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I. ТЕОРЕТИЧЕСКИЙ РАЗДЕЛ 

 
1.1 КУРС ЛЕКЦИЙ 

 

Module 1 – Social, Political and Economic History of the USA. 

Lecture 1.1. The USA – General Information about the Country: Politics, 

Economy, Financial Sphere. 

The United States of America is the world’s third largest country with an area of 

9 million square kilometers, the population — over 320 million people (2014 – 

2015). Most of the country is in the central part of North America. It is bordered by 

Canada on the north and Mexico on the south. 

Due to its geographical position and administrative division the United States is 

one of the few fragmented countries in the world. Of the fifty states of the country 

forty-eight states are conterminous, or enclosed within one common boundary. The 

other two states, Alaska and Hawaii, are located apart from the rest of the country. 

Alaska is located in the far northwestern part of North America, bordering western 

Canada. Hawaii is the Pacific Ocean to the south and west of mainland North 

America. 

The physical geography of the United States is as varied as that of any other 

country in the world. There are huge forests, large areas of flat, grassy plains, and 

deserts I; average elevation of about 762 meters masks some great variations. These 

variations range from a low of 86 meters below sea level in California to a high of 

over 6,000 meters above sea level in Alaska. 

The people of the United States are descended from many, many different gr of 

people from around the world. It is a country of immigrants. The first inhabitants 

came from Asia, crossing the Bering Strait into Alaska during the last Ice Age. 

Almost 40 years later, Spanish adventurers entered what is now the southwestern 

United Stat way of Mexico. From that time, migrations have continued — Europeans, 

Africans, Asians, and other people from the Americas entering the country to live and 

work, adding their cultures to that of the nation. 

The United States is spread over a huge area of the Western Hemisphere. For 

example, the total distance between the most eastern Florida Key and most western 

island of Hawaii is 9,418 kilometers. The conterminous United States stretches some 

4,664 kilometers from Maine in the east to California in the west. From the northern 

border of North Dakota to the southern border of Texas, it is 2,585 kilometers. 

It is little wonder that within a country so large there can be found so many 

different landscapes. 

The country can be divided from the point of view of physical geography into 

nine regions. These are: (1) the Coastal plains, (2) the Appalachian Highlands, (3) the 

Interior Plains, (4) the Interior Highlands, (5) the Rocky Mountains, (6) the 

Intermontane Plateaus and Basins, (7) the Pacific Coastal Ranges, (8) Alaska, and (9) 

Hawaii. 

Climate: The climate varies along with the landscape, from tropical in Hawaii 

and southern Florida to tundra in Alaska and atop some of the highest mountains. 

Most of the North and East experience a temperate continental climate, with warm 



summers and cold winters. Most of the American South experiences a subtropical 

humid climate with mild winters and long, hot, humid summers. Rainfall decreases 

markedly from the humid forests of the Eastern Great Plains to the semiarid short 

grass prairies on the High Plains adjoining the Rocky Mountains. Arid deserts, 

including the Mojave, extend through the lowlands and valleys of the American 

Southwest from westernmost Texas to California and northward throughout much of 

Nevada. Some parts of the American West, including San Francisco, California, have 

a Mediterranean climate. Rain forests line the windward mountains of the Pacific 

Northwest from Oregon to Alaska. 

Major lakes and river systems: Two enormous drainage systems dominate the 

U.S. landscape: the Great Lahes-St. Lawrence River and the Mississippi-Missouri 

rivers drainage areas. More than 75 % of the freight transported along U.S. inland 

waterways moves on these waterways. Here, comes the list of the major 12 rivers of 

the USA and their length in km. 

U.S. deserts: The Great Basin is an area of inland drainage in the western United 

States. It includes most of Nevada and portions of Utah, Oregon, Idaho, and 

California and forms a triangle, widest in the north, with a total area of 544,000 sq. 

km (210,000 sq. mi). The basin has a gradual slope from the north, where the 

elevation is 120 m (400 ft.) above sea level, down to 86 m (282 ft) below sea level in 

Death Valley, California, in the south. The basin is an area of interior drainage, that 

is, its waterways drain into desert flats, not into the sea. 

The Mojave Desert is an arid region in southern California, part of the Great 

Basin. It has an area of 52,000 sq. km (20,000 sq. mi). The Mojave National 

Preserve, established in 1994, covers 6,199 sq. km (2,393 sq. mi). The Mojave has 

deposits of borax and iron ore. The Colorado Desert is adjacent. 

The Sonoran Desert is a large, low, arid region lying primarily in southwestern 

Arizona, southeastern California, and northwestern Mexico. The desert is bounded by 

the Mojave Desert in the north, the Arizona highlands region in the east, Mexico’s 

Sierra Madre Occidental in the south, and the Gulf of California and the Pacific 

Ocean in the west. The Sonoran covers about 310,799 sq. km (about 120,000 sq. mi). 

While the Sonoran Desert accounts for only 20 % of Arizona's land area, more than 

Name km mi 
Mississippi-Missouri-Red Rock 5,070 3,710 

Missouri-Red Rock 4,090 2,540 
Mississippi 3,770 2,340 

Missouri 3,726 2,315 
Yukon 3,190 1,980 
Rio Grande 3,060 1,900 
Arkansas 2,350 1,460 
Colorado 2,330 1,450 
Columbia 2,000 1,240 
Snake 1,670 1,040 
Ohio 1,579 981 
Colorado 1,387 862 
 



80 % of the state's population lives here, mainly in the rapidly growing areas of 

Phoenix and Tucson. The desert supports numerous Native American reservations 

and United States military bases and air force. Large portions of the desert are 

preserved as parkland. Irrigated agriculture is a crucial part of the Sonoran Desert's 

economy, and ground water levels have dropped drastically since the 1960's. A huge 

supplementary water system, the Central Arizona Project, brings millions of liters of 

water each day from the Colorado River to the east side of the Sonoran Desert, 

particularly the Phoenix and Tucson areas. 

Minerals: The United States has large reserves of all the more widely used 

minerals except tin. These minerals include coal, petroleum, nuclear fuels, natural 

gas, iron, copper, bauxite, lead, zinc, and many others. The country extracts enough 

of some minerals to satisfy all its own needs and to ship to other countries as well. 

However, the country lacks a sufficient supply of some of the minerals required for 

modern industries. These must be shipped into the United States. They include tin, 

nickel, manganese, chrome, cobalt, industrial diamonds, asbestos. Though the United 

States has large deposits of oil and natural gas, the country continues to be a major 

importer of oil from the Persian Gulf states and Saudi Arabia. Natural gas is another 

major item of import. This also refers to uranium ore. At the same time the USA is a 

leader in mining activity in shale gas resources.  

Most of the oil and natural gas deposits are located in the Cordillera region, in 

California, on the High Plains, the Gulf Coastal Plain. 

Alaska too has become reputed for its oil reserves. The 1,286 kilometer Alaskan 

pipeline extends southward from arctic tundra of the North Slope to the port of 

Valdez on the Gulf of Alaska. The pipeline carries a flow of more than 1.2 million 

barrels a day; tankers then ship the Alaskan crude oil to the refineries on the western 

coast of the United States. Apart from the North Slope, seismic exploration and 

drilling has located new large-scale onshore and offshore oil fields in Alaska. Texas 

is another major region of oil production with much of it tapped offshore in the Gulf 

of Mexico. 

The principal coalfields are in the eastern United States, the main producing 

areas being located in the Appalachian Region. Hydro-electric power has been 

developed on the Tennessee River. 

In 1933 the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) was created and one of its major 

purposes was to develop electric power using the water resources of the Tennessee 

River. Today thirty-six major dams control the waters of the main stream and its five 

principal branches and produce 115 thousand million kilowatt-hours of electricity, 

almost 80 times as much as the region used in 1933. The Columbia, Sacramento, 

Colorado, as well as the Niagara River are also major sources of hydroelectric power. 

The major sites of iron ore deposits are located in the ancient rocks close to Lake 

Superior and Lake Michigan. Other deposits are mined in the Birmingham district on 

the Alabama coalfield, as well as in Pennsylvania. Pittsburgh located in the centre of 

coal fields became the first great city of steel with the ore brought to the coal rather 

than otherwise. Today other new industries have developed on the basis of steel pro-

duction. 



Large deposits of non-ferrous metals are to be found mostly in the Cordilleras. The 

discovery of gold in California in 1848 opened up the western regions of the United 

States and within a century this part of the country became fully settled. Soon the ore-

laden areas of the Cordilleras became dotted with mills to crash the ore, and furnaces 

to melt it down. Major mining activity is cooper, lead and other minerals to supply 

the growing demands of modern industry. The nation’s largest open-pit copper 

mining center is Bingham in Utah in one of the Great Basin ranges. Gigantic 

machines load ore onto long trains which slide downhill to a smelter on the shores of 

the Great Salt Lake. These methods are so efficient that the mining of ore costs only a 

few cents per ton, and the enormous supply will last for many years. 

The main deposits of uranium are located in New Mexico; Florida has huge 

deposits of phosphates, the Gulf Coastal Plain boasts of the world’s largest reserves 

of sulphur, and California accounts for the bulk of potash. These minerals are 

important sources of agricultural fertilizers. One should not bypass Alaska which also 

has large deposits of coal, copper, gold and many other minerals. 

The United States is blessed with a great variety of natural resources, the 

growing demands of the huge industrial complex of the country create many 

problems — one of which is associated with the preservation of the environment and 

the greenhouse effect. 

