic overview 

According to the 2011 census, the total population of the United Kingdom is around 
63,182,000.[1] It is the third-largest in the European Union (behind Germany and France) and the 
22nd-largest in the world. Its overallpopulation density is one of the highest in the world at 674 
people per square mile, due to the particularly high population density in England (currently over 
1000 people per square mile). Almost one-third of the population lives in England's southeast which 
is predominantly urban and suburban, with about 8 million in the capital city of London, the popu-
lation density of which is just over 13,400 per square mile.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_park
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/IUCN
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Devolution
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Countries_of_the_United_Kingdom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Countries_of_the_United_Kingdom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Landscape
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/England
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wales
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scotland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Census_in_the_United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Demography_of_the_United_Kingdom#cite_note-2011census-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Population_density
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London


PART 2. HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN 

Ancient Britain 

Britain has not always been an island. It became one only after the end of the last ice age.  The tem-
perature rose and the ice cap melted, flooding the lower-lying land that is now under the North Sea 
and the English Channel. Our first evidence of human life is a few stone tools, dating from one of 
the warmer periods, about 250,000 BC. There were two different kinds of inhabitants. The earlier 
group made their tools from flakes of flint, similar in kind to stone tools found across the north Eu-
ropean plain as far as Russia. The other group made tools from a central core of flint, probably the 
earliest method of human tool making, which spread from Africa to Europe. From about 50,000 BC 
a new type of human being seems to have arrived, who was the ancestor of the modern British. 
These people looked similar to the modern British, but were probably smaller and had a life span of 
only about thirty years. Caves in Somerset, Devon, Derby Shire and Kent have shown the traces of 
occupancy from the mid Paleolithic period some 35-40,000 BC left by Neanderthal man. Around 
10,000 BC, as the Ice Age drew to a close, Britain was peopled by small groups of hunters, gather-
ers and fishers. They seemed to have followed the herds of deer which provided them with food and 
clothing. These people are usually referred to Old Stone Age Men. Britain was part of the continent, 
a wide plane joined England and Holland in which the Thames and the Rhine met together and 
flowed to the North.  At the end of the second last Ice Age  (6000 BC) Britain became an island. 
The temperature rose, the ice melted, flooded the lower line land which is now under the North Sea 
and the English Channel. About 3000BC Neolithic (or New Stone Age) people crossed the narrow 
sea from Europe in small round boats of bent wood covered with animal skins, each could carry 1-2 
persons. They probably came from either the Iberian (Spanish) peninsula or even the North African 
coast – they are called Iberians. They were small, dark, and long-headed people, and may be the 
forefathers of dark-haired inhabitants of Wales and Cornwall today. After copper and tin were dis-
covered the men found the way to blend them and make bronze. The infiltration of bronze tools and 
weapons from the continent spread for many centuries. This time is called the Bronze Age. After 
2400 BC new groups of people arrived in southeast Britain from Europe. They were round-headed 
and strongly built, taller than Neolithic Britons. They spoke Indo-European language.  It is not 
known whether they invaded by armed force, or whether they were invited by Neolithic Britons be-
cause of their military or metal-working skills. Their influence was soon felt and, as a result, they 
became leaders of British society. They accepted many of the old ways and mixed with local peo-
ple. Their arrival is marked by the first individual graves, furnished with pottery beakers, from 
which these people get their name: the “Beaker” people. They seem to have brought a single culture 
to the whole of Britain. They also brought skills to make bronze tools and these began to replace 
stone ones.  

There are monuments that remained: after 3000 BC they started building great circles of earthworks 
and ditches. Inside they erected wooden dwellings and stone circles – hedges. They were the centre 
of religious, political and economic power. Stonehenge was built in 3 stages near Salisbury in South 
England. It was started 2600 BC. The largest of the stones weigh 50 tons. People didn’t use metal 
and their tools were made of stone, bone and wood. It was finished 600 years later. 

Stonehenge 1 is a rectangle surrounded by a circular ditch. Outside it stood a very big stone called 
the Heel stone. The builders also dug 56 little holes (Aubrey) in a circle round the rectangle. Stone-
henge 2 was started 200 years later. They brought about 80 stones called “bluestones” and put them 
into a horseshoe in the middle of the rectangle. They weight about 5 tons each. Stonehenge 3 is 
what we can see today. They took down the Stonehenge 2 horseshoe and put up a circle of a new 
kind stone – Sarsen stone inside they built a Sarsen horseshoe. Some of them weigh 50 tons and the 
stones placed on top weigh 25 tons. They put some of the bluestones back between the outer circle 
and horseshoe. The bigger people added a new circle of 30 stone columns this time connected with 
stone graves or cross pieces. The richest graves of the Beaker people are found near. Stonehenge 
remained the most important centre until 1300 BC. From this time power shifted to the Thames val-



ley and South-East Britain. Hill forts replaced hedges as the centres of local power and most of 
them were found in the South- East. Also a number of better designed bronze tools and swords were 
found in this region which shows that local people were more highly developed in crafts and war-
fare. 

The Roman Conquest 

The name “ Britain ” comes from the word “ Pretani ”, the Greco-Roman word for the inhabitants 
of Britain. The Romans mispronounced the word and called the island “ Britannia ”.  

Julius Caesar first come to Britain in 55 BC. Ten thousand men crossed the channel. The Celts saw 
their ships approaching and attacked in the sea. The Celts made a great impression on the Romans 
who saw them for the first time in battle. The native tribes were ruled by kings. Society was divided 
into a warrior aristocracy and agricultural commons. The 3d group – Druids-priests. They were 
characterized as quarrelsome, having bonds within the tribes and in intertribal warfare. It was not 
until almost a century later, in 43 AD, that a Roman army actually occupied Britain.  

The Roman emperor Claudius sent an army to Britain .The Romans were determined to conquer the 
whole island. The Romans considered the Celts as war-mad, “high spirited and quick for battle”, a 
description some would still give the Scots, Irish and Welsh today.  The Romans established a Ro-
mano-British culture across the southern half of Britain, from the river Humber to the river Severn. 
The Romans could not conquer “Caledonia”, as they called Scotland, although they spent over a 
century trying to do so. At last they built a strong wall along the northern border, named after the 
Emperor Hadrian who planned it. At the time, Hadrian’s wall was simply intended to keep out raid-
ers from the north. But it also marked the border between the two later countries, England and Scot-
land. Eventually, the border was established a few miles further north. Roman control of Britain 
came to an end as the empire began to collapse. The first signs were the attacks by Celts of Caledo-
nia in 367 AD. The Romans legions found it more and more difficult to stop the raiders from cross-
ing Hadrian’s wall. 

In 409 AD Rome pulled its last soldiers out of Britain and the Romano-British, the Romanised 
Celts, were left to fight alone against the Scots, the Irish and Saxon raiders from Germany.  

The most obvious characteristic of Roman Britain was its towns, which were the basis of Roman 
administration and civilization. Many grew out of Celtic settlements, military camps or market cen-
ters. There were three different kinds of town in Roman Britain, two of which were towns estab-
lished by Roman character. These were the coloniae, towns peopled by Roman settlers, and the mu-
nicipia, large cities in which the whole population was given Roman citizenship. The third kind, the 
civitas, included the old Celtic tribal capitals, through which the Romans administered the Celtic 
population in the countryside. At first these towns had no walls. Then, almost every town was given 
walls. The Romans left about twenty large towns of about 5,000 inhabitants, and almost one hun-
dred smaller ones. Many of these towns were at first army camps. These towns were built with 
stone as well as wood, and had planned streets, markets and shops. Outside the towns, the biggest 
change during the Roman occupation was the growth of large farms, called “villas”. These belonged 
to the richer Britons who were, like the townspeople, more Roman than Celt in their manners. 

It is very difficult to be sure how many people were living in Britain when the Romans left. Proba-
bly it was as many as five million, partly because of the peace and the increased economic life 
which the Romans had brought to the country. The new wave of invaders changed all that. 

The Anglo-Saxon Conquest 

The invaders came from three powerful Germanic tribes, the Saxons, Angles and Jutes. The Jutes 
settled mainly the Kent and along the south coast, and were soon considered no different from the 
Angles and Saxons. The Angles settled in the east, and also in the north Midlands, while the Saxons 
settled between the Jutes and the Angles in a band of land from the Thames Estuary westwards. The 



Anglo-Saxons migrations gave the larger part of Britain its new name, England, “the land of the 
Angles”. 

The British Celts fought the raiders and settlers from Germany as well as they could. However, dur-
ing the next hundred years they were slowly pushed westwards until by 570 they were forced west 
of Gloucester. Finally most were driven into the mountains in the far west, which the Saxons called 
“Weallas”, or “Wales”, meaning “the land of the foreigners”. Some Celts were driven into Corn-
wall, where they later accepted the rule of Saxon lords. In the north, other Celts were driven into the 
lowlands of the country which became known as Scotland. Some Celts stayed behind, and many 
became slaves of the Saxons. Hardly anything is left of Celtic language or culture in England, ex-
cept of the names of some rivers, Thames, Mersey, Severn and Avon, and two large cities, London 
and Leeds. 

The strength of Anglo-Saxon culture is obvious even today. “Days of the week were named after 
Germanic gods: Tig (Tuesday), Wodin (Wednesday), Thor (Thursday), Frey (Friday). New place-
names appeared on the map. The first of these show that the earliest Saxons Villages, like the Celtic 
ones, were family villages. The ending –ing meant folk or family, thus “Reading” is the place of the 
family of Rada. Ham means farm, ton meant settlement. Birmingham, Nottingham and Southamp-
ton, for example, are Saxon place-names. Because the Anglo-Saxon kings often established settle-
ments, Kingston is a frequent place-name.”. 

 The Anglo-Saxons established a number of kingdoms, some of which still exist in country or re-
gional names to this day: Essex (East Saxons), Sussex (South Saxons), Wessex (West Saxons), East 
Anglia (East Angles). By the middle of the seventh century the three largest kingdoms, those of 
Northumbria, Mercia and Wessex, were the most powerful. 

The Saxons created institutions which made the English state strong for the next 500 years. One of 
these instructions was the King’s Council, called the Witan. The Witan probably grew out of infor-
mal groups of senior warriors and churchmen to whom kings like Offa had turned for advice or 
support on difficult matters. By the tenth century the Witan was a formal body, issuing laws and 
charters. It was not at all democratic, and the king could decide to ignore the Witan’s advice. But he 
knew that it might be dangerous to do so. For the Witan’s authority was based on its right to choose 
kings, and to agree the use of the king’s laws. 

The Saxon divided the land into new administrative areas, based on shires, or countries. These 
shires, established by the end of the tenth century, remained almost exactly the same for a thousand 
years. “Shire” is the Saxon word, “country” the Norman one, but both are still used. Over each shire 
was appointed “sheriff” (the king’s local administrator). 

Anglo-Saxon technology changed the shape of English agriculture. The Celts had kept small, square 
fields which were well suited to the light plough they used, drawn either by an animal or two peo-
ple. This plough could turn corners easily. The Anglo-Saxons introduced a far heavier plough which 
was better able to plough in long straight lines across the field. It was particularly useful for culti-
vating heavier soils.  

The Saxons settled previously farmed areas. They cut down many forested areas in valleys to farm 
the richer lowland soil, and they began to drain the wet land. As a result, almost all the villages 
which appear on eighteenth-century maps already existed by the eleventh century.  

King Alfred The Great 

As the fifth son of the king of the West Saxons, Alfred probably never expected to take the throne 
himself. He appears to have shown an interest in learning from a young age, but his early education 
was more likely focused on the military training young men of rank commonly received in the ninth 
century. 

In 868 Alfred accompanied his brother, King Aethelred I, in assisting King Burgred of Mercia 
against Danish forces (Vikings) that had conquered East Anglia the year before. Instead of fighting, 



the Danes made peace, but three years later they invaded Wessex. Alfred once again accompanied 
his brother, this time in several battles. In April of 871 Aethelred died, possibly of wounds received 
in battle, and Alfred succeeded him as King of Wessex. 

Although Alfred did not defeat the Danes, a peace agreement was struck. The Danes attempted no 
attacks for about five years, possibly because of the intensity of Alfred's resistance. Alfred wisely 
began reinforcing old strongholds and building new ones, reorganizing his army, and constructing 
and using ships for defense as early as 875, a move that would later prove a significant advantage 
against further aggression. He also established friendly diplomatic relations with other English 
kingdoms and the Welsh. 

The Danes resumed their attacks on Wessex in 876, and after several unsuccessful battles they es-
tablished themselves at Chippenham in 878. The West Saxons submitted, but Alfred himself did 
not, harassing the Danes from a fort in Somerset and clandestinely assembling an army. In May of 
878 he won a resounding victory at the Battle of Edington. The Danes surrendered, and their king 
Guthrum was baptised with Alfred as his sponsor. Guthrum and his people then settled in East An-
glia. 

Relative peace prevailed for several years. In 885 Alfred repelled an invasion of Kent by yet anoth-
er group of Vikings. A year later Alfred captured London; this bold move encouraged all the Eng-
lish not currently under Danish rule to accept him as their king. Later, Alfred's son would find the 
control of London advantageous in his reconquest of territory still under Danish control. In 892 an-
other invasion occupied Alfred; his resistance wore down the encroachers until they gave up in 896. 

Alfred was not only a great military leader but an able administrator and a ruler with foresight. He 
promulgated important laws, limiting the practice of blood feuds and taking steps to protect the 
weak. He also promoted learning and literacy, inviting scholars from neighboring nations and Eu-
rope to his court during the lulls in fighting. 

King Alfred encouraged his subjects to learn to read English, and saw to it that books were made 
available in the language. He even learned Latin and translated some important works into English 
himself, including The Consolation of Philosophy by Boethius and Pastoral Care by Pope Gregory 
I. And, though there is no direct proof of his involvement with the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, it was 
begun in his reign, and it may have had its genesis in the atmosphere of learning he created. 

A valuable biography of Alfred was written by Asser, a Welsh scholar, while the king was still alive 
and flourishing. The exact date and circumstances of the death of Alfred the Great remain unclear.  

The Vikings  

Towards the end of the eighth century new raiders were tempted by Britain’s wealth. These were 
the Vikings, a word which probably means either “pirates” or “the people of the sea inlets”, and 
they came from Norway and Denmark. Like the Anglo-Saxons they only raided at first. They burnt 
churches and monasteries along the east, north and west coasts of Britain and Ireland. London was 
itself raided in 842. 

In 865 the Vikings invaded Britain. It was clear that the quarrelling Anglo-Saxon kingdoms could 
not keep them out. This time they came to conquer and to settle. The Vikings quickly accepted 
Christianity and did not disturb the local population. By 875 only King Alfred in the west of Wes-
sex held out against the Vikings, who had already taken most of England. After some serious de-
feats Alfred won a decisive battle in 878, and eight years later he captured London. He was strong 
enough to make a treaty with the Vikings. Viking rule was recognized in the east and north of Eng-
land. It was called the Danelaw, the land where the law of the Danes ruled. In the rest of the country 
Alfred was recognized as king. During his struggle against the Danes, he had built walled settle-
ments to keep them out. These were called burghs. They became prosperous market towns, and the 
word, now usually spelt borough, is one of the commonest endings to place names, as well as the 
name of the until of municipal or town administration today. 

http://historymedren.about.com/library/who/blwwboethius.htm
http://historymedren.about.com/library/who/blwwgreg1.htm
http://historymedren.about.com/library/who/blwwgreg1.htm


By 950 England seemed rich and peaceful again after the troubles of the Viking invasion. But soon 
afterwards the Danish Vikings started raiding westwards. The Saxon king Ethelred decided to pay 
the Vikings to stay away. To find the money he set a tax on all his people, called Danegeld, or 
“Danish money”. It was the beginning of a regular tax system of the people which would provide 
the money for armies. The  effects of this tax were most heavily felt by the ordinary villages, be-
cause they had to provide enough money for their village landlord to pay Danegeld.  

When Ethelred died Cnut (or Canute), the leader of the Danish Vikings, controlled much of Eng-
land. He became king for the simple reason that the royal council, the Witan, and everyone else, 
feared disorder. Rule by a Danish king was far better than rule by no one at all. Cnut died in 1035, 
and his son died shortly after, in 1040. The Witan (a group of senior warriors and churchmen to 
whom kings turned for advice or support on difficult matters) chose Edward, one of Saxon Ethel-
red’s sons, to be king. 

Edward the Confessor. The Norman Conquest 

Edward, known as “Confessor”, was more interested in the Church than in kingship. Church build-
ing had been going on for over a century, and he encouraged it. By the time Edward died there was 
a  church in almost every village. 

Edward only lived until 1066, when he died without an obvious heir. Edward had brought many 
Normans to his English court from France. One of them was Harold, whom the Witan chose to be 
the next king of England. Harold had already shown his bravery and ability. He had no royal blood, 
but he seemed a good choice for the throne of England. Harold’s right to the English throne was 
challenged by Duke William of Normandy. William had two claims to the English throne. His first 
claim was that King Edward had promised it to him. The second claim was that Harold had prom-
ised William that he, Harold, would not try to take the throne for himself. Harold was faced by two 
dangers, one in the south and one in the north. The Danish Vikings had not given up their claim to 
the English throne. In 1066 Harold had to match north into Yorkshire to defeat the Danes. No soon-
er had he defeated them that he learnt that William had landed in England with an army. His men 
marched south as fast as possible. 

Harold decided not to wait for the whole Saxon army, the fyrd, to gather because the William’s ar-
my was small. But the Norman soldiers were better armed, better organised, and were mounted on 
horses. 

William marched to London, which quickly gave in when he began to burn villages outside the city. 
He was crowned king of England in Edward’s new church of Westminster Abbey on Christmas 
Day, 1066. A new period had begun. 

It should be said that Earliest times are characterised by a big number of invasions. Every conqueror 
was trying to spread its own national specific and order. Its influenced on economy, politics and 
even language of Great Britain. And during this period of time a great number of people suffered. 
They had to put under conquerors’ supervision and to stand laws and orders.   

Britain in the Middle Ages (11th - 15th centuries) 

The Middle Ages were also known as a Dark Age in England due to the distinct lack of archaeolog-
ical evidence or written accounts. This means that any of the small clues that remain have had to be 
pieced together to form a somewhat incomplete picture.  
After the Romans retreated back to Europe to defend their threatened empire there (in the year 410), 
England was left vulnerable to attack by pagan warriors. These ones included seafarers like the 
Saxons and the Jutes, who were both Germanic tribes. The kingdoms in the north of present-day 
England, known as Hen Ogledd, were Sub-Roman Bryothonic tribes, and experienced Anglo inva-
sions during the 500’s too. Eventually, they were conquered by the Angles.  
Because of the distinct lack of physical evidence or formal reports from this time, the theories 
around the Anglo-Saxon invasion and occupation of England differ somewhat. The next known 



piece of factual evidence (following the invasions) is that, by the seventh century, there were seven 
smaller Anglo-Saxon kingdoms. These were known as the Heptarchy and included Northumbria, 
Mercia, East Anglia, Essex, Kent, Sussex, and Wessex. One of the symptoms of the Heptarchy was 
the relative loss of Christianity. 

 Northumbria and Mercia started off as being the most influential and dominant of the sub-
kingdoms. However, once the Vikings had invaded, Wessex came to be under the rulership of Al-
fred the Great and rose in its power and authority. Alfred the Great’s grandson was Athelstan, who 
was responsible for uniting the smaller kingdoms of England into one major force in 927. When 
Edred conquered Eric Bloodaxe (a formidable Viking), this unification was further entrenched.  
King Cnut the Great was the Viking king of Denmark, Norway, England and some areas in Sweden. 
He reigned from 1018 to 1035 and was a major figure in Medieval Europe. For a short time, he as-
similated England into the major empire that had Denmark and Norway under it. However, when 
Edward the Confessor ruled (between 1042 and 1066), he restored the rule of the House of Wessex.  
In 1066, William the Conqueror (a fief of the Kingdom of France) conquered England. He was from 
the Duchy of Normandy, a nation that had introduced feudalism (a system of ruling and owning 
land) in England. They had castles all across the country, maintaining a relative amount of power 
through their barons. English was influenced significantly by the Norman French spoken at this 
time.  

The House of Plantagenet from Anjou had inherited a number of fiefs under the throne of King 
Henry II. England was one of these, adding yet another element to the Angevin Empire. This reign 
lasted for some three hundred years and included well-known rulers and historical figures, such as 
Richard I, Edward I, Edward III and Henry V. During this time, there were significant changes in 
the laws of the country and the regulations regarding trade. One of these was the Magna Carta, 
which was designed to protect freemen and limit the extent of the king’s power and influence. Dur-
ing this time, Catholicism blossomed and the Oxford and Cambridge universities were founded. 
The Principality of Wales was made a Plantagenet fief and the Pope gave Lordship of Ireland to the 
English monarchy as a gift. This occurred in the 13th century. 

The 14th century proved to be fraught with conflict. Both the houses of Plantagenet and Valois 
claimed that they were the legitimate claimants to the House of Capet as well as France. The Hun-
dred Years' War saw these two powers clashing in violent encounters. 
In 1348, Black Death emerged. This was one of the deadliest epidemics ever to emerge, killing ap-
proximately 100 million people worldwide. It killed about half of the inhabitants of an-
cient England. 
Then, halfway through the 15th century, the Yorkists and the Lancastrians (which formed the two 
parts of the royal family) began to clash in a civil war known as the War of the Roses. This lasted 
from 1453 to 1487. The Yorkists lost the throne to the Tudors, the Welsh nobles that were part of 
the Lancastrians. 