Economy: For a period of less than two and a half centuries the economy of the 

United States has developed into a mixed economy where both privately owned 

businesses and government play important roles. 

The United States is said to have a mixed economy because privately owned 

businesses and government both play important roles. Indeed, some of the most 

enduring debates of American economic history focus on the relative roles of the 

public and private sectors. 

The American free enterprise system emphasizes private ownership. Private 

businesses produce most goods and services, and almost two-thirds of the nation's 

total economic output goes to individuals for personal use (the remaining one-third is 

bought by government and business). The consumer role is so great, in fact, that the 

nation is sometimes characterized as having a "consumer economy." 

However, like in all modern economies, there are limits to free enterprise and 

private ownership. Americans generally agree that some services are better performed 

by public rather than private enterprise. For instance, in the United States, govern-

ment is primarily responsible for the administration of justice, education (although 

there are many private schools and training centers), the road system, social statistical 

reporting, and national defense. In addition, government is often asked to intervene in 

the economy to correct situations in which the price system does not work. It 

regulates "natural monopolies," for example, and it uses antitrust laws to control or 

break up other business combinations that become so powerful that they can 

surmount market forces. 

One of the most significant structural changes observed in the U.S. economy has 

been a shift in production of goods to the delivery of services as the dominant feature 

of the American economy. Service industries include banking, hotels and restaurants 

and communications, as well as many other areas. This sector of the economy now 



contributes the greatest share of the nation's gross national product. 

Many economists feel that the U.S. has the potential to increase its overall 

economic productivity by making heavier investment in the new service and high-

tech industries instead of subsidizing competitive manufacturing industries. These 

observers believe that the U.S. economy, still organized for basic production, is 

unprepared for the future. They believe the government should play a more active 

role in developing a long-term industrial policy that directs capital investment and 

training in the new service and high-tech industries. 

Basic ingredients of the U.S. economy are its natural resources, the number of 

available workers and, more importantly, their productivity, the quality of available 

labor, labor mobility, efficient management, flexible business organization structures, 

financial resources, federal and state government protection and regulation. 

While consumers and producers make most decisions that mold the economy, 

the government activities have a powerful effect on the U.S. economy through fiscal 

and monetary policy, regulation and control, providing many direct services and di-

rect assistance. 

The U.S.A. is the world's leading producer of many manufactured and 

agricultural goods. The new service and high-tech industries now contribute the 

greatest share of the nation’s gross national product. 

Current international trade developments in areas such as foreign 

competitiveness, import-export policies, and currency exchange rates have posed 

tough problems for the United States' economy. 

Major concerns of the U.S. economy are declining growth rates, enormous federal 

budget deficit, and national debt. 

Monetary policy in the United States is determined and implemented by the 

United States Federal Reserve System, commonly referred to as the Federal 

Reserve. Established in 1913 to provide central banking for the public, the Federal 

Reserve is a quasi-public institution; technically a private corporation and 

independent in its day-to-day operations, but legislatively accountable to Congress, 

and, controlled by the publicly-appointed Board of Governors. 

The Federal Reserve is managed by an independent board of directors appointed 

jointly by its member banks, and Congress. The Chairman of the Board is generally 

considered to have the most important position, followed by the Federal Reserve 

Bank of New York's president. The Federal Reserve System is primarily funded by 

interest collected on their portfolio of securities from the U.S. Treasury; nearly all the 

interest the Federal Reserve collects is rebated to the government each year. 

The Federal Reserve has three main mechanisms for manipulating the money 

supply. Firstly, it can buy or sell treasury securities. Selling securities has the effect 

of reducing the monetary base (because it accepts money in return for purchase of 

securities), taking that money out of circulation. Purchasing treasury securities 

increases the monetary base (because it pays out hard currency in exchange for 

accepting securities). Secondly, the discount rate can be changed. And finally, the 

Federal Reserve can adjust the reserve requirement, which can affect the money 

multiplier.  

In practice, the Federal Reserve uses open market operations to influence short 



term interest rates, which is the primary tool of monetary policy. The federal funds 

rate, for which the Federal Open Markets Committee announces a target on a regular 

basis, reflects one of the key rates for interbank lending. 

Open market operations change the supply of reserve balances, and the federal 

funds rate is sensitive to these operations. In theory, the Federal Reserve has 

unlimited capacity to influence this rate, and although the federal funds rate is set by 

banks borrowing and lending funds to each other, the federal funds rate generally 

stays within a limited range above and below the target (as participants are aware of 

the Fed's power to influence this rate). 

Assuming a closed economy, where foreign capital or trade does not affect the 

money supply, when interest rates go down, money supply increases. Businesses and 

consumers have a lower cost of capital and can increase spending and capital impro-

vement projects. This encourages short-term growth. Conversely, when interest rates 

go up, the money supply falls, increasing the cost of capital and leading to more 

conservative spending and investment. The Federal Reserve increases interest rates to 

combat inflation. 

 

Lecture 1.2. The American Colonial Society. 

The history of the USA began in a biological and cultural collision of Europeans, 

Native Americans, and Africans. Europeans initiated this contact and often dictated 

its terms. For Native Americans and Africans, American history began in disaster. 

The conquest and enslavement were accompanied by centuries of cultural interaction.  

Columbus was not the first European to reach the continent. It is acknowledged 

today that Scandinavians traveled to North America from Greenland in the 11th 

century and set up a short-lived colony at L'Anse aux Meadows, Nova Scotia. 

There is a speculation that an obscure mariner traveled to the Americas before 

Columbus and provided him with maps for his later claims. 

There are also many theories of expeditions to the Americas by a variety of 

peoples throughout time; one of the most consistent is the first exploration (before 

1472) of two, led by Joao Vaz Corte Real to Terra Verde (today's Newfoundland). 

Some scholars argue that European fishermen had discovered the fishing waters 

off eastern Canada by 1480. 

But the first recorded voyage to North America was made by John Cabot, an 

Italian navigator in the service of England, who sailed from England to 

Newfoundland in 1497. 

Giovanni da Verrazano in 1524, and Jacques Cartier in 1534, explored nearly the 

whole Atlantic coast of the present United States for France. 

However, there is one thing that sets off Columbus's first voyage from all early 

voyages: less than two decades later the existence of America became known to the 

general public throughout Europe. And unlike the voyage of the Scandinavians, 

Columbus's voyages led to a relatively quick, general and lasting recognition of the 

existence of the New World by the Old World, to the Columbian exchange of species 

(both those harmful to humans, such as viruses, bacteria, and parasites, and beneficial 

to humans, such as tomatoes, potatoes, maize, and horses), and the first large-scale 

colonization of the Americas by Europeans. The voyages also inaugurated ongoing 



commerce between the Old and New Worlds, thus providing the basis for 

globalization. 

Traditionally, Columbus is viewed as a man of heroic stature and bravery, and 

also of faith but only by the European-descended population of the New World. 

Before Columbus arrived in the New World, several flourishing civilizations had 

existed there for centuries. The earliest inhabitants of America may have arrived over 

25,000 years before Columbus. It is certain that people had been living in what is 

now Nevada by 9000 B.C. Between 3000 and 2000 B.C., people began to settle in 

communities where they carried on some farming and fishing. Remains from the first 

large building projects, from 500 B.C. to 500 A.D., consist of large ceremonial 

earthworks or mounds. 

By the time Columbus reached the New World in 1492, the American 

civilizations had reached a level of culture which included personal wealth, fine 

buildings, expert craftsmanship, and religions which structured the daily lives of the 

people. The European colonization of the two American continents forever changed 

the lives and cultures of the Native inhabitants of America. Some historians estimate 

that up to 80 % of some Native populations, may have died due to European diseases, 

and many tribes and cultures were completely eliminated in the course of European 

westward expansion. 

Originally, keeping Native Americans as slaves was tried, but eventually almost 

all slaves were blacks. The first African slaves arrived in the present day United 

States in 1526. 21 % of the population on the eve of the American Revolution (1775-

1783) was of African descent, almost all working as slaves. 

Early Colonists: In North America the French, Dutch and even Russian 

colonists established rudimentary societies and elaborate trading networks with the 

indigenous peoples. But among the European invaders of North America, only the 

English, established colonies of agricultural settlers, whose interests in Native 

Americans were less about trade than about the acquisition of land. That fact was 

decisive in the long struggle for control of North America. 

Initially, inspired by the conquest of the Aztecs, Incas, and other large Native 

American populations, the first Englishmen expected the same. The main purpose 

was the hope of finding gold or the possibility (or impossibility) of finding a 

passage through the Americas to the Indies. Other early English explorers such as 

Francis Drake plundered the wealth of the Spanish settlers. 

So, at the beginning of the colonial period there was a strong pull to come to 

America for its possible imperial riches.  

English migrants came to America for two main reasons. The first reason was 

religious tied to the English Reformation. King Henrу VIII broke with the (Catholic 

Church in the 1530’s. The new Church of England developed a Protestant theology, 

but it retained much of Catholic liturgy and ritual forms. Within the Church of 

England, radical Protestants, later called Puritans, wanted to suppress the remaining 

Catholic forms. As the fortunes of the Puritans depended on the religious preferences 

of English monarchs, so in the long run, they became willing to immigrate to 

America. Groups of colonists came to America searching for either an asylum to 

practice a religion without persecution or a refuge to begin a new and holier settle-



ment where complete theological agreement could be found. 

The second reason for English colonization was that, land in England had become 

scarce. The population of England doubled from 1530 to 1680. In the same years, 

many of England's largest landholders evicted tenants from their lands, fenced the 

lands, and raised sheep for the expanding wool trade. The result was a growing 

number of young, poor, underemployed, and often desperate English men and 

women. 

It was from their ranks that colonizers recruited most of the English population 

for the mainland colonies. American land- owners were in need of laborers and were 

willing to pay for a laborers’ passage to America if they served them for several 

years. However, life was hard for these indentured servants and work was becoming 

harder and harder. Moreover, in America many young men could not find enough 

eligible women to start families with. 

Early colonies: The colonists who came to the New World were by no means a 

homogeneous mix, but rather a variety of different social and religious groups. The 

Quakers of Pennsylvania, the Puritans of New England, the gold-hungry settlers of 

Jamestown, and the convicts of Georgia each came to the new continent for vastly 

different reasons, and they created colonies with very different social, religious, 

political, and economic structures. 

The English made a number of failed ventures in the closing decades of the 16th 

century. The first attempts, notably the Colony of Roanoke, resulted in failure. The 

"Lost Colony of Roanoke" was established in 1586 off the coast of today’s North 

Carolina by Sir Walter Raleigh. Over a hundred men, women, and children had 

apparently disappeared in the middle of their daily tasks. 

England made its first successful efforts only at the start of the 17th century. 

Historians typically recognize four regions in the lands that later became the eastern 

United States. They are: New England, the Middle Colonies, the Chesapeake Bay and 

the Southern Colonies. Some historians add a fifth region — the frontier which had 

certain unifying features no matter what sort of colony it sprang from. 

The Chesapeake Bay region: The first truly successful English colony was 

established in 1607, in a region called Virginia (named in honor of Queen Elizabeth I, 

the "Virgin Queen"). It lay on an island in the James River, near its Chesapeake Bay 

estuary. 

The Virginia Colony or Jamestown — named after James I — almost became the 

next in the string of failed colonies. The venture was financed and coordinated by a 

joint stock company — the London Virginia Company. With only gold in mind, the 

company sent jewelers, goldsmiths, aristocrats, and the like — but not a single 

farmer. The colonists behaved as the company had expected them to. Hoping to 

obtain all of their food by trading with the nearby Powhatan tribes, they spent their 

time searching for gold. This meant that their settlement was highly socially unstable 

as well as unprofitable, because individual colonists felt little attachment to their 

community but instead were seeking individual wealth. 

However, the colony survived, due to the efforts of an enigmatic figure named 

John Smith. 

New England: The next successful English colonial venture was of an entirely 



different sort than the Chesapeake settlements. It was founded by two separate groups 

of religious dissenters. Both demanded greater church reform and elimination of 

Catholic elements remaining in the Church of England. But whereas the Pilgrims 

sought to leave the Church of England, the Puritans wanted to reform it by setting an 

example of a holy community through the society they were to build in the New 

World. The first settlers who came to America for religious reasons were the 

Pilgrims. 

The Pilgrims: They originated from a small Protestant congregation in Scooby 

Manor, England, whose members sailed in 1605 for the Netherlands. At that time the 

Netherlands had a reputation as a safe haven for those facing persecution. The emi-

grants soon grew dissatisfied with the heavy Dutch influence on their children and 

with poor economic conditions. They also experienced some persecution, motivated 

by the Dutch government's alliance with James I. As a result, some of them joined a 

larger group of Separatists who had remained in England, and sailed for the New 

World, taking the name Pilgrims. 

These men and women, sailed to America on the Mayflower, intending to arrive in 

the northern parts of what was known as Virginia — somewhere in the area of 

today’s New York. Blown off course, they came instead to what is now called 

Massachusetts, and landed on the west side of Lower Cape Cod. Before 

disembarking, they drew up the Mayflower Compact, by which they gave themselves 

broad powers of self-governance. They later relocated to Plymouth Colony on the 

mainland, establishing that settlement on December 21, 1620. 

Like the settlers at Jamestown, the Pilgrims had a difficult first winter, having had 

no time to plant crops. Most of the settlers died of starvation, including the leader, 

John Carver, the first elected colonial governor in American history. 

Later in 1621, the colonists enlisted the aid of Squanto and Samoset, two 

American Indians who had learned to speak some English. With the help of friendly 

Indians, the Pilgrims were able to build houses and raise food crops. That fall brought 

a bountiful harvest, and the first Thanksgiving was held. To show how they felt about 

the Indians' help, they invited the Indians to share their first Thanksgiving feast. 

The Puritans: A second group of colonists established the Massachusetts Bay 

Colony in 1629. This group was the Puritans, who sought to reform the Anglican 

Church by creating a new, pure church in the New World. This expedition consisted 

of 400 Puritans organized by the Massachusetts Bay Company. Within two years, an 

additional 2,000 had arrived in America in waves of emigration known as the "Great 

Migration." In the New World the Puritans created a deeply religious, socially tight-

knit and politically innovative culture that still lingers on in the modern United 

States. 

Although it is a common myth in modern American society that the Puritans came 

to America seeking religious freedom, perhaps a more accurate term would be 

"religious domination." They hoped that America would be a "redeemer nation." 

Though they fled from religious repression in England, they did not seek to 

establish toleration in America. The Puritan social ideal was that of the "nation of 

saints" or the "City upon a Hill," an intensely religious community that would serve 

as an example for all of Europe and stimulate mass conversion to Puritanism. 



Roger Williams and Anne Hutchinson were Puritans who did not agree with the 

strict rules of the Massachusetts ministers. They taught a gentler kind of Puritan 

religion, and, because of their beliefs, they were forced to leave Massachusetts with 

their followers. They started settlements in the new colony of Rhode Island; one of 

them became the town of Providence. It was soon to become a haven for other 

religious refugees from the Puritan community. 

The political structure of the Puritan colonies is often misunderstood. Officials 

were elected by the community, but only white males who were members of a 

Congregationalist church could vote. Officials had no responsibility to "the people," 

their function was to serve God by best overseeing the moral and physical 

improvement of the community. However, it was not a theocracy either. 

Congregationalist ministers had no special powers in the government. Thus, in the 

political structure of Puritan society one could see both the democratic form and the 

emphasis on civic virtue that was to characterize post-Revolutionary American 

society. Although some characterize the strength of Puritan society as repressively 

communal, others point to it as the basis of the later American value on civic virtue, 

and an essential foundation for the development of democracy. 

Socially, the Puritan society was tightly knit. No one was allowed to live alone for 

fear that their temptation would lead to the moral corruption of all Puritan society. 

Because marriage took place within the geographic location of the family, during 

several generations many towns were more like clans, composed of several large, 

intermarried families. The strength of Puritan society was reflected through its 

institutions, specifically, its churches, town halls, and militias. All members of the 

Puritan community were expected to be active in all three of these organizations, 

ensuring the moral, political, and military safety of their community. 

Economically, Puritan New England fulfilled the expectations of its founders. 

Unlike the cash crop oriented Chesapeake region, the Puritan economy was based on 

the efforts of individual farmers, who harvested enough crops to feed themselves and 

their families and to trade for goods they could not produce themselves. There was a 

generally higher economic standard of living in New England than in the 

Chesapeake. On the other hand, town leaders in New England could literally rent out 

the town’s impoverished families for a year to anyone who could afford to board 

them, as a form of charity and as a form of cheap labor. Along with farming growth, 

New England became an important mercantile and shipbuilding center, often serving 

as the hub for trading between the South and Europe. 

The Middle Colonies: The Middle Colonies, consisting of the present-day states 

of New York, Pennsylvania, the three counties of Delaware, and Maryland were 

characterized by a large degree of diversity: religious, political, economic, and ethnic. 

They were called the Middle Colonies because they lay between New England 

and other colonies to the south. One of the Middle Colonies was settled by the Dutch 

and was called New Netherland. In 1664, a British fleet ordered them to surrender 

and New Netherland became the English colony of New York. The seaport village of 

New Amsterdam also had its name changed to New York. The New York colony was 

given by the king of England to his brother, the Duke of York. The duke gave a part 

of it to his friends. They started a colony called New Jersey. 



One of the most successful colonies began when the Duke of York gave a large 

area to William Penn. In 1682, Penn started planning a colony called Pennsylvania. 

Penn belonged to a small religious group called the Friends, or Quakers. 

Pennsylvania was a colony where Quakers found freedom. Settlers came from all 

over Europe, many were from Germany. Penn also tried to be friendly with the 

Indians. He signed many peace agreements with his Indian neighbors. 

Pennsylvania soon became the largest and wealthiest colony. One part of the 

colony was later separated from Pennsylvania and became the colony of Delaware in 

1701. Swedish people had earlier settled in Delaware and had brought a new idea to 

America — to build cabins made of logs. 

The large farms of the Middle Colonies grew more food than the people needed. 

The farmers shipped wheat, oats, and corn to New England and to the West Indies. 

Philadelphia (the name means "City of Brotherly Love") was the largest city in the 

colony. There were many skilled craftsmen, well-to-do merchants among its people. 

The South: The Southern Colonies are Georgia, the two Carolinas and Virginia, 

with the inclusion of Maryland which is sometimes grouped with the Middle 

Colonies. 

A few years after the Puritans came to America, a group of Catholics set out from 

England. They wanted a place to live and worship in peace, Lord Baltimore was their 

leader. 

The first group of Catholic settlers landed in America in 1634. They called their 

colony Maryland after Queen Mary, England's last Catholic ruler. One of the 

settlements was named after Lord Baltimore. Maryland became a prosperous colony 

of small farms and tobacco plantations — large farms where crops were tended by 

workers who lived on the property. 