Tudor Britain 

The five sovereigns of the Tudor dynasty are among the most well-known figures in Royal history. 
Of Welsh origin, Henry VII succeeded in ending the Wars of the Roses between the houses of Lan-
caster and York to found the highly successful Tudor house. Henry VII, his son Henry VIII and his 
three children Edward VI, Mary I and Elizabeth I ruled for 118 eventful years. 

Culturally and socially, the Tudor period saw many changes. The Tudor court played a prominent 
part in the cultural Renaissance taking place in Europe, nurturing all-round individuals such as Wil-
liam Shakespeare, Edmund Spenser and Cardinal Wolsey.  

The Tudor period also saw the turbulence of two changes of official religion, resulting in the mar-
tyrdom of many innocent believers of both Protestantism and Roman Catholicism. The fear of Ro-
man Catholicism induced by the Reformation was to last for several centuries and to play an influ-
ential role in the history of the Succession.  



History of the Tudors 

Henry VII (р. 1485-1509) 

Henry VII was the founder of the Tudor dynasty, unifying the warring factions in the Wars of the 
Roses. Although supported by Lancastrians and Yorkists alienated by Richard III's usurpation, Hen-
ry VII's first task was to secure his position. In 1486 he married Elizabeth of York, eldest daughter 
of Edward IV, thus uniting the Houses of York and Lancaster.  

Henry's reign (1485-1509) was troubled by revolts, sometimes involving pretenders (such as Perkin 
Warbeck and Lambert Simnel) who impersonated Edward V or his brother. With this in mind, n 
1485, Henry formed a personal bodyguard from his followers known as the 'Yeomen of the Guard' 
(the oldest military corps in existence today). 
Henry strengthened the power of the monarchy by using traditional methods of government to 
tighten royal administration and increase revenues (reportedly including a daily examination of ac-
counts).  
Royal income rose from an annual average of £52,000 to £142,000 by the end of Henry's reign. Lit-
tle co-operation between King and Parliament was required; during Henry's reign of 24 years, seven 
Parliaments sat for some ten and a half months. 
 

Henry VIII (r.1509-1547) 
Henry VIII was born at Greenwich on 28 June 1491, the second son of Henry VII and Elizabeth of 
York. He became heir to the throne on the death of his elder brother, Prince Arthur, in 1502 and 
succeeded in 1509. 

In his youth he was athletic and highly intelligent. A contemporary observer described him thus: 'he 
speaks good French, Latin and Spanish; is very religious; heard three masses daily when he hunted. 
He is extremely fond of hunting, and never takes that diversion without tiring eight or ten horses. 
He is also fond of tennis.' 

Henry's interest in foreign policy was focused on Western Europe, which was a shifting pattern of 
alliances centred round the kings of Spain and France, and the Holy Roman. Henry had married his 
brother's widow, Catherine of Aragon, in 1509. Catherine had produced only one surviving child - a 
girl, Princess Mary, born in 1516. By the end of the 1520s, Henry's wife was in her forties and he 
was desperate for a son. In 1532, an Act against Annates - although suspended during 'the king's 
pleasure' - was a clear warning to the Pope that ecclesiastical revenues were under threat. In 1532, 
Cranmer was promoted to Archbishop of Canterbury and, following the Pope's confirmation of his 
appointment, in May 1533 Cranmer declared Henry's marriage invalid; Anne Boleyn was crowned 
queen a week later. 
An Act of Submission of the Clergy and an Act of Succession followed, together with an Act of 
Supremacy (1534) which recognized that the king was 'the only supreme head of the Church of 
England called Anglicana Ecclesia'. Henry's second marriage had raised hopes for a male heir. 
Anne Boleyn, however, produced another daughter, Princess Elizabeth, and failed to produce a 
male child.  She was executed in 1536. In 1537 her replacement, Henry's third wife Jane Seymour, 
finally bore him a son, who was later to become Edward VI. Jane died in childbed, 12 days after the 
birth in 1537. 
Henry made two more marriages, to Katherine Howard (executed on grounds of adultery in 1542) 
and Catherine Parr (who survived Henry to die in 1548). None produced any children. Henry made 
sure that his sole male heir, Edward, was educated by people who believed in Protestantism rather 
than Catholicism because he wanted the anti-papal nature of his reformation and his dynasty to be-
come more firmly established. Henry's reformation had produced dangerous Protestant-Roman 
Catholic differences in the kingdom.  

Edward VI (r.1547-1553) 
Edward VI became king at the age of nine upon the death of his father, Henry VIII, and a Regency 
was created. Although he was intellectually precocious (fluent in Greek and Latin, he kept a full 



journal of his reign), he was not, however, physically robust. His short reign was dominated by no-
bles using the Regency to strengthen their own position terms. 
During Edward's reign, the Church of England became more explicitly Protestant - Edward himself 
was fiercely so. The Book of Common Prayer was introduced in 1549, aspects of Roman Catholic 
practices (including statues and stained glass) were eradicated and the marriage of clergy allowed. 
The imposition of the Prayer Book (which replaced Latin services with English) led to rebellions in 
Cornwall and Devon.  

Mary I (r.1553-1558) 
Mary I was the first Queen Regnant (that is, a queen reigning in her own right rather than a queen 
through marriage to a king). Mary restored papal supremacy in England, abandoned the title of Su-
preme Head of the Church, reintroduced Roman Catholic bishops and began the slow reintroduction 
of monastic orders. Mary also revived the old heresy laws to secure the religious conversion of the 
country; heresy was regarded as a religious and civil offence amounting to treason (to believe in a 
different religion from the Sovereign was an act of defiance and disloyalty). As a result, around 300 
Protestant heretics were burnt in three years - apart from eminent Protestant clergy such as Cranmer 
(a former archbishop and author of two Books of Common Prayer), Latimer and Ridley, these here-
tics were mostly poor and self-taught people. Apart from making Mary deeply unpopular, such 
treatment demonstrated that people were prepared to die for the Protestant settlement established in 
Henry's reign. Dogged by ill health, Mary died  leaving the crown to her half-sister Elizabeth. 
 
Elizabeth I (r.1558-1603) 
Elizabeth I - the last Tudor monarch - was born at Greenwich on 7 September 1533, the daughter of 
Henry VIII and his second wife, Anne Boleyn. Her 45-year reign is generally considered one of the 
most glorious in English history. During it a secure Church of England was established. Its doc-
trines were laid down in the 39 Articles of 1563, a compromise between Roman Catholicism and 
Protestantism. Elizabeth's reign also saw many brave voyages of discovery, including those of 
Francis Drake, Walter Raleigh and Humphrey Gilbert, particularly to the Americas. These expedi-
tions prepared England for an age of colonisation and trade expansion, which Elizabeth herself rec-
ognised by establishing the East India Company in 1600. 
The arts flourished during Elizabeth's reign. Country houses such as Longleat and Hardwick Hall 
were built, miniature painting reached its high point, theatres thrived - the Queen attended the first 
performance of Shakespeare's 'A Midsummer Night's Dream'. Composers such as William Byrd and 
Thomas Tallis worked in Elizabeth's court and at the Chapel Royal, St. James's Palace.The image of 
Elizabeth's reign is one of triumph and success. The Queen herself was often called 'Gloriana', 
'Good Queen Bess' and 'The Virgin Queen'.  

During Elizabeth's long reign, the nation also suffered from high prices and severe economic de-
pression, especially in the countryside, during the 1590s. The war against Spain was not very suc-
cessful after the Armada had been beaten and, together with other campaigns, it was very cost-
ly. Elizabeth chose never to marry. If she had chosen a foreign prince, he would have drawn Eng-
land into foreign policies for his own advantages (as in her sister Mary's marriage to Philip of 
Spain); marrying a fellow countryman could have drawn the Queen into factional infighting. Eliza-
beth used her marriage prospects as a political tool in foreign and domestic policies. However, the 
'Virgin Queen' was presented as a selfless woman who sacrificed personal happiness for the good of 
the nation, to which she was, in essence, 'married'. Late in her reign, she addressed Parliament in the 
so-called 'Golden Speech' of 1601 when she told MPs: 'There is no jewel, be it of never so high a 
price, which I set before this jewel; I mean your love.' She seems to have been very popular with the 
vast majority of her subjects. 
Overall, Elizabeth's always shrewd and, when necessary, decisive leadership brought successes dur-
ing a period of great danger both at home and abroad. She died at Richmond Palace on 24 March 
1603, having become a legend in her lifetime. The date of her accession was a national holiday for 
two hundred years. 
 



Britain in the 17th - 18th centuries.  English civil war, restoration, glorious revo-
lution. 
  
  

English Civil War 
The English Civil War (1642–1651) was a series of armed conflicts and political machinations be-
tween Parliamentarians (Roundheads) and Royalists (Cavaliers). The first (1642–46) 
and second (1648–49) civil wars pitted the supporters of King Charles I against the supporters of 
the Long Parliament, while the third war (1649–51) saw fighting between supporters ofKing 
Charles II and supporters of the Rump Parliament. The Civil War ended with the Parliamentary vic-
tory at the Battle of Worcester on 3 September 1651. 
The English Civil War led to the trial and execution of Charles I, the exile of his son, Charles II, 
and replacement of English monarchy with, first, the Commonwealth of England (1649–53), and 
then with a Protectorate (1653–59), under Oliver Cromwell's personal rule. The monopoly of 
the Church of England on Christian worship in England ended with the victors consolidating the 
established Protestant Ascendancy in Ireland. Constitutionally, the wars established the precedent 
that an English monarch cannot govern without Parliament's consent, although this concept was le-
gally established only with the Glorious Revolution later in the century. 
 

Restoration of Charles II 
Charles II was king of England, Scotland and Ireland, whose restoration to the throne in 1660 
marked the end of republican rule in England. 
Charles was born on 29 May 1630, the eldest surviving son of Charles I. He was 12 when the Civil 
War began and two years later was appointed nominal commander-in-chief in western England. 
With the parliamentary victory he was forced into exile on the continent. He was in the Netherlands 
when, in 1649, he learnt of his father's execution. 
In 1650, Charles did a deal with the Scots and was proclaimed king. With a Scottish army he invad-
ed England but was defeated by Cromwell at the Battle of Worcester in 1651. He again escaped into 
exile and it was not until 1660 that he was invited back to England to reclaim his throne. Although 
those who had signed Charles I's death warrant were punished, the new king pursued a policy of 
political tolerance and power-sharing. His desire for religious toleration, due in large part to his own 
leanings towards Catholicism, were to prove more contentious. He made a number of attempts to 
formalise toleration of Catholics and Non-conformists but was forced to back down in the face of a 
strongly hostile parliament. 
The early years of Charles's reign saw an appalling plague (1665) and the Great Fire in 1666 which 
led to the substantial rebuilding of the city of London. Between 1665 and 1667 England was at war 
with the Dutch (the Second Anglo-Dutch War), ending in a Dutch victory. In 1670, Charles signed 
a secret treaty with Louis XIV of France. He undertook to convert to Catholicism and support the 
French against the Dutch (Third Anglo-Dutch War 1672-1674), in return for which he would re-
ceive subsidies from France, thus enabling his some limited room for manoeuvre with parliament. 
 Charles's reign saw the rise of colonisation and trade in India, the East Indies and America (the 
British captured New York from the Dutch in 1664), and the Passage of Navigation Acts that se-
cured Britain's future as a sea power. He founded the Royal Society in 1660. Charles died on 6 Feb-
ruary 1685, converting to Catholicism on his death bed. 
 
 

Glorious Revolution 
The Glorious Revolution, also called the Revolution of 1688, was the overthrow of King James II 
of England (James VII of Scotland and James II of Ireland) by a union of Eng-
lish Parliamentarians with the Dutch stadtholder William III of Orange-Nassau(William of Orange). 
William's successful invasion of England with a Dutch fleet and army led to his ascending of the 
English throne as William III of England jointly with his wife Mary II of England. 
King James's policies of religious tolerance after 1685 met with increasing opposition by members 
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of leading political circles, who were troubled by the king's Catholicism and his close ties with 
France. The crisis facing the king came to a head in 1688, with the birth of the King's son, James 
Francis Edward Stuart, on 10 June (Julian calendar). This changed the existing line of succession by 
displacing the heir presumptive, his daughter Mary, a Protestant and the wife of William of Orange, 
with young James as heir apparent. The establishment of a Roman Catholic dynasty in the king-
doms now seemed likely. Some of the most influential leaders of the Tories united with members of 
the opposition Whigs and set out to resolve the crisis by inviting William of Orange to England, 
which the stadtholder, who feared an Anglo-French alliance, had indicated as a condition for a mili-
tary intervention. 
After consolidating political and financial support, William crossed the North Sea and English 
Channel with a large invasion fleet in November 1688, landing at Torbay. After only two minor 
clashes between the two opposing armies in England, and anti-Catholic riots in several towns, 
James's regime collapsed, largely because of a lack of resolve shown by the king. However, this 
was followed by the protracted Williamite War in Ireland and Dundee's rising in Scotland. In Eng-
land's geographically-distant American colonies, the revolution led to the collapse of the Dominion 
of New England and the overthrow of the Province of Maryland's government. Following a defeat 
of his forces at the Battle of Reading on 9 December, James and his wife fled the nation; James, 
however, returned to London for a two-week period that culminated in his final departure for France 
on 23 December. By threatening to withdraw his troops, William in February 1689 convinced a 
newly chosen Convention Parliament to make him and his wife joint monarchs. 
The Revolution permanently ended any chance of Catholicism becoming re-established in England. 
For British Catholics its effects were disastrous both socially and politically: Catholics were denied 
the right to vote and sit in the Westminster Parliament for over a century; they were also de-
nied commissions in the army, and the monarch was forbidden to be Catholic or to marry a Catho-
lic, the former being a prohibition still in force. The Revolution led to limited toleration 
for nonconformist Protestants, although it would be some time before they had full political rights. 
It has been argued that James's overthrow began modern English parliamentarydemocracy: the Bill 
of Rights of 1689 has become one of the most important documents in the political history of Brit-
ain and never since has the monarch held absolute power. 
The expression "Glorious Revolution" was first used by John Hampden in late 1689, and is an ex-
pression that is still used by the British Parliament. The Glorious Revolution is also occasionally 
termed the Bloodless Revolution, albeit inaccurately. The English Civil War (also known as the 
Great Rebellion) was still within living memory for most of the major English participants in the 
events of 1688, and for them, in comparison to that war (or even the Monmouth Rebellion of 1685) 
the deaths in the conflict of 1688 were mercifully few. 
 

Britain in the 19th century. The Victorian era (1837-1901) 

 

The Victorian Era (1837-1901) 
The Victorian era of British history was the period of Queen Victoria's reign from 20 June 1837 un-
til her death on 22 January 1901. It was a long period of peace, prosperity, refined sensibilities and 
national self-confidence for Britain. Some scholars date the beginning of the period in terms of sen-
sibilities and political concerns to the passage of the Reform Act 1832. The era was preceded by 
the Georgian period and followed by the Edwardian period. The latter half of the Victorian age 
roughly coincided with the first portion of the Belle Époque era of continental Europe and 
the Gilded Age of the United States. 
Culturally there was a transition away from the rationalism of the Georgian period and to-
ward romanticism and mysticism with regard to religion, social values, and the arts. In international 
relations the era was a long period of peace, known as the Pax Britannica, and economic, colonial, 
and industrial consolidation, temporarily disrupted by the Crimean War in 1854. The end of the pe-
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riod saw the Boer War. Domestically, the agenda was increasingly liberal with a number of shifts in 
the direction of gradual political reform, industrial reform and the widening of the voting franchise. 
Two especially important figures in this period of British history are the prime ministers Gladstone 
and Disraeli, whose contrasting views changed the course of history. Disraeli, favoured by the 
queen, was a gregarious Tory. His rival Gladstone, a Liberal distrusted by the Queen, served more 
terms and oversaw much of the overall law-making of the era. 
The population of England almost doubled from 16.8 million in 1851 to 30.5 million in 1901. Scot-
land's population also rose rapidly, from 2.8 million in 1851 to 4.4 million in 1901. Ireland's popu-
lation decreased rapidly, from 8.2 million in 1841 to less than 4.5 million in 1901, mostly due to 
the Great Famine.[3] At the same time, around 15 million emigrants left the United Kingdom in the 
Victorian era and settled mostly in the United States, Canada, and Australia.  
During the early part of the era, the House of Commons was headed by the two parties, 
the Whigs and the Tories. From the late 1850s onwards, the Whigs became the Liberals; the Tories 
became the Conservatives. These parties were led by many prominent statesmen including Lord 
Melbourne, Sir Robert Peel, Lord Derby, Lord Palmerston, William Ewart Gladstone,Benjamin 
Disraeli, and Lord Salisbury. The unsolved problems relating to Irish Home Rule played a great part 
in politics in the later Victorian era, particularly in view of Gladstone's determination to achieve a 
political settlement. Indeed, these issues would eventually lead to the Easter Rising of 1916 and the 
subsequent domino effect that would play a large part in the fall of the empire. 
 

Queen Victoria's reign 
Victoria, born May 24, 1819, was the daughter of Edward, Duke of Kent and Strathearn and Victo-
ria of Saxe-Coburg-Saalfeld. Edward died when Victoria was but eight months old, upon which her 
mother enacted a strict regimen that, shunned the courts of Victoria's uncles, George IV and Wil-
liam IV. She married Prince Albert of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha in 1840; the union produced four sons 
and five daughters. She died at eighty-one years of age on January 22, 1901, after a reign of sixty-
three years. 

She ascended the throne upon the death of William IV. Barely eighteen, she refused any further in-
fluence from her domineering mother and ruled in her own stead. Popular respect for the Crown 
was at low point at her coronation, but the modest and straightforward young Queen won the hearts 
of her subjects. She wished to be informed of political matters, although she had no direct input in 
policy decisions.  

The old political parties of England, the Whigs and the Tories transformed during the reign of Vic-
toria. John Peel's support of the Corn Law Repeal splintered the Tories into two camps. Peel's sup-
porters joined with Whigs to create the Liberal Party and the anti-Peel Tories became the Conserva-
tive Party. Unlike most of Europe, English politicians agreed on the larger issues of governmental 
structure and political ideology, but differed on the smaller issues of policy practicality and imple-
mentation. Liberals represented traders and manufacturers, with Conservatives representing the 
landed gentry. The national pride connected with the name of Victoria - the term Victorian England, 
for example, stemmed from the Queen's ethics and personal tastes, which generally reflected those 
of the middle class. The Golden Jubilee brought her out of her shell, and she again embraced public 
life. She toured English possessions and even visited France (the first English monarch to do so 
since the coronation of Henry VI in 1431). When she died of old age, an entire era died with her. 

Victoria's long reign witnessed an evolution in English politics and the expansion of the British 
Empire, as well as political and social reforms on the continent. France had known two dynasties 
and embraced Republicanism, Spain had seen three monarchs and both Italy and Germany had unit-
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ed their separate principalities into national coalitions. Even in her dotage, she maintained a youth-
ful energy and optimism that infected the English population as a whole. 

Britain in the 20th century multi-cultural society. Major wars and conflicts of 
the 20th century. 
 

Britain in the 20th century Multi-cultural society 
 
British society changed greatly during the 20th century. In 1914 only about 20% of the population 
was middle class. By 1939 the figure was about 30%. In the late 20th century the number of 'blue 
collar' or manual workers declined rapidly but the number of 'white collar' workers in offices and 
service industries increased rapidly. 
In the 1950s large numbers of West Indians arrived in Britain. Also from the 1950s many Asians 
came. In the late 20th century Britain became a multi-cultural society. 
There was another change in British society. In the late 20th century divorce and single parent fami-
lies became much more common. 
In the early 20th century it was unusual for married women to work (except in wartime). However 
in the 1950s and 1960s it became common for them to do so - at least part-time. New technology in 
the home made it easier for women to do paid work. Before the 20th century housework was so 
time consuming married women did not have time to work. At the same time the economy changed. 
Manufacturing became less important and service industries grew creating more opportunities for 
women. 
Also, in the 1950s young people had significant disposable income for the first time. A distinct 
'youth culture' emerged, first with teddy boys, then in the 1960s with mods and rockers and in the 
late 1970s with punks and also with rock music. A revolution in music was led by Elvis Presley and 
Bill Hayley. 
The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland is a highly centralized and unitary state, 
and its main component, England, has been so for almost a thousand years, longer than any other 
European country. As a political entity, however, Britain (as the United Kingdom is loosely called) is 
less than 300 years old, being the state which emerged, from the union of the ancient kingdoms of 
Scotland and England in 1707. 
The United Kingdom is a land of great diversity, partly in its landscape, but more importantly in the 
human sphere. There are four territorial divisions, Scotland, England, Wales and Northern Ireland (or 
Ulster). They all carry a special sense of identity which is strongly affected by the tension between 
their own distinctive history and tradition and centralized government from London. 