More settlers came to live in the colony, and most of the later people were 

Protestants. So quarrels broke out between Protestants and Catholics, and Lord 

Baltimore had a law passed that allowed all people to worship as they pleased. Some 

bad feeling and tension remained, but the law worked. 

South of Maryland was Virginia, and south of Virginia was a large piece of land 

that came to be called Carolina. King Charles II of England gave this land to a group 

of nobles. In 1670 they sent people to start settlements in Carolina, and their first 

settlement was called Charles Town, which later became Charleston. 

In 1712 Carolina was divided into two colonies: North Carolina and South 

Carolina. Many settlers came to the Carolinas from England and Scotland. Some of 

them trapped for furs and traded with the Indians. Tobacco growing spread south 

from Virginia into the Carolinas. The planters also found out that rice grew well in 

the hot, moist climate of South Carolina. Soon they had trouble finding enough 

workers to tend the rice fields, so they bought African people and used them as 

slaves. 

The last of the thirteen colonies to get started was Georgia. Its founder was an 

Englishman named James Oglethorpe. He had studied prisons in England. At that 

time, people who could not pay debts were put in prison. But while they were 

prisoners, they could not earn money to pay off the debts. 

So, in 1733 the first shipload of debtors followed Oglethorpe to their new home in 



America, and their settlement was named after King George II, who ruled England 

then. For many years Georgia had fewer people than any of the other colonies. But it 

gave a chance for a new life to thousands of people from England. Their first little 

village became the town of Savannah. 

At that time, tension between Spain and England was high, and Spanish Florida 

was threatening the British Carolinas. Georgia was a key contested area, lying in 

between the two colonies. So, Georgia both helped England get rid of its undesirable 

elements and provided her with a base from which to attack Florida. 

Life in the South centered round plantations, there were few cities. Plantations had 

to be large for owners to earn a profit from the cash crops — rice, tobacco, and indigo 

(used for making a blue dye). Southern plantations came to depend on slavery. By 

1750, there were more slaves than free people in the South. 

Unification of the British colonies: By 1733, English settlers had founded 13 

colonies along the Atlantic Coast, from New Hampshire in the North to Georgia in 

the South. Elsewhere in North America, the French controlled Canada and Louisiana, 

which included the vast Mississippi River watershed. 

Although each of the British colonies was strikingly different from the others, 

throughout the 17th and 18th centuries several events and trends took place that 

brought them together in various ways and to various degrees. Some of these sprung 

from their common roots as part of the British Empire — others served to distance 

them from Britain and led to the American Revolution. 

 

Lecture 1.3. Toward Independence: the Formation of the USA. American 

Revolution. The Declaration of Independence and the Constitution of the 

United States.  

One event that began to unify the religious background of the colonies was the 

Great Awakening, a Protestant revival movement that took place between the 1730’s 

and 1740’s. 

Another event in the long process of unification was the French and Indian 

War. By the 1750's, the English colonies were spreading westward from the Atlantic 

coast. The French rulers of Canada were alarmed: as English colonists penetrated into 

the frontier, they moved into the land claimed by the French. The French government 

decided to build a line of French forts along the frontier. With the help of their Indian 

friends, French soldiers stationed at those forts held back the English settlers. In 

return, frontier settlements of the English colonists were raided by Indian war parties. 

The colonists were sure the French were helping the Indians make those attacks. 

The war started in 1754: Britain and France fought a war over land that they both 

claimed; they fought to decide who would control Canada and the Ohio Valley. As 

the French were supported by Indians, the war was called the French and Indian War 

by the American colonists The British soldiers (called redcoats because of their bright 

red uniforms), sent by the British government, were joined by men from Virginia. 

The end of the Seven Years' War in 1763 left England in control of over half the 

North American continent, including French Canada, all French territorial claims east 

of the Mississippi River. 

During the war the colonies' identity as part of the British Empire was made truly 



apparent, British military and civilian officials increased their presence in the lives of 

Americans. The war also increased a sense of American unity in other ways. It caused 

men, who might normally have never left their plantations, to travel across the 

continent, fighting alongside men from decidedly different, yet still "American," 

backgrounds. Throughout the course of the war British officers trained American 

ones (most notably, young Virginian colonel named George Washington) for battle, 

which would later benefit the Revolution to come. 

The war ended and the British and colonists triumphed jointly over a common 

foe. The colonies' loyalty to the mother country was stronger than ever before. 

However, the seeds of trans-Atlantic disunity had been sown, too. 

Ties to the British Empire: Although the American colonies were very different 

from one another, they were still a part of the British Empire in more than just name. 

Socially, the colonial elite of Boston, New York, Charleston, and Philadelphia 

saw its identity as British. Although many had never been to England, they imitated 

British styles of dress, dance, and etiquette. This social upper crust built its mansions 

in the Georgian style, copied the British furniture designs, and participated in the 

intellectual currents of Europe, such as the Enlightenment. To many Americans, the 

seaport cities of colonial America were truly British cities. 

Many of the political structures of the colonies drew upon various English 

political traditions, mainly Whig traditions. Many Americans saw the colonies' 

systems of governance as modeled after the British constitution of the time — with 

the king corresponding to the governor, the House of Commons to the colonial 

assembly, and the House of Lords to the Governor's council. The codes of law of the 

colonies were often drawn directly from British law; by the way, British common law 

survives even in the modern United States. 

Another point on which the colonies found themselves more similar than different 

was the booming import of British goods. The British economy had begun to grow 

rapidly at the end of the 17th century, and by the mid-18th century, small factories in 

Britain were producing much more than the island nation could consume. Finding a 

market for their goods in the British colonies of North America, Britain increased her 

exports to that region by 360 % between 1740 and 1770. Because British merchants 

offered generous credit to their customers, Americans began buying staggering 

amounts of English goods; From New England to Georgia, all British subjects bought 

similar products, creating an Anglicanizing sort of common identity. 

From unity to revolution: The general sentiment of injustice arose soon by the 

Royal Proclamation of 1763, This was a prohibition against settlement west of the 

Appalachian Mountains, on the land which had been recently captured from France. 

The colonists resented the measure. To many Americans, it seemed unnecessary and 

draconian, an unproductive piece of legislation by a far-away government that cared 

little for their needs. British Parliament was preoccupied with affairs in Europe. 

British officials believed that the British government — and Parliament in particular 

— had the constitutional power to tax and govern the American colonies. 

By the 1720's, most colonies had an elected assembly and an appointed governor. 

Contests between the two were common, governors technically had great power. 

Most were appointed by king and stood for him in colonial government. Governors 



also had the power to make appointments. The assemblies, however, had the "power 

of the purse". Only they could pass revenue bills. Assemblies often used their 

influence over finances to gain power in relation to governors and gain control over 

appointments, and sometimes to coerce the governor himself. Colonists tended to 

view their elected assemblies as their defenders against the king, against Parliament, 

and against colonial governors.  

Toward Independence: A number of Parliament Acts aggravated the situation in 

the colonies to the extreme. Parliament passed the Sugar and Currency Acts in 1764. 

The Sugar Act strengthened the customs service. The Currency Act forbade colonies 

to issue paper money. Many colonies saw it as an unconstitutional intervention in 

their internal affairs. In 1765, Parliament passed the Stamp Act, which required all 

legal documents, licenses, commercial contracts, newspapers, pamphlets, and playing 

cards to carry a tax stamp. The Stamp tax raised revenue from thousands of daily 

transactions in all of the colonies. In addition, those accused of violating were tried in 

royal tribunals without juries. In 1767, a new Chancellor of the Exchequer Charles 

Townshend drew up new taxes on imports (tea, lead, paper, glass, etc.) that 

Americans could receive only from Britain; the document was called Townshend Act. 

The revenue from these duties went on the salaries of colonial governors and judges, 

thus making them independent of the colonial assemblies. The organization 

responsible for enforcing customs duties were strengthened and located in Boston 

(the center of opposition). Finally, Townshend moved many units of the British army 

away from the frontier and nearer the centers of white population, he also dissolved 

the assemblies. 

Americans rioted, in every large colonial town, mobs of artisans and laborers, 

sometimes including blacks and women, attacked men who accepted appointments 

as Act commissioners, usually forcing them to resign. They also agreed to boycott 

all imported British goods — particularly tea. The British responded by landing 

troops at Boston in October 1768. Tensions between townspeople and soldiers were 

constant for the next year and a half. 

On March 5, 1770, tensions exploded into the Boston Massacre, when British 

soldiers fired into a mob of Americans, killing five men. In Britain on the day of the 

Boston Massacre, Parliament annulled all of the Townshend Duties except the one on 

tea — a powerful reminder that it would never relinquish its right to tax and govern 

Americans. The Americans, in turn, resumed imports of other goods, but continued to 

boycott tea .The Tea Act of 1773 maintained the tax on tea and gave the English East 

India Company a monopoly on the export of that commodity. The company’s tea 

ships ran into trouble in American ports, most notably in Boston, where on December 

16, 1773, colonials dressed as Native Americans dumped a shipload of tea into the 

harbor. Britain responded to this Boston Tea Party with the Intolerable Act of 1774, 

which closed the port of Boston until Bostonians paid for the tea. The Acts also 

permitted the British army to quarter its troops in civilian households, allowed British 

soldiers accused of crimes while on duty in America to be tried in Britain or in 

another colony. 

Continental Congresses: In September 1774, every colony but Georgia sent 

delegates to the First Continental Congress in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. The 



Congress refused to recognize the authority of British Parliament and decided to stop 

all trade with Britain, start collecting guns and practice using them and not to obey 

the laws passed for punishing the colonies. 

On April 19, 1775, a detachment of the British regular Army marched inland from 

Boston, Massachusetts, in search of a cache of arms and with orders to arrest certain 

prominent local leaders. At Lexington, they confronted and fired upon a small group 

of local militia, who had gathered on the town common. Further along their march, 

they confronted a much larger group of militia at a bridge in Concord, and were 

turned back. Retreating to Boston, the British soldiers were subjected to continual 

sniper attacks. 

The Battle of Lexington and Concord, coming after a dozen years of escalating 

political conflict between the colonies and the British Parliament, marked the 

beginning of the American Revolution. 

On May 10, 1775, the Second Continental Congress, with representatives from 

the 13 British colonies along the Atlantic Coast of North America, began meeting in 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. The Congress immediately began to organize a federal 

government for the 13 associated colonies taking over governmental functions 

previously exercised by the King and British Parliament, and prepare State 

constitutions for their own governance. The Congress appointed George Washington 

to head the Continental Army and dispatched him to Boston, where local militia were 

besieging the British Army. 

On July 4, 1776, the members of the Continental Congress agreed to issue the 

paper that is now called the Declaration of Independence. The Declaration said that 

"these United Colonies are, and of right ought to be, free and independent states". 

The drafting of the Declaration was the responsibility of a committee of five, which 

included, among others, John Adams and Benjamin Franklin, but the style of the 

document is attributed primarily to Thomas Jefferson. 

In the Declaration, Jefferson explained why the colonies had decided to fight 

against British rule. The purpose of the government was to protect the rights of the 

people. If a government failed to do that, and then the people could not be blamed for 

trying to change the government. Thomas Jefferson wrote a second important belief 

into the Declaration. "All men are created equal," he wrote. He also wrote that all 

men had certain rights. Those rights included "life, liberty, and the pursuit of 

happiness." 

The Declaration of Independence helped give Americans an even stronger belief 

in the lightness of their cause. But they still had to win independence.  

The American Revolution: In August 1776, King George III proclaimed the 

colonies to be in rebellion. In 1776 the prospects for American victory seemed 

small. Britain had a population more than three times that of the colonies, and the 

British army was large, well-trained, and experienced. At first the Revolutionary War 

went badly for the Americans. With few provisions and little training, American 

troops generally fought well, but were outnumbered and overpowered by the British. 

The Americans had undisciplined militia and only the beginnings of a regular army or 

even a government. But they fought on their own territory, and in order to win they 

did not have to defeat the British but only to convince the British that the colonists 



could not be defeated. 

The turning point in the war came in 1777 when American soldiers defeated the 

British Army at Saratoga, New York. France had secretly been aiding the Americans, 

but was reluctant to ally itself openly until they had proved themselves in battle. 

Following the Americans' victory at Saratoga, France and America signed treaties 

of alliance, and France provided the Americans with troops and warships. Spain and 

Holland sent supplies and money to the Americans. Polish soldiers also came to fight 

for the American cause. 

The last major battle of the American Revolution took place at Yorktown, 

Virginia, in 1781. A combined force of American and French troops surrounded the 

British and forced their surrender. Fighting continued in some areas for two more 

years, and the war officially ended with the Treaty of Paris in 1783, by which 

England recognized American independence and relinquished its territory from the 

Atlantic to the Mississippi. 

During the war years, the Second Continental Congress acted as a central 

government, but few people thought of it as a government after the war. In 1777, the 

members of Congress worked out a plan for a union of the states. The plan was called 

the Articles of Confederation;it was approved by the state legislatures. In 1781 the 

new national government started. 

The Confederation was not a strong government as none of the states wanted to 

give up much of their own power — there were many things the government of the 

Confederation could not do. In particular, Congress could not raise money by taxes; it 

could only ask the states to raise money for the national government. But there were 

some powers that Congress did have — it could declare war, make treaties, organize 

an army and navy. 

The Constitutional Convention: The perceived need for a more powerful and 

complete federal government led, in 1787, to the calling of a convention, to consider 

revising the Articles of Confederation. A total of 55 men met at the Constitutional 

Convention in Philadelphia through the summer of 1787 and  decided to write a 

Constitution, which was ratified by eleven States in 1788. In 1789, the Constitution 

of the United States was put into operation, and George Washington was elected the 

first President of the United States. I 

The Constitution proposed by the Convention, called for a federal government, 

limited in scope, but independent of and superior to the States, within its role able to 

tax, and equipped with both Executive and Judicial branches as well as a two house 

Legislature. The national legislature, or Congress, embodied the key compromise of 

the Convention, between the small states, which wanted to retain the power they had 

under the one state/one vote Congress of the Articles of Confederation, and the large 

states, which wanted the weight of their larger populations and wealth to have a 

proportionate share of power. The upper House, the Senate, would represent the 

states equally, while the lower House, House of Representatives, would be elected 

from districts of approximately equal population. 

The Constitution, itself, had to be ratified by state conventions, specially elected 

for the purpose. Several of the smaller States, led by tiny Delaware, embraced the 

Constitution. But, in New York and Virginia, particularly New York, the matter be-



came one of controversy. The Now York ratification convention became the focus of 

a struggle over the wisdom of adopting the Constitution. 

The Constitution took away many of the states' powers and specified the powers 

held by the states and the people. This division of powers between the states and the 

national government was called federalism. 

Those, who advocated the Constitution, took the name Federalists, and quickly 

gained supporters throughout the nation. The most well-known Federalists include 

Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, and John Jay. These were the main contribu-

tors to the Federalist Papers, a series of 85 essays, published in New York 

newspapers. 

Opponents of the plan for stronger government took the name Antifederalists. 

They feared that a government with the power to tax would soon become as despotic 

and corrupt as Great Britain had been only decades earlier. The most notable Anti- 

federalists were Patrick Henry and George Mason. Thomas Jefferson, who was 

serving as Ambassador to France at the time, was neither a Federalist nor an 

Antifederalist, but decided to remain neutral and accept either outcome. 

The original Constitution did not include a bill of rights because the delegates to 

the Constitutional Convention did not think it necessary to set down a list of rights. 

Most of the framers believed that because the Constitution created a limited federal 

government, authorities would not try to establish a national religion, censor a 

newspaper, or prosecute someone at a secret trial. 

When the Constitution went before the states for ratification, members of the 

Federalist Party, who favored ratification, found that failure to include a bill of rights 

had been a strategic error. The Federalists were for the bill of rights, but the anti-

Federalists were against. Even Jefferson sided with the advocates of the bill of rights. 

Human rights, he argued, were something "no just government should refuse, or rest 

on inference (here implication)." 

Under the leadership of James Madison, the Congress proposed to the States 

twelve amendments, ten of which were speedily adopted, and are known as the Bill 

of Rights. Of the twelve, one failed of ratification, and one was finally ratified as the 

27th Amendment. 

The First Amendment protected the freedoms of speech, press, assembly, and 

religion from federal legislation. The Second and Third Amendments guaranteed the 

right to bear firms and made it difficult for the government to house soldiers in 

private homes — provisions favoring a citizen militia over a professional army. The 

Fourth through Eighth Amendments defined a citizen's rights in court and when under 

arrest. The Ninth Amendment stated that the enumeration of these rights (did not 

endanger other rights, and the Tenth Amendment said that powers not granted the 

national government by the Constitution remained with the states and citizens. 

Thus, the Bill of Rights guarantees Americans freedom of speech, of religion, and 

of the press. They have the right to assemble in public places, to protest government 

actions, and to demand change. There is a right to own firearms. Because of the Bill 

of Rights, neither police officers nor soldiers can stop and search a person without 

good reason. Nor can they search a person’s home without permission from a court to 

do so. The Bill of Rights guarantees a speedy trial to anyone accused of a crime. The 



trial must be by jury if requested, and the accused person must be allowed 

representation by a lawyer and to call witnesses to speak for him or her. Cruel and 

unusual punishment is forbidden. With the addition of the Bill of Rights, the 

Constitution was ratified by all 13 states and went into effect in 1789. 

Since then 17 other amendments have been added to the Constitution. Perhaps 

most important of these are the Thirteenth and Fourteenth, which outlaw slavery and 

guarantee all Citizens equal protection of the laws, and the Nineteenth, which gives 

women the right to vote. 

Moreover, it was decided then that the Constitution could be amended in either of 

two ways. Congress could propose an amendment, provided that two-thirds of the 

members of both the House and the Senate were in favor of it. Or the legislatures of 

two of the states could call a convention to propose amendments. In either case, a 

proposed amendment did not go into effect until ratified by three-fourths of the states. 

Federalists and Antifederalists: the emerging Party system: The Constitution 

makes no mention of political parties, and the Founding Fathers regularly ridiculed 

political "factionalism.” The struggle over the ratification of the Constitution, 

however, suggested the first outlines of the system of political parties, which was to 

later emerge. 

The Federalists, who had advocated the Constitution, enjoyed the opportunity to 

put the new government into operation, while after the adoption of the Constitution, 

the Antifederalists, never well-organized, effectively ceased to exist. 

However, the ideals of states' rights and a weaker federal government were in 

many ways absorbed by the growth of a new party, the Republican or later 

Democratic-Republican Party, which eventually assumed the role of loyal opposition 

to the Federalists, and finally took control of the federal government in 1800, with the 

election of Thomas Jefferson as President. 