Major wars and conflicts of the 20th Century 

The First World War was the result of the imperialist monopoly stage of capitalist development and 
imperialist rivalry between the two main capitalist camps headed by Britain and Germany. In the 
course of preparation for the war the main imperialist powers settled their disputes and formed op-
posing alliances (союзы).Thus the Dual Alliance between Germany and Austria was expanded into 
a Triple Alliance by the adhesion of Italy in 1882.In 1904 the Anglo-French ‘Entente cordiale’ 
(cordial agreement) was signed and Anglo-French colonial disputes settled. This agreement was of 
great international importance. From then on Britain and France could join forces against their 
common rival –Germany. This agreement sharpened the imperialist contradictions between the two 
blocks, and twice in 1905 and 1911 the rivals were on the brink of war over Morocco.  

On August 1, 1914 Germany declared war on Russia, on August 3 it declared war on France. On 
August 4 Britain declared war on Germany. The invasion of Belgium was a pretext for the British 



government to disguise a war of imperialist robbery as a war for the upholding of treaty rights and 
the defence of small nations. 

The Germans began the war in the west by the invasion  of  Belgium, their troops passing through 
the Belgian capital to make a wide sweep southwards into France .This was their famous Schlieffen 
Plan-named after Count Schlieffen ,former chief-of-staff .The problem was how to knock out 
France, before the huge Russian armies could come into action. However, the plan failed. The Rus-
sian armies foiled the German plans by distracting much of the German war effort to the east. 
Moreover, the Anglo-French counter-attack known as the battle of the Marne, from September 6 to 
10, 1914 saved the French armies from the intended encirclement: the Germans were forced back, 
Paris was saved. After the Marne, the Western front settled down to a vast and prolonged siege war-
fare. It made a quick German victory impossible and gave time for the great but slowly mobilized 
material resources of the British empire to have their effect. The stalemate on the Western front 
was, in fact, a prolonged and bloody struggle: it went on for the four years’ duration of the war. 

In the course of the war a coalition government was formed with the participation of the Liberals, 
the Tories and a few Labour representatives. Lloyd George emerged as the dominant figure in the 
government doing his best to divert growing labour unrest by propagating ‘national unity’. 

Despite these efforts there was a growing upsurge of working class militancy. In 1915 there were 
strikes in the great engineering centre of the Clyde under the leadership of the militant shop stew-
ards. Despite government efforts to ban strikes the workers challenged these attempts and in July 
1915 200,000 miners in South Wales went on strike and won their cause. In 1916 open rebellion 
broke out in Ireland on Easter week. Opposition to war and sympathy for the Russian revolution 
became widespread and in the course of 1917 872,000 workers actively participated in the strike 
movement which acquired a political character. Anti-war demonstrations took place far and wide.  

However, Lloyd George’s cabinet could continue the war effort thanks to the betrayal or the work-
ing class cause by the leaders of the Labour party and the trade union movement. These capitula-
tions left the workers leaderless and bewildered. Of all the European Socialist parties only the Bol-
sheviks carried on the struggle against war on revolutionary lines. 

The surrender of the Trade Union leadership gave the government ample opportunities to step up 
the war effort. On August 8, 1918 the allied forces staged a major breakthrough surrounding and 
destroying 16 German divisions. Germany was defeated and the Armistice was signed on Novem-
ber 11, 1918. After the Paris peace conference the British ruling oligarchy vastly extended the em-
pire at the expense of the German colonies. Germany, Britain’s main rival in trade and industry, 
was greatly weakened 

The Second World War was precipitated by the policies of the Western powers who did their ut-
most to direct fascist aggression against the Soviet Union. The Soviet Union on its part consistently 
urged Britain and France to undertake collective measures to halt the advance of fascism and defeat 
its aggressive aims. The Chamberlain government exerted every effort to prevent this, and the out-
come was the outbreak of World War II. Britain hoped to kill two birds with one stone-that Germa-
ny and Japan involved in the war against Soviet Russia would be seriously weakened, the problem 
of Bolshevism so much hated by the ruling oligarchy would be solved and Britain would maintain 
her superiority in world affairs. However, these hopes crashed in September 1939 when war be-
tween the two imperialist groups headed by Germany and Britain started. 

Despite the seriousness of the situation the war was carried on by Chamberlain with great reluc-
tance. The House of Commons forced Chamberlain to resign and Winston Churchill became Prime 
Minister of a coalition government which included Conservatives, representatives of the Labour 



party and Liberals. This occurred on May 10, 1940, the day on which Hitler opened his offensive on 
the western front. Three days after the attack in the west, Churchill warned Parliament, “I have 
nothing to offer but blood, toil, tears and sweat. We have before us many long months of struggle 
and suffering.” For Britain World War II was now assuming an anti-fascist character when in sum-
mer of 1940 an immediate danger of fascist invasion became imminent. Fascist Germany resumed 
its advance on June 5 which ended with the capitulation of France. In 1940 Italy joined the war 
against Britain. At this stage of the war Hitler began to make preparations to invade Britain. From 
August 1940 came the permanent bombing of British cities and military installations, popularly 
called the “Blitz”. These attacks caused serious damage and took many lives. But the British did not 
flinch or hesitate in their determination to defeat fascism. 

On June 22,1941 fascist Germany invaded the Soviet Union. The participation of the Soviet Union 
changed the whole content of the war. 

When the Japanese fleet in December 1941 attacked the American naval base of Pearl Harbour the 
USA declared war both on Japan and Germany. This added a new dimension to the war: the antifas-
cist coalition of the Soviet Union, the USA and Britain was thus created. It was a great victory of 
Soviet foreign policy. A powerful united front against fascism and militarism was formed. The An-
glo-Soviet treaty signed in London in May 1942 obliged Britain together with the USA to open a 
second front. However, these promises were constantly delayed. 

During the autumn and winter of 1942-3 the whole tide of war turned. The summer and autumn of-
fensive of the Soviet army in 1943 consolidated the basic gains in the war against fascism and cre-
ated an entirely new situation. The Soviet victory gave a powerful fillip to the resistance movement 
all throughout Europe. 

Under such circumstances it was necessary to hold a summit meeting to solve the urgent problems 
of the final phase of the war and especially postwar issues. Such a summit meeting between the So-
viet Union, the USA and Britain took place at Yalta in February 1945. The Conference demonstrat-
ed the sense of unity between the allies and destroyed all fascist hopes that a united front would not 
hold. 

After victory over Germany urged to preserve the government coalition until the victory over Japan. 
However, the masses discontent with the reactionary policies of the Conservatives rejected this 
plan. The broad masses wanted no return to the past associated with the Tories. Despite Churchill’s 
personal popularity which the Tories tried to exploit the masses rejected the party of ‘big business’.  

 

PART 3. STATE SYSTEM IN THE UK 
 

Britain as a constitutional monarchy. A parliamentary democracy. The British 
constitution. The British system of government. 
 

The United Kingdom is a constitutional monarchy; the official head of state is the monarch (at pre-
sent Elisabeth the Second), whose powers are limited by the constitution. 

The UK is also one of the independent members of the Commonwealth, all of whose members rec-
ognise the Queen as head of the Commonwealth (the loose association of independent countries 
which has emerged from the British empire).  



Britain as a constitutional monarchy 

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland is one of the few developed countries 
of the world where a constitutional monarchy has survived with its ages-old customs, traditions and 
ceremonies. The British constitution, unlike that of most other countries, is not compiled in any 
single document. There is no written constitution in Great Britain. 

The British Constitution comes from a variety of sources. The mai n ones are: 

• statutes such as the Magna Cana of 1215 and the Act of Settlement of 1701; 
• laws and customs of Parliament, political conventions; 
• case law; constitutional matters decided in a court of law; 
• constitutional experts who have written on the subject. 
 
There are two basic principles of the British Constitution: 
• the Rule of Law; 
• the Supremacy of Parliament. 

 

Three branches of power 

The three elements, which make up Parliament –the Queen, the House of Lords and the elected 
House of Commons – are constituted on different principles. They meet together only on occasions 
of symbolic significance such as the State Opening of Parliament, when the Commons are invited 
by the Queen to the House of Lords. 

A Parliament has a maximum duration of five years, but in practice general elections are usually 
held before the end of this term. Parliament is dissolved and rights for a general election are ordered 
by the Queen on the advice of the Prime Minister. The life of a Parliament is divided into sessions. 
Each usually lasts for one year – normally beginning and ending in October or November. The ad-
verse number of "sitting" days in a session is about 168 in the House of Commons and about 150 in 
the House of Lords. At the start of each session the Queen's speech to Parliament outlines the Gov-
ernment's policies and proposed legislative programme. 

the Queen 

The Bill if Rights (1689) was a major legal step towards constitutional monarchy. It limited the powers 
of monarchy lo a great extern, especially on governmental, fiscal and other matters. Since 1689 the 
power of parliament has grown steadily, while the power of the monarch has weakened. Today the 
monarch reigns, though she does not rule. Being a constitutional monarch the Queen acts on the 
advice of her prime minster and does not make any major political decisions. 

In Britain they look to the Queen not only as their head of state, but also as the •symbol of their na-
tion's unity'. The Queen personifies the State, she is head of the executive, an integral part of legis-
lature, head of the judiciary, the commander-in- chief of all armed forces, the 'supreme governor' of 
the established Church of England the Anglican church and the personal Head of the Common-
wealth. 

The United Kingdom is governed by Her Majesty’s Government in the name of the Queen. 

Although the Queen is deprived of actual power, she has retained many important, though formal, 
functions. These include summoning, proroguing and dissolving Parliament; giving royal assent to 
Bills passed by both Houses of Parliament; appointing every important office holder, including 
government ministers, judges, officers in the armed forces, governors, diplomats and bishops and 
some other senior clergy of the Church of England; conferring peerages, knighthoods and other 
honours. She appoints the Prime Minister (usually the leader of the political party which commands 
a majority in the House of Commons) to form a government of State. The Queen has, in interna-



tional affairs, the power to declare war, make peace, to recognize foreign states and governments, 
etc. She gives audiences to her ministers and other officials from overseas, receives accounts of 
Cabinet decisions, reads dispatches, etc.; she is informed and consulted on every issue in national 
life. 

Parliament  

The supreme legislative authority in the United Kingdom is the Queen in Parliament that is to say, 
the Queen and the two Houses of Parliament -the House of Lords and the elected House of Com-
mons. Like the Monarchy, Parliament is an ancient institution, dating from the middle of the 13-th 
century. 

Since 1911 every Parliament is limited to 5-years term of work. It is divided into annual sessions, 
running normally from October to October with breaks for public holidays and for a long summer 
“recess” (usually late July until October).  