Winners and Losers of the American Revolution: Colonial elites: large 

landholders and plantation masters and property-holding white men benefited most 

from American independence: they continued to rule at home without outside 

interference. They became full citizens of the American republic and enjoyed the 

"life, liberty, and property" for which they had fought. 

White women remained excluded from public life, as did most white men without 

property. For Native Americans and African American slaves the legacy of 

revolution proved disastrous or at best ambiguous. 

Though the American Revolution created an independent nation in which 

slaveholders had real power, the ideology of natural rights that was fundamental to 

the Revolution was difficult to contain. Many whites, particularly in the North, came 

to see emancipation as a logical outcome of the Revolution. Thus, American 

independence was a short-term disaster for the slaves, but at the same time, it set in 

motion a chain of events that would destroy American slavery. 

 

Lecture 1.4. The USA from American Revolution (1812 – 1877) to the Era of 

Jackson’s Democracy. U.S. Westward Expansion. 

After the revolution the independent American republic was now expanding 

westwards without any opposition from either France or Britain. The 1783 Treaty of 



Paris with Great Britain defined the original borders of the country. By its terms, 

Great Britain recognized its former 13 colonies as the free and sovereign United 

States of America. 

But a young and vigorous nation wanted to expand far beyond the Appalachian 

Mountains, lots of pioneers were drawn westward by economic opportunity and a 

chance to escape or purify an earlier way of life. Forces other than the search for 

farmland also propelled the frontier westward. The Far West wag a vast storehouse of 

resources — gold, silver, coal, iron, copper, timber, rich soil, and immense grazing 

lands. The rise of industry created an almost limitless market for the West riches.  

In 1803, Jefferson, the third U.S. president, purchased the vast Louisiana Territory 

from France almost doubling the size у of the country. The Louisiana Purchase 

added more than million square kilometers of territory and extended the country's 

borders as far west as the Rocky Mountains in Colorado. 

The war of 1812 was the last obstacle on the way to conquering  the West’s 

riches. In 1808, war broke out again between France and Great Britain, and each of 

them wanted to stop American ships from trading with its enemy. Their ships were 

seized and kidnapped, American sailors were forced to serve on British ships. Settlers 

on the western frontier were also in danger as Indian raids against frontier settlements 

were increasing. 

The country was not prepared to fight a war. The navy had only sixteen ships. 

Like Jefferson, President James Madison wanted to avoid war. And New England 

merchants were opposed to war. Congressmen from the West and the South were the 

ones most eager for war hoping to conquer Canada and gain Spanish Florida (Spain 

was Britain's ally). 

Finally, this political grouping (they were called War Hawks) got their way, and 

the United States declared war on Great Britain in the spring of 1812. American 

forces tried to capture Canada. Three different invasions were tried, and all three 

failed. The British struck back and captured Detroit. The war dragged on for two 

years. Neither side was able to win. In 1814 British troops landed on the Atlantic 

coast and marched on Washington. American forces were taken by surprise and fled. 

Even President Madison was forced to leave the city. Some government buildings 

were burnt. Soon afterward, British ships sailed into Baltimore harbor and attacked 

Fort McHenry. The attack was heavy, but the American forces did not surrender, and 

the British failed to capture the fort. 

In January 1815, at New Orleans, came the greatest triumph for American forces. 

The British, having defeated France, were tired of war. Both the American and the 

British governments were eager for peace. The war increased the Americans' feeling 

of patriotism; they had pride in their country, their army and navy. For many years, 

the British navy had ruled the sears, so the British were surprised to lose battles to 

American ships. The Spanish government could not keep the American settlers out of 

Florida, and in 1819 Spain gave up all of Florida to the United States. 

Now, nobody and nothing could hinder the U.S. westward expansion, often 

called frontier expansion or movement. The United States grew rapidly. By 1820, ten 

new states had been formed. But the frontier did not uniformly expand westward 

from the Mississippi River. By the 1840's, the line of settlement had moved only a 



few hundred miles past the river. By 1850, Arkansas, Michigan, Texas, Iowa, and 

Wisconsin had been admitted as states. Then the frontier jumped across the middle of 

the country to Oregon and California on the Pacific Coast. California became the first 

state on the Pacific in 1850.  

Civil War: On March 4, 1861 Abraham Lincoln was sworn in as president of the 

United States. In his inaugural address, he refused to recognize the secession and 

appealed to the South to restore the union. But the South turned deaf ears and on 

April 12 the Civil War (1861 — 1865) began when the Southerners opened fire on 

the Federal troops stationed at Fort Sumter in the harbor of Charleston, South 

Carolina. A war had begun in which more Americans would die than in any other 

conflict before or since. 

In material resources the North enjoyed a major advantage. Twenty threes states 

of the North with a population of 22 million confronted 11 states of the South 

inhabited by 9 million. The industrial capacity of the North far exceeded the 

economic base of the South which could not support a modern war effort. Similarly, 

the network of railways in the North was beyond comparison. 

However, the Confederates had some advantages. Primarily, they were fighting a 

defensive war on their own territory and their morale was high. They had superb 

soldiers, cavalry men and more experienced military leaders, though they were 

greatly outnumbered by the Union army. The Union navy quickly imposed a 

blockade, which created serious shortages in the South. For the first years, the South 

would often win many battles, but not the war. 

Lincoln’s main tasks were to keep the country together, and to abolish slavery. 

The Homestead Act of 1862, which granted settlers 160 acres of public land free, 

was a timely move which rallied the support of thousands of farmers in the course of 

the war. Another major decision of Lincoln was the Emancipation Proclamation, 

issued on January 1, 1863 which granted freedom to all slaves in the states still 

controlled by the Confederacy. Moreover, it also authorized the recruitment of 

Negroes into the Union army. Following the Emancipation Proclamation the Union 

army recruited and trained many units of black soldiers who fought with great 

courage in the years of the Civil War. The Southern army was under the command of 

an experienced leader, General Robert E. Lee, while in the Union army two generals 

won distinction: Ulysses S. Grant and William T. Sherman. 

The Confederates, having won some important victories, marched north into 

Pennsylvania in the summer of 1863. General Lee met the Union army at Gettysburg 

in July, and the largest battle ever fought on American soil took place. After three 

days of desperate fighting, the Confederates were defeated: more than 3,000 Union 

soldiers and almost 4,000 Confederates were killed at Gettysburg with more than 

20,000 wounded on each side. On November 19, 1863, Lincoln dedicated a new 

national cemetery at Gettysburg making the most famous address in US history. 

The victory of the North marked the turning point of the war, although the 

bloodshed continued for more than a year. In 1864, a Union army under General 

Sherman marched across Georgia laying the whole territory to waste. Meanwhile 

General Grant defeated Lee’s forces in Virginia. On April 2, 1865 Lee was forced to 

give up Richmond, the Confederate capital, and on April 9, 1865 he surrendered to 



Grant at Appomattox Court House. The remaining Confederate forces soon 

surrendered marking the end of the bloodiest war in American history with 635,000 

dead on both sides. 

On April 14, President Lincoln held his last Cabinet meeting. That evening he 

attended a performance at Ford’s Theatre where he was assassinated by John Wilkes 

Booth, a Virginia actor embittered by the South’s defeat. Booth was killed some days 

later and his accomplices were later executed. Lincoln died on the following day. 

However, nothing could change the development of events after the victory of the 

North which settled two most important issues. 

Firstly, it put an end to slavery, which was abolished by the 13
th

 Amendment to 

the Constitution in 1865. It also decided forever, that the USA was not a collection of 

different semi-independent states, but a single united nation. Abraham Lincoln went 

down in American history as the greatest American president. The war left the 

country a mixed heritage of good and evil results. The war left an animocity between 

North and South that lasted for decades — the hatred that Lincoln had hoped to 

sweep away. 

U.S. westward expansion: Oregon, Minnesota, Kansas, Nevada, Nebraska and 

Colorado were admitted to the Union between 1850 and 1876. Alaska was bought 

from Russia in 1867. Then in 1889 and 1890, six states were added: North Dakota, 

South Dakota, Montana, Idaho and Wyoming. This left only Utah, Oklahoma, New 

Mexico, and Arizona in the contiguous United States, all of which had joined the 

Union by 1912. Hawaii was annexed in 1898 upon the request of a government made 

up primarily of American and European businessmen who had overthrown the 

Kingdom of Hawaii. Puerto Rico, Guam and the Philippines were annexed from 

Spain after the Spanish-American War in 1898 for $20 million. 

The order in which states were admitted to the Union reflects the frontier’s 

movement across the American West. The many resources of the West were taken 

and developed at different times and for different purposes by pioneers from the East. 

At first, many of the lands were explored by brave pioneers Alexander Mackenzie 

and George Vancouver as well as by thousands of' trappers, settlers, farmers. This 

geographic knowledge opened the way for ordinary citizens to move across the 

country to the Far West. 

The area of the Great Plains was barren and offered little to farmers who were 

used to working on land with plentiful rainfall and having trees to build houses 

 

Lecture 1.5. Issues of Corporate Capitalism Era (1877 - 1918): Industrial 

Revolution, Social Stratification. 

Industrialization and Immigration: From 1865 to about 1900, the U.S. became 

the world’s leading industrial nation, witnessing meteoric expansion in the pace and 

scale of production. This availability of land, the diversity of climate and economy, 

the ample presence of navigable canals, rivers, and coastal waterways for the 

transportation needs of the emerging industries, the abundance of natural resources, 

fast transport, and the availability of capital powered this Second Industrial 

Revolution. 

While the First Industrial Revolution in Great Britain shifted production from 



artisans to factories, the Second Industrial Revolution resulted in the United States 

pioneering an expansion in organization, coordination, and scale of industries spurred 

on by technology and transportation. The petroleum industry prospered, and John D. 

Rockefeller of standard Oil Company became one of the richest men in America. 

Andrew Carnegie, who started out as a poor Scottish immigrant, built a vast empire 

of steel mills. Textile mills multiplied in the South, and meat-packing plants sprang 

up in Chicago, Illinois. An electrical industry flourished as Americans made use of a 

series of inventions: telephone, the light bulb, the phonograph, the alternating-current 

motor and transformer, motion pictures. Innovations also occurred in how work was 

organized: Henry Ford developed the assembly line and Fredrick Taylor formalized 

ideas of scientific management. Division of labor was a basic tenet of 

industrialization. In Chicago, architect Louis Sullivan used steel-frame construction 

to fashion America's distinctive contribution to the modern city: the skyscraper. 

To finance large-scale enterprises, the corporation emerged as the dominant form 

of business organization. Corporations also grew by combining into trusts. Trusts, 

huge combinations of corporations, tried to establish monopoly control over some 

industries, notably oil. These giant enterprises could produce goods efficiently and 

sell them cheaply, but they could also fix prices and destroy competitors. Business 

leaders backed government policies of laissez-faire. High tariffs sheltered U.S. 

factories and workers from foreign competition (which hardly existed after 1880). 

Meanwhile, a steady influx of immigrants encouraged the availability of cheap 

labor, especially in the mining and manufacturing sectors. From 1840 to 1920, an 

unprecedented and diverse stream of immigrants came to the United States, 

approximately 37 million in total. They came from a variety of locations and for a 

variety of reasons, ranging from economic opportunities and search for harvestable 

land. Many fled from religious or political persecution. 

The growth of industry and cities created problems. A small number of people 

held a large proportion of the nation's wealth while others fell into poverty. Workers 

faced long hours, dangerous conditions, poor pay, and an uncertain future. The 

laissez-faire capitalism dominated the second half of the 19th century and fostered 

huge concentrations of wealth and power, on the one hand, and severe exploitation of 

workers, on the other. Big business became closely allied with government, and 

political machines, which offered services in return for votes, controlled some city 

governments.  

The life of a 19th-century U.S. industrial worker was far from easy. Periodic 

economic crises swept the nation, further eroding industrial wages and producing 

high levels of unemployment. Even in good times, wages were low, hours — long 

and working conditions hazardous. The situation was worse for women and children, 

who made up a high percentage of the work force in some industries and often 

received but a fraction of the wages a man could earn. At the same time, the unskilled 

labor pool was constantly growing, as unprecedented numbers of immigrants entered 

the country, eager for work. As late as the year 1900, the United States had the 

highest job-related fatality rate of any industrialized nation in the world. Most 

industrial workers still worked a 10-hour day (12 hours in the steel industry), yet 

earned from 20 to 40 % less than the minimum deemed necessary for a decent life. 



Labor organization: Industrialization brought with it the rise of organized labor. 

The first major effort to organize workers' groups on a nationwide basis appeared 

with The Noble Order of the Knights of Labor in 1869. Originally a secret society 

organized by Philadelphia garment workers, it was open to all workers, including 

African Americans, women and farmers. The Knights grew slowly. Within a year 

they added 500,000 workers. Soon the Knights fell into decline. Their place in the 

labor movement was gradually taken by the American Federation of Labor (AFL). 

The AFL focused on skilled workers. The objectives were pure and simple: 

increasing wages, reducing hours and improving working conditions. As such, the 

AFL helped turn the labor movement away from the socialist views earlier labor 

leaders had espoused. 

Nevertheless, labor's goals — and the unwillingness of capital to grant them — 

resulted in a number of most violent labor conflicts in the nation's history. The first of 

these occurred was the Great Railroad Strike in 1877,then a full scale working class 

uprising in several cities: Baltimore, Maryland; Chicago, Illinois; Pittsburgh, 

Pennsylvania; Buffalo, New York; and San Francisco, California. The military was 

called in at several locations before the strike to crush the uprising workers. The Hay- 

market Square incident took place nine years later (1886), when someone threw a 

bomb into a meeting called to discuss an ongoing strike at the McCormick Harvester 

Company in Chicago. In the ensuing battle, nine people were killed and some 60 

injured. Next came the riots of 1892 at Carnegie's steel works in Homestead, 

Pennsylvania. Two years later (1894), wage cuts at the Pullman Palace Car 

Company just outside Chicago, led to a strike, which, with the support of the 

American Railway Union, soon brought the nation's railway industry to a halt. As 

usual, as soon as labor exerted its immense power over capital, the federal 

government stepped in and weighed in on the side of capital by force. 

19th-century U.S. farmers also experienced recurring periods of hardship. Several 

basic factors were involved: soil exhaustion, the vagaries of nature, a decline in self-

sufficiency, and the lack of adequate legislative protection and aid. Perhaps most 

important, however, was over-production. The first, political organizations defending 

the interests of farmers came into existence in the late 19th century were; the 

Granger movement, Farmers' Alliances. 

The "progressive" era: As the United States entered the 20th century; demand 

arose to remedy the problems created by industrialization and urbanization and 

minimize violent labor conflicts and clashes, in the long run. ln the.1890's, 

progressivism emerged as a political movement. From the 1890's to the 1910's, 

progressive efforts affected local, state, and national politics. 

To progressives, economic privilege and corrupt politics threatened democracy. 

Never a cohesive movement, progressivism embraced many types of reforms. They 

wanted to democratize electoral procedures, protect working people, and bridge the 

gap between social classes. Progressives turned to government to achieve their goals. 

National in scope, progressivism included both Democrats and Republicans. They 

also left a mark on journalism, academic life, cultural life, and social justice 

movements. 

In the early 20th century, progressive reformers fought to reform working 



conditions. One of their battles was against child labor in which factories employed 

children who worked long hours. Progressive reformers used the states as laboratories 

of reform. For instance, Wisconsin governor Robert La Follett, who held office from 

1901 to 1906, introduced progressive changes such as establishing a commission to 

supervise railroad practices and raising state taxes on corporations. Following 

Wisconsin's example, one state after another passed laws to regulate railroads and 

businesses. 

Some progressive reformers supported causes that had a coercive or repressive 

dimension, such as Prohibition, a movement to prevent the manufacture, sale, or use 

of alcohol. Some woman's organizations had long campaigned against alcohol. 

Together j they worked to gain support for the 18th Amendment, which provided for 

Prohibition. The amendment was ratified in 1919 and remained law until 1933, when 

the 21st Amendment repealed it. 

When progressives began to work for reform at the national level, their major 

goal was government regulation of business. They also supported lower tariffs, a 

graduated income tax, and a system to control currency. They found a spokesperson 

in President Theodore Roosevelt. 

Theodore Roosevelt, who became President in 1901, was one the most popular 

Presidents in American history. People called him Teddy or TR. A popular toy, the 

Teddy Bear, was named for him. Under President Roosevelt, the United States 

government took many of the giant companies to court. 

Progressivism reached its peak during W. Wilson's first term as the President. 

Wilson carried out significant reforms to introduce laws governing tariffs, trusts, 

labor, agriculture and banking.  

By the late 1800's, Americans were taking an even greater interest in distant lands 

looking for new places as markets for their goods and new sources of raw materials. 

In fact, several motives combined to build pressure for expansion overseas. First, 

business leaders wanted overseas markets. Products basic to the American economy 

— including cotton, wheat, iron, steel, and agricultural equipment — already 

depended heavily on foreign sales. Business leaders feared that if the United States 

failed to gain new markets abroad, other nations would claim them, and these markets 

would be lost to U.S. enterprise.  

Second, national prestige required the United States to join the great European 

nations and Japan as imperial powers.  

Third, religious leaders supported efforts to spread Christianity to foreign 

peoples. Finally, the United States seemed to be falling behind in the race for empire; 

it had not acquired noncontiguous territories since Alaska was bought from Russia in 

1867. 

At the end of the 19th and the start of the 20th centuries, the United States began 

to acquire territories overseas. Once it acquired a territory, the United States often 

imposed its will on the people. Imperial designs sometimes evoked criticism. Some 

Americans opposed U.S. expansion and challenged the drive for an overseas empire 

and even drew political cartoons portraying Uncle Sam, a symbol of America, as a 

school teacher lecturing the various people placed under his care. 

The imperial acquisitions of the U.S.A. in those days can be summed up in the 



following lines. At the century's end, the United States began to send American 

forces to Hawaii, Cuba, the Philippines and East Asia.  

The quest for an overseas empire in the late 1890’s thus led to substantial 

American gains. The United States annexed Hawaii in 1898, conquered the Phil-

ippines and Guam from Spain in 1899, turned Cuba in effect into an American 

protectorate in 1901, and kept China opened to American traders and missionaries. 

Yet Americans were not good administrators. In 1902, American troops left Cuba, al-

though the new republic was required to grant naval bases to the United States. The 

Philippines got limited self-government in 1907 and complete independence in 1946. 

Puerto Rico became a self-governing commonwealth within the United States, and 

Hawaii became a state in 1959 (as did Alaska). 