The House of Lords 

The House of Lords, the upper chamber in P., consists of the Lords Temporal (светские) and the 
Lords Spiritual (духовные лорды, владыки духовные). The Lords Temporal may be sub-divided 
into: 

1) all hereditary peers and peeresses of the UK who have not disclaimed (отрекаться) their peerag-
es under the Peerage Act  in 1963;  

2) all life peers and peeresses created by the crown under the Life Peerages Act 1958 and 

3) Lords of Appeal in Ordinary (лорды-судьи по аппеляциям) who are appointed under the terms 
of the Appellate Jurisdiction Act 1876 to assist the House in the performance of its judicial duties 
and who remain members of the House after their retirement.  

The Lords Spiritual are the Archbishops of Canterbury and York, the Bishops of London, Durham 
and Winchester, and 21 other Bishops of the Church of England. 

The House of Lords has almost no real powers at all, and it generally agreed that it could not 
properly use any real power in a modern democratic state.   

The House of Commons 

The House of Commons is a lower but more powerful chamber in P., made up of the MPs who won 
a seat at the most recent general election or by-election.  

Elections are of two kinds: general elections held after a P. has been dissolved and a new P. sum-
moned by the Sovereign; and by-elections, held when a vacancy occurs in the House as a result of 
death or resignation of a member, or as a result of his elevation to the House of Lords.  

The Speaker is the chief officer of the Houses of Commons, who is elected by the members. He is 
not a Minister. Voting in the House of Commons is carried out under the direction of the Speaker 
and it is his duty to announce the final result. 

The main functions of Parliament are: 

1) to pass laws regulating the life of the community; 

2) to take formal action,, cast in legislative form; to make available finance (определять бюджет) 
for the needs of the community; 



3) to put relevant facts and issues before the electorate. 

The Prime Minister 

The Prime Minister is appointed by the Queen, and all the other ministers are appointed by the 
Queen on the recommendation of the Prime Minister. The Prime Minister is normally the leader of 
the Party which secured a majority in the House of Commons as a result of a general election. 

The P.M. always sits in the House of Commons. He is assisted by other ministers. All ministers 
who are chiefs of departments carry the title "Secretary of State". 

The Cabinet 

The Cabinet is the executive organ of government. It is a body of senior ministers, most of them are 
heads of departments. Each new Prime Minister may make changes in the size of his Cabinet and 
may create new ministries and make other changes. There are usually 20-25 members of the Cabi-
net. It's the most important body in the British system of government since it is the Cabinet which 
formulates the policy of the government. The Cabinet is constitutionally responsible to Parliament. 
However in practice the Cabinet dominates Parliament. Inside a big Cabinet there nearly always 
develops an "Inner Cabinet" - the small group of ministers who are consulted by the Prime Minister 
beforehand and who prepare and guide important decisions. 

Government and Opposition 

The party with the next largest number of seats is officially recognised as "Her Majesty's Opposi-
tion" (or the "Official Opposition") with its own leader (who receives a salary in addition to a par-
liamentary salary) and its own "Shadow Cabinet", whose members speak on the subjects for which 
government ministers have responsibility.  

Political party system in UK 

The present political system depends upon the existence of organised political parties, each of 
which presents its policies to the electorate for approval. The parties are not registered or formally 
recognised in law, but in practice most candidates in elections, and almost all winning candidates, 
belong to one of' the main parties. 

For the last 150 years there were only 2 parties: the Conservative Party and the Labour Party. A 
new party – the Liberal Democrats – was formed in 1988. Social Democratic Party is also the new 
one founded in 1981. Other parties include two nationalist parties, Plaid Cymru (founded in Wales 
in 1925) and the Scottish National Party (founded in 1934). 

The effectiveness of the party system in Parliament rests largely on the relationship between the 
Government and the Opposition parties. Depending on the relative strengths of the parties in the 
House of Commons, the Opposition may seek to overthrow the Government by defeating it in a 
vote on a "matter of confidence". In general, however, its aims are to contribute to the formation of 
policy and legislation by constructive criticism; to oppose government proposal - it considers objec-
tionable; to seek amendments to government bills; and to put forward its own policies in order to 
improve its chances of winning the next general election. 

Because of the electoral method in use, only two major parties obtain seats in the House of Com-
mons. People belonging to smaller political parties join one of the larger parties and work from 
within to make their influence felt. The exception to this are members of the Scottish National and 
Welsh Nationalist Parties, who, because their influence votes are concentrated in specific geograph-
ical areas, can manage to win seats although their total support is relatively small. 



PART 4. THE BRITISH. BRITISH CULTURE AND WAY OF LIFE 

Educational System In Great Britain 

 Across the UK there are five stages of education: early years, primary, secondary, Further Educa-
tion (FE) and Higher Education (HE). Education is compulsory for all children between the ages of 
5 (4 in Northern Ireland) and 16. FE is not compulsory and covers non-advanced education which 
can be taken at further (including tertiary) education colleges and HE institutions (HEIs). The fifth 
stage, HE, is study beyond GCE A levels and their equivalent which, for most full-time students, 
takes place in universities and other HEIs and colleges. 

Students are assessed at the end of each stage. The most important assessment occurs at age 16 
when students pursue their GCSE's or General Certificate of Secondary Education.  

Primary and Secondary  Education 

More than 90% of students attend publicly-funded state schools. Primary schools usually include 
both girls and boys as pupils. Secondary schools may be either single-sex or co-educational. Educa-
tion departments in England, Scotland and Wales fund schools through a Local Education. In 
Northern Ireland, schools are largely financed from public funds through five Education and Li-
brary Boards. 

Primary and secondary- a full-time education 

National Curriculum core subjects are: English, mathematics and science; Foundation subjects are 
design and technology; information and communication technology; history; geography; modern 
foreign languages; music; art and design; physical education…Northern Ireland : schools can de-
velop additional curriculum elements to meet pupils' individual needs and circumstances.  

The GCSE is a single-subject examination set and marked by independent examination boards. (up 
to ten GCSE examinations in different subjects, including mathematics and English language) 

After taking GCSEs- leave secondary schooling; -choose to continue their education at vocational 
or technical colleges- take a higher level of secondary school examinations known as AS-Levels 
after an additional year of study. Following two years of study, students may take A-Level (short 
for Advanced Level) examinations, which are required for university entrance in the UK. 

Scotland 

Scotland has its own qualification framework. After seven years of primary education and four 
years of compulsory secondary education, students aged 15 to 16 may take the Scottish Certificate 
of Education (SCE).  It is recognized throughout the UK as the equivalent to GCE A-levels and is 
usually the entry qualification for university. 

Grades and Transcripts 

Schools in the UK do not generally rank pupils within their year; currently, the principal standards 
are the GCSE, SCE and AS and A-Level examination results. 

 

Further Education 

Once a student finishes secondary education they have the option to extend into further education to 
take their A-Levels or other such qualifications. UK students planning to go to college or university 
must complete further education. 



Post-secondary and Higher Education 

Undergraduate degrees take three years to complete in England, Wales and Northern Ireland, while 
at Scottish universities they last four years. At the graduate level, a master's degree is normally 
earned in a single year, a research master's degree takes two years and a doctoral degree is often 
completed in three years. 

The British and their way of life. British culture. Scottish and English culture. 
British art. Music, literature. British customs and British traditions: 
 

The British and their way of life 
Leisure and Sports 
British Culture 
British Art. Music, literature 
The Historical Context of the Arts  
Visual Arts  
English musical festivals. English composers 
Literature: The Romantics 
Literature: The Victorians 
Literature: modern trends 
British Customs and British Traditions 
British  Stereotype 
Irish Stereotypes 
Scottish Stereotypes 
Traditional Drinks in Britain  
Tea 
Take Away Food (Eat Out Food)  
Roast Beef and Yorkshire pudding 
British Sayings/idioms 
General Superstitions 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Calendar of Special Occasions 
 

New Year’s Day (1 January) 
2 January is also a public holiday in Scotland 
St. Valentine’s Day (14 February) 
Pancake Day (Forty-seven days before Easter) (вторник на Масленой неделе) 
St. Patrick’s Day (17 March) 
This is a public holiday in Northern Ireland 
Mother’s Day (The fourth Sunday in Lent (Великий Пост) 
50 million pounds worth of flowers are bought for this day. Cards are also sent. 
April Fools’ Day (1 April) 
It is traditional day for people to play tricks or practical jokes on each other on this day. Children 
are the most enthusiastic about this custom, but even BBC and serious newspapers sometimes have 
“joke” features on this day. 
Good Friday (Страстная, Великая пятница) 
The strange name in English for the day commemorating (поминания) Christ’s crucifixion (распя-
тие). 
Easter Monday (The day after Easter Sunday) 
May Day (The first Monday in May) 
In Britain this day is associated more with ancient folklore than with the workers. In some villages 
the custom of dancing round the maypole (майское дерево) is acted out. 
Spring Bank Holiday (the last Monday in May) 
Father’s Day (The third Sunday in June) 
This is probably just a commercial invention (изобретение) – and not a very successful one either. 
Millions of British fathers don’t even know they have a special day. 
Queen’s Official Birthday (The second or third Saturday in June) 
It is “official” because it is not her real one. Certain public ceremonies are performed on this day. 
Summer Bank Holiday (The last Monday in August) 
Halloween (31 October) 
This is the day before All Saints’ Day in the Christian calendar, and is associated with the supernat-
ural. Some people hold Halloween parties, which are fancy-dress parties (people dress up as witch-
es, ghosts, etc.). However, this day is observed (соблюдается) much more energetically in the USA 
than it is in Britain. 
Guy Fawkes’ Day (5 November) 
Remembrance Sunday (Second Sunday in November) (поминальное воскресенье) 
This day commemorates (поминания) the dead of both World Wars and of more recent 
(недавних)conflicts. 
Christmas Eve (24 December) 
Christmas Day (25 December) 
Boxing Day (26 December) 
Explanations (основание) for the origin of this name vary. One is that it was the day on which 
landowners and householders would present their tenants (съемщикам, жильцам) and servants 
with gifts (in boxes), another is that it was the day on which the collecting boxes in churches were 
opened and the contents distributed (распределены) to the poor. 
New Year’s Eve (31 December) 
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1.2. ПРЕЗЕНТАЦИИ К ЛЕКЦИЯМ 
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II. ПРАКТИЧЕСКИЙ РАЗДЕЛ 
 

2.1 ПЛАНЫ СЕМИНАРСКИХ ЗАНЯТИЙ 
 

СЕМИНАР 1 

Answer the following questions: 
 
1. Describe the geographical position of the British Isles. 
2. Examine the composition of the British Isles. Characterise the coastline of the British Isles. 
3. Describe the main features of the physical geography of the British Isles. 
4. Characterise the main mountain areas of the country. 
5. How would you assess the lowland areas of the country in terms of human settlement and 

economic development? 
6. Name the chief rivers and lakes in Britain. 
7. Describe the major factors which influence the British climate. 
8. What natural resources contributed to the development of the country? 
9. How would you assess in general terms the present position of Great Britain in the contem-

porary world? 
 
Points for discussion: 
 

1. The role of the Channel Tunnel in improving the links between Britain and the continent. 
Why does the ferry service continue to operate without any signs of decline? 

2. The influence of the relief on the climate and weather in Britain. 
3. How would you comment on the statement: “Britain has got no climate, only weather”? 
4. Britain and the North Sea oil and gas. The role of the continental shelf. What alternative 

sources of power arc being used today? 
 
Project. 
Write an essay (220-250 words) giving a survey of the U.K.'s capital cities London. Cardiff. 
Edinburgh and Belfast. 

 

 

СЕМИНАР 2 

Answer the following questions: 
 

1. Does Britain have в formal written constitution? 
2. What is understood under the phrase the unwritten British constitution? 
3. Is such a situation a matter of inconvenience? Why? 
4. Under what kingdom was England finally united? 
5. How did William the Conqueror strengthen the power of kingship? 
6. Why is Magna Carta so highly respected in the country? 
7. When was the first English Parliament summoned? 
8. What was the first English Parliament responsible for? 
9. When did Parliament become the supreme legislative organ in the country? 
10. What are the three basic Acts of the 17th-18th centuries which contributed to the establish-

ment of constitutional or parliamentary monarchy in the country? 
 



Points for Discission: 
 

1. The power of monarchy in early medieval times and its gradual decline. 
2. Habeas Act and the Bill of Rights in the making of the constitutional system. 

 
 

СЕМИНАР 3 

Answer the following questions: 
 

1. What are the main sources of the British Constitution? 
2. Describe the separation of power under the British Constitution. 
3. What are the main characteristics of the general election in the UK? 
4. What is the structure and functions of the British Parliament? 
5. Give an overview of the functions of the House of Commons. 
6. What are the major consequences of the reform in the House of Lords? 
7. How does a Bill become a law? Outline the main legislative proceedings in the British Par-

liament. 
8. Give an overview of the structure, composition and functions of the British Government. 
9. Outline the ways in which the Scottish Parliament and the National Assembly of Wales op-

erate. 
 
Points for Discission: 
 

1. To what extent do you agree with the view that devolution will lead inevitably to the final 
liquidation of the old United Kingdom in its traditional appearance? Is devolution the begin-
ning of a process leading to independence? 

2. What are the wider implications for constitutional change in the rest of the UK? 
3. Should the House of Lords be directly elected? Why/why not? Give your arguments for and 

against. 
 

 
 

СЕМИНАР 4 

Answer the following questions: 
 

1. How does the electoral system of Great Britain function? 
2. Which alternative to the existing electoral system do you prefer, and why? 
3. What were the origins of the Conservative party? 
4. Whose interests did the Conservative party voice in the past and who supports it today? 
5. How do the Conservatives fare today on the British political scene? 
6. Why is the Conservative party a traditional 'top-down' organisation? 
7. What factors and organisations contributed to the formation of the Labour party? 
8. How did the origins of the labour party affect its programme and policy? 
9. What major reforms were initiated by the Labour government under Tony Blair? 
10. What kind of party is the Labour party today with regard to the changes in British society? 
11. How was the Social and Liberal Democratic party formed? 
12. Was the former Liberal party an influential force in British politics? What caused the demise 

of the party? 
13. How do the Liberal Democrats fare in present-day Britain? 
14. Why are the Liberal Democrats referred to as a 'centre' party? 
15. What are the main nationalist parties in Britain and whose interests do they voice? 



16. Do the political parties in Northern Ireland reflect the sectarian strife in the province? Why? 
 
 Points for discussion: 
 

1. Where does power lie in the Conservative party?  
2. Account for the changes in Labour party ideology since 1993 and the orientation of the party 

today. 
3. The attitude of the major political parties towards the European Union and further European 

integration. 
4. The major policy issues pursued by the nationalist parties in Wales and Scotland and their 

power base. 
 
Project. 
 
Write a short essay comparing the power prerogatives of the leaders and leadership of the three 
major political parties of Great Britain laying emphasis on recent changes and their conse-
quences. 

 
 
 

СЕМИНАР 5 

Answer the following questions: 
 

1. What is the major difference between the education system in the United Kingdom and 
many other countries? 

2. What are major aims and objectives of the Government’s education policies? 
3. What is the role of Local Education Authorities in school management? 
4. How is nursery education organized in the United Kingdom? 
5. At what age do children start primary education? 
6. Are children selected according to levels of academic attainment? 
7. How many children go to comprehensive schools? 
8. What is the government's approach to secondary education? 
9. What is the major difference between state and private education? 
10. How much do parents pay in case they have decided to send their children to private 

schools? 
 
Points for discussion: 
 
1. What is the role of local government in education policy and management? 
2. Compare school management in England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. Find simi-
larities and differences. 
3. Find similarities and differences in the curricula in England, Wales, Scotland and Northern 
Ireland. 
4. Compare the National Curriculum in England and Wales and Belarus. 
 
Project. 
 
Write an essay (about 250 words) comparing the system of education in England, Wales. Scot-
land and Northern Ireland. 
 

 
 



III. КОНТРОЛЬ  ЗНАНИЙ 

 

3.1 ПРОМЕЖУТОЧНЫЙ КОНТРОЛЬ ЗНАНИЙ (КСР- 4 Ч.) 
 

КСР 1 
 

Answer the questions: 
 

1. How did the population change over the centuries? Which factors influence the dynamics of 
population growth in the country? 

2. How densely is the country populated? Give the density in different parts of the UK. 
3. What is the age structure of the present-day population in Britain and its possible conse-

quences? 
4. How did migration change the pattern of population in the UK? 
5. What is the ethnic composition of the modem population in the UK? 
6. What is the social portrait of the UK (in terms of household and family structures, religion, 

health, employment and transport) according to the 2001 census? 
7. Why is Britain one of the most urbanised countries in Europe? How many cities are there in 

the UK today? 
 

Points for discussion: 
 

1. Britain gradually turns into one big city. 
2. Minority languages spoken in the UK will soon die out. 
3. The age distribution of the present-day population in the country is bound to have inevitable 

social consequences. 

 
 

КСР 2 
 

Answer the questions: 
 

1. How has the administration of London changed since 1999? 
2. What are the distinctive features of the Regional Development Agencies 
3. (RDAs) in England and principles of their operation? 
4. What are the main languages spoken in the U К today? What steps docs the Government 

take to promote minority languages in the country? 
5. What are the key features of the economy in Scotland. Wales and Northern Ireland? 
6. What cultural events arc distinctively Scottish. Welsh and Northern Irish? 

 
 
Project 

 
Write an essay (220-250 words) under one of the following titles: 
 Who is a Brit really? 
 XXI century: a new Industrial Revolution in the UK? 
 Let’s celebrate cultural diversity. 

 
 



3.2 ИТОГОВЫЙ  КОНТРОЛЬ  ЗНАНИЙ 
 

СПИСОК ВОПРОСОВ  

1. Ancient people on the territory of the British Isles. The invasion of the Celts. 
2. The Roman Conquest. 
3. The Anglo-Saxon Conquest. 
4. The struggle against the Danes. King Alfred the Great. 
5. The Norman Conquest and the establishment of feudalism in England. 
6. Henry II and his reign. 
7. The historical significance of Magna Carta. 
8. The Peasants’ uprising of Watt Tyler. 
9. The work of John Wycliffe. 
10. The Wars of Roses. 
11. The Reformation. 
12. Henry VIII and his reign. 
13. The Renaissance in Britain. 
14. Elizabeth I and her reign. 
15. The Anglo-Spanish Rivalry. 
16. Crown and Parliament. The Civil War of 1642-1646. 
17. Republican Britain (1649-1660). 
18. Glorious Revolution of 1688. 
19. Industrial Revolution. 
20. Revolution in France and the Napoleonic Wars. 
21. The 1832 Reform Bill. 
22. Chartism. 
23. The Victorian Age. 
24. World War I and Britain. 
25. World War II and Britain. 
26. Britain after World War II. Thatcherism. 
27. Territory, physical structure and relief of Great Britain. 
28. Rivers and lakes of Great Britain. Climate and weather. 
29. Population of Great Britain. Historical background, languages, density and distribution of popu-

lation; migration and social structure, religions. 
30. Mineral resources of Great Britain. Chief Industries. 
31. Agriculture in contemporary Britain. 
32. British trade. Britain and Europe. 
33. Scotland: historical background and contemporary situation. 
34. Wales: historical background and contemporary situation. 
35. Northern Ireland: historical background and contemporary situation. 
36. Constitutional Monarchy. Powers and responsibilities of the monarch. Public image. 
37. Houses of Parliament. The House of Lords. The House of Commons. 
38. Political Parties. Electoral System. 
39. British government. The Cabinet. Local authorities. 
40. The legal systems. The courts and judges. 
41. The police. Crime and Punishment. 
42. Social policies of the state: health service, women rights. Trade unions. 
43. Educational system in Great Britain  
44. Mass media: newspapers, radio and TV. 
 

 

 



IV. ВСПОМОГАТЕЛЬНЫЙ  РАЗДЕЛ 

 

4.1 ПРОГРАММА ДИСЦИПЛИНЫ 
 

Учебная программа составлена на основе базовой  учебной программы «Страноведе-
ние» для высших учебных заведений по специальности 1 21 06 01 «Современные иностран-
ные языки», утвержденной УМО вузов Республики Беларусь по лингвистическому образова-
нию 15.04.2008 г., регистрационный номер ТД – СГ.013/ тип. 

 

ПОЯСНИТЕЛЬНАЯ ЗАПИСКА 

Учебная программа по дисциплине «Страноведение» предназначена для подготовки 
студентов 2 -3 курсов специальности 1 21 06 01 «Современные иностранные языки». Целью 
обучения является овладение иностранным языком как средством общения в различных сфе-
рах общественной и профессиональной деятельности в условиях межкультурной коммуни-
кации, как средством социокультурного развития личности. Всего на дисциплину по учеб-
ному плану предусматривается 60 аудиторных часов: лекционных – 46 часа; семинарско-
практических занятий – 10; КСР – 4. Вузовский курс «Страноведение» носит коммуникатив-
но-ориентированный и профессионально направленный характер. Его задачи определяются 
коммуникативными и познавательными потребностями специалистов соответствующего 
профиля. 

Цель курса – приобретение студентами коммуникативной компетенции и фоновых 
знаний о важнейших исторических событиях, о географических, демографических и эконо-
мических особенностях, о культуре, традициях, государственном устройстве и социальной 
жизни стран изучаемого языка, а также умение использовать полученные знания в профес-
сиональной деятельности. 

Содержание курса определяется следующими требованиями, выдвигаемыми к знани-
ям специалиста с квалификацией «Лингвист, переводчик (английский и немецкий языки)», 
который должен: 

• владеть знаниями о культуре стран изучаемого языка (Великобритании и США), о 
закономерностях их исторического развития, о роли объективных и субъективных факторов 
в истории, в формировании и развитии наций и национальных государств, знать этапы их 
социально-экономического и политического развития, географическое положение, государ-
ственный и политический строй, политические партии и общественные организации; систе-
му образования;  

• осуществлять основные функции переводчика-референта (коммуникативную, гно-
стическую, аналитическую, конструктивно-планирующую, организаторскую) на основе ин-
теграции знаний и профессионально значимых умений и навыков; 

• использовать иностранный язык как средство межкультурной коммуникации для 
решения профессиональных задач на основе требований групповой работы и сотрудниче-
ства. 

Профессиональная составляющая курса состоит в формировании и развитии следую-
щих основных элементов профессионально ориентированной деятельности выпускника: 



• информационно-аналитическая работа с различными источниками информации на 
иностранном языке (пресса, радио и телевидение, документы, специальная и справочная ли-
тература); 

• переводческая работа в устной и письменной форме, в том числе перевод статей 
страноведческого характера. 

В этих целях отрабатываются следующие основные навыки и умения: 

• вести на иностранном языке беседу, участвовать в дискуссии; 

• воспринимать и обрабатывать страноведческую информацию на иностранном языке, 
полученную из печатных, аудиовизуальных и электронных источников информации; 

•осуществлять последовательный и двусторонний перевод в рамках профессиональ-
ной сферы общения, с учетом фоновых знаний о стране (знаниях об её государственном и 
политическом укладе, о политических партиях и общественных организациях, об экономике 
и ее месте в мировом и европейском экономическом пространстве, системе образования, 
культуре, нравах и традициях). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



I. УЧЕБНО-МЕТОДИЧЕСКАЯ КАРТА ДИСЦИПЛИНЫ 

№ 
п/п 

Название раздела, темы, 
занятия; перечень 

изучаемых вопросов 

Количество аудиторных часов Материаль-
ное обеспе-
чение заня-

тия 
(наглядные, 
методиче-
ские посо-
бия и др.) 

Лите-
ратура 

Формы 
контроля 
знаний 

Лек
ции 

Практи-
ческие 
(семи-

нарские) 
занятия 

Лабо-
ратор-
ные 
заня-
тия 

Управляе-
мая 

самостоя-
тельная 
работа 

студента 

  46 14  2    
1 Раздел 1 

Physical and human geo-
graphy 

2 2      

1.1 Physical geography.  2 2   УМК [1] [4] 
[8] 
[9] 

Фронтальный 
опрос 

2 Раздел 2 
History of Great Britain 

20 6      

2.1 Ancient Britain. The Ro-
man Conquest 

2     [1] [4] Фронтальный 
опрос 

2.2 The Anglo-Saxon Con-
quest. King Alfred the 
Great. The Vikings 

2    УМК [1] [4]  

2.3 Britain in the Middle Ages 
(11th – 15th centuries) 

4 2   УМК, 
раздаточны
й материал 

[1] [4]  

2.4 Tudor Britain 2    УМК, 
раздаточны
й материал 

[1] [4] Фронтальный 
опрос 

2.5 Britain in the 17th – 18th 
centuries 

4 2   Медиа-
проектор 

[1] [4] Подготовка 
сообщений 

2.6 Britain in the 19th centu-
ry. The Victorian Era 

4 2      

2.7 Britain in the 20th century 2       
3 Раздел 3 

State system in the UK 
16 4      

3.1 Britain as a constitutional 
monarchy.  

6 2   УМК [6] [8] 
[9] 

Фронтальный 
опрос 

3.2 Three branches of power. 
Parliament and elections. 

6 2      

3.3 Political parties. Govern-
ment 

4       

4 Раздел 4 
The British, British cul-
ture and way of life 

8 2      

4.1 Educational System in 
Great Britain 

4     [6] [8] Фронтальный 
опрос 

4.2 The British and their way 
of life. British Culture 

4 2  2  [6] [9] Фронтальный 
опрос 
Представление 
презентаций по 
истории, 
общественно-
политическому 
строю и 
культуре 
Великобритании 

4.3 British Studies Test    2 Компьютер  Тест 

 



II. СОДЕРЖАНИЕ УЧЕБНОГО МАТЕРИАЛА 

№ 
п/п 

Наименование раз-
делов, тем 

Количество часов 
Аудиторные 

Самост. работа 
Лекции 

Практич. 
семинар. 

Лаб. зан. КСР 

  46 14  2 82 
1.0 Раздел 1 

Physical and human 
geography 

2 2   6 

1.1 Physical  geography.  2 2   6 

2.0 Раздел 2 
Еаrly History of 
Great Britain 

20 6   46 

2.1 Ancient Britain. The 
Roman Conquest 

2    6 

2.2 The Anglo-Saxon 
Conquest. King Alfred 
the Great. The Vikings 

2    6 

2.3 Britain in the Middle 
Ages (11th – 15th 
centuries) 

4 2   8 

2.4 Tudor Britain 2    8 
2.5 Britain in the 17th – 

18th centuries 
4 2   6 

2.6 Britain in the 19th 
century. The Victorian 
Era 

4 2   6 

2.7 Britain in the 20th 
century 

2    6 

3.0 Раздел 3 
State system in the 
UK 

16 4   18 

3.1 Britain as a 
constitutional 
monarchy.  

6 2   6 

3.2 Three branches of 
power. Parliament and 
elections. 

6 
2   6 

3.3 Political parties. 
Government 

4 
   6 

4.0 Раздел 4 
The British, British 
culture and way of 
life 

8 2   12 

4.1 Educational System in 
Great Britain 

4    6 

4.2 The British and their 
way of life. British 
Culture 

4 2   6 

4.3 British Studies Test    2  

 

 

 



III. ИНФОРМАЦИОННО-МЕТОДИЧЕСКАЯ ЧАСТЬ 

ОСНОВНАЯ УЧЕБНАЯ ЛИТЕРАТУРА 

1. Голицинский Ю.Б. Великобритания. СПб.: КАРО, 2005. 
2. Baranovsky L.S., Kozikis D.D. How do you do, Britain? Minsk, 1997. 
3. Baranovsky L.S., Kozikis D.D. Panorama of Great Britain. Minsk, 1990. 
4. Kozikis D., Medvedev G., Demchenko N. British Studies. Minsk: Lexis, 2005. 
5. Oschepkova V., Shustilova J. Britain in Brief. М., 1999. 
6. Satinova V.F. Read and speak about Britain and the British. Minsk, 2000. 
 

ДОПОЛНИТЕЛЬНАЯ ЛИТЕРАТУРА 

1. Британское общество: Задания к практическим занятиям по курсу «Страно-
ведение Великобритании»: В 3-х ч. Ч.1 – Национальное единство и различия 
/ Сост. Болдак И.А., Валько О.В. Гродно: ГрГУ, 2000. 

2. Ерофеев Н.А. Туманный Альбион: Англия и англичане глазами русских, 
1825-1853 гг. М.: Наука, 1982. 

3. Квеннел Ч.Г.Б. История повседневной жизни Англии 1066-1499. Смоленск: 
Русич, 2006. 

4. Кертман Л.Е. География, история и культура Англии. М., 1979. 
5. Краткая история Англии: Пособ. для старшеклассников / Адамчик В.В. [и 

др.] Минск: Харвест, 2003. 
6. Мортон А.Л. История Англии. М., 1989. 
7. Польская Н.М. Великобритания. М., 1996. 
 

ИНТЕРНЕТ-РЕСУРСЫ 

1. 2001 population census: www.bbc.co.uk 
2. Church of England: www.cofe.anglican.org 
3. Department for Education and Skills: www.dfes.gov.uk 
4. National Childcare standards: www.dfee.gov.uk/daycare 
5. National Curriculum Online: www.nc.uk.net/home/html 
6. Political Parties in the UK : www.labour.org.uk, www.tory.org.uk, 

www.libdems.org.uk  
7. Scottish Parliament: www.scottish.parliament.uk 
8. The British Parliament: www.parliament.uk 
9. The National Assembly for Wales: www.wales.gov.uk 

 

 

 

 

 



ФОРМА ИТОГОВОГО КОНТРОЛЯ 

Итоговый контроль имеет форму зачета, который проводится в конце 5 се-
местра, и экзамена – в конце 6 семестра. Цель итогового контроля: проверка 
знаний полученных по страноведению Великобритании; контроль способности 
студентов использовать полученные знания в процессе профессиональной пе-
реводческой деятельности.  

В процессе обучения осуществляется текущий контроль в форме компью-
терных тестов, разработанных на базе СОП «e-University». 

 

СПИСОК ВОПРОСОВ  

1. Ancient people on the territory of the British Isles. The invasion of the Celts. 
2. The Roman Conquest. 
3. The Anglo-Saxon Conquest. 
4. The struggle against the Danes. King Alfred the Great. 
5. The Norman Conquest and the establishment of feudalism in England. 
6. Henry II and his reign. 
7. The historical significance of Magna Carta. 
8. The Peasants’ uprising of Watt Tyler. 
9. The work of John Wycliffe. 
10. The Wars of Roses. 
11. The Reformation. 
12. Henry VIII and his reign. 
13. The Renaissance in Britain. 
14. Elizabeth I and her reign. 
15. The Anglo-Spanish Rivalry. 
16. Crown and Parliament. The Civil War of 1642-1646. 
17. Republican Britain (1649-1660). 
18. Glorious Revolution of 1688. 
19. Industrial Revolution. 
20. Revolution in France and the Napoleonic Wars. 
21. The 1832 Reform Bill. 
22. Chartism. 
23. The Victorian Age. 
24. World War I and Britain. 
25. World War II and Britain. 
26. Britain after World War II. Thatcherism. 
27. Territory, physical structure and relief of Great Britain. 
28. Rivers and lakes of Great Britain. Climate and weather. 
29. Population of Great Britain. Historical background, languages, density and dis-

tribution of population; migration and social structure, religions. 
30. Mineral resources of Great Britain. Chief Industries. 
31. Agriculture in contemporary Britain. 



32. British trade. Britain and Europe. 
33. Scotland: historical background and contemporary situation. 
34. Wales: historical background and contemporary situation. 
35. Northern Ireland: historical background and contemporary situation. 
36. Constitutional Monarchy. Powers and responsibilities of the monarch. Public 

image. 
37. Houses of Parliament. The House of Lords. The House of Commons. 
38. Political Parties. Electoral System. 
39. British government. The Cabinet. Local authorities. 
40. The legal systems. The courts and judges. 
41. The police. Crime and Punishment. 
42. Social policies of the state: health service, women rights. Trade unions. 
43. Educational system in Great Britain  
44. Mass media: newspapers, radio and TV. 
 

 
 