 

Lecture 1.6. From industrial to Post-industrial Society. The Economy, Society, 

Politics. 
The Monroe Doctrine: The early 1900's, became the age of reforms and changes 

in the U.S.A and all over the world. Two presidents: TR (Theodore Roosevelt) and 

Woodrow Wilson, both belonging to the Progressivism movement, were the most 

notable politicians in the history of the United States in those days. 

A reformer at home, T. Roosevelt manifested strong imperialist ambitions in his 

foreign policy. To show America's naval power, he used to send warships and 

marines to small countries in Latin America to protect American property and to keep 

European countries from interfering in Latin America. 

Those actions complied with the ideas expressed in the Monroe Doctrine, issued 

by President Monroe in 1823 as a warning to Europe not to start any new colonies in 

Latin America. The Monroe Doctrine included two paragraphs that stated explicitly 

the basic tenets of the U.S. foreign policy. So, the doctrine's two principles of non-

colonization and non-intervention became a keystone of U.S. foreign policy for many 

years. 

In an effort to expand American power in Latin America and in the world, 

Theodore Roosevelt decided to build a canal through the narrow land that connects 

North and South Americas. With such a canal, the United States Navy could move 

more easily between the Atlantic and Pacific oceans. The canal was planned across 

Panama, but the area belonged to Colombia, which turned down Roosevelt's offer to 

buy Panama. In 1903, with the help of American warships, Columbia had to accept 

Panama's independence, and the new nation agreed to lease the Canal Zone to the 

United States. In 1906, Roosevelt visited the Canal to see how the work was going. In 

1914, the work was complete, and the Panama Canal was open to ship traffic. 

Later U.S. Presidents also used the Monroe Doctrine as a reason for sending 

troops into Latin American countries. 

The onset of the 20
th
 century marked another important event; it was the end of 

pure free market economy. This period is connected with the name of another 

reformer, President Woodrow Wilson, who started government regulation of the U.S. 

economy; the income tax was instituted in the United States. Wilson also established 

the Federal Reserve as the first central bank of the United States. The country was 

divided into 12 districts, with a Federal Reserve Bank in each, all supervised by a 



Federal Reserve Board. These banks were to serve as depositories for the cash 

reserves of those banks that joined the system. Greater flexibility in the money supply 

was assured, and provision was made for issuing Federal Reserve notes to meet busi-

ness demands. The next important step was trust regulation and investigation of 

corporate abuses. In 1916, allowances to civil service employees for disabilities 

incurred at work were authorized. The same year an eight-hour day for railroad labor 

was established. 

The record of achievements won Woodrow Wilson a firm place in American 

history as one of the nation s foremost political reformers. But his record as a 

wartime president who led his Country to victory but could not hold the support of 

his people for the peace that followed overshadowed his domestic reputation. 

World War I: Firmly maintaining neutrality when World War I began in 1914, 

the United States entered the war only after the RMS Lusitania, a British ship 

carrying many American passengers, was sunk by a German submarine. Congress 

declared war on Germany on April 6, 1917. 

The U.S. casualties in this war were 112,000 military and mainly to disease 

including influenza. The fighting stopped in October 1918 when Germany asked for 

peace.  

Uncle Sam is a national personification of the United States dating from the War 

of 1812.HIS origins trace back to soldiers stationed in upstate New York, who would 

receive barrels of meat stamped with the initials U.S. The soldiers jokingly referred to 

it as the initials of the meat supplier, Uncle Samuel Wilson, of Troy, New York. The 

87th United States Congress adopted the resolution about the progenitor of America's 

National symbol of Uncle Sam. During WWI a very famous recruitment poster 

depicted Uncle Sam pointing at the viewer with the words "I WANT YOU" 

appearing below. 

The next year, a peace conference was held in France. President Wilson offered a 

plan for a world organization to help prevent another war. The organization was 

called the League of Nations. But Congress refused to let the United States join the 

League as it supported the idea to stay out and not get involved in new European 

quarrels. Without this support, the United States did not participate in the league. 

The war changed American mentality; the United States withdrew from European 

affairs. The American people chose isolationism: they turned their attention inward, 

away from international relations and solely toward domestic affairs. Disillusioned by 

the failure of the war to achieve the high ideals promised by President Woodrow 

Wilson, soldiers returned home.  

Americans were becoming hostile to foreigners in their midst. In 1919, a series of 

terrorist bombings produced the "Red Scare." Under the government authority 

political meetings were raided and several hundred foreign-born political radicals 

were deported, even though most of them were innocent of any crime.  

In 1921, two Italian-born anarchists, Nicola Sacco and Bartolommeo Vanzetti, 

were convicted of a murder on the basis of shaky evidence. Intellectuals protested, 

but in 1927 the two men were electrocuted. Congress enacted immigration limits in 

1921 and tightened them further in 1924 and 1929. The Ku Klux Klan, a racist 

organization, attracted new followers and terrorized blacks, Catholics, Jews, and 



immigrants. 

U.S. in the 1920’s: The Roaring Twenties: The 1920's or the Roaring Twenties 

were an extraordinary and confusing time, when hedonism coexisted with puritanical 

conservatism. It was the age of Prohibition: in 1920, a constitutional amendment 

outlawed the sale of alcoholic beverages. It was the age of jazz and spectacular silent 

movies. For big business, the 1920's were golden years. The United States was now a 

consumer society, with booming markets for radios, home appliances, synthetic 

textiles, and plastics. One of the most admired men of the decade was Henry Ford, 

who had introduced the assembly line into automobile factories. Ford could pay high 

wages and still earn enormous profits by mass-producing the Model T, a car that 

millions of buyers could afford. In the 1920's, America became a nation on wheels. 

It seemed as if every family were buying a car. Buying duruble goods on the 

installment plan was a new idea in American business. The installment plan made it 

possible for people to "own" cars before they really owned them. The plan was also 

called buying on time. It had a good effect on business because more people were 

able to buy expensive things.  

But the superficial prosperity masked deep problems. With profits soaring and 

merest rates low, plenty of money was available for investment. Much of it, however, 

went into reckless speculation in the stock market. Frantic bidding pushed prices for 

above stock shares' real value. Investors bought stocks "on margin," borrowing up to 

90 % of the purchase price. The bubble burst in 1929. The stock market crashed. 

U.S. in the 1930’: The Great Depression is the period of history that followed 

"Black Thursday", the stock market crash of Thursday, on October 29, 1929. The 

events in the United States triggered a world-wide depression, which led to deflation 

and a great increase in unemployment. On the global scale, the market crash in the 

USA was a final straw in an already shaky world economic situation. 

In the United States between 1929 and 1933, unemployment soared from 3 % of 

the workforce to 25 %, while manufacturing output collapsed by one-third. By 1932, 

thousands of American banks and over 100,000 businesses had failed. Industrial 

production was cut in half, wages had decreased 60 %, and one out of every four 

workers was unemployed. 

That year Franklin D. Roosevelt was elected President on the platform of "a New 

Deal for the American people." Roosevelt entered office with no single ideology or 

plan for dealing with the depression. This "new deal" would be often contradicting, 

pragmatic, and experimental. But Roosevelt's self-confidence galvanized the nation. 

Within three months — the historic "Hundred Days" — Roosevelt had rushed 

through Congress a great number of laws to help the economy recover. Such new 

agencies as the Civilian Conservation Corps and the Works Progress Administration 

created millions of jobs by undertaking the construction of roads, bridges, airports, 

parks, and public buildings. Later the Social Security Act set up contributory old-age 

and survivors' pensions. 

He implemented a number of programs to aid the poor and unemployed. He also 

contributed to the future stability of the economy by instituting new regulations in 

business, particularly banking. 

The New Deal reflected the ideas, and was influenced by the programs, that 



Franklin D. Roosevelt and most of his original associates had absorbed in their 

political youths early in the progressive era, while serving in the Woodrow Wilson 

administration or holding other offices in the 1920's. From the progressive era, the 

New Dealers borrowed the era's opposition to monopoly, move toward government 

regulation of the economy, and put an end to age long notions that poverty was a 

personal moral failure rather than a product of impersonal social and economic 

forces. From the Wilson administration, their ideas about government mobilization 

helped to mobilize the economy for the Great War. And from the policy experiments 

of the 1920's New Dealers picked up ideas to harmonize the economy by creating 

cooperative relationships among its constituent elements. 

But, perhaps the strongest legacy of the New Deal was to make the federal 

government a protector of interest groups and a supervisor of competition among 

them. As a result of the New Deal, American political and economic life became 

much more competitive than before, with workers, farmers, consumers, and others 

now able to press their demands upon the government in ways that in the past had 

been available only to the corporate world. 

The New Deal did not transform American capitalism in any genuinely radical 

way. Except in the field of labor relations, corporate power remained nearly as free 

from government regulation or control in 1945 as it had been in 1933. But the New 

Deal did create the rudiments of the American welfare state, though its many relief 

programs and above all through the Social Security system. 

To the administration's credit, Roosevelt appointed an unprecedented number of 

African Americans to second-level positions in his administration, perhaps due to the 

influence of his wife, Eleanor Roosevelt, a vocal advocate of easing discrimination. 

And African Americans did benefit in significant though limited ways from New 

Deal relief programs. The New Deal thus established a political alliance between 

African Americans and the Democratic Party that survives to this day. 

Roosevelt's boiling public personality, and his "fireside chats" on the radio did a 

great deal alone to help restore the nation's confidence. But Roosevelt's New Deal 

programs did not end the Depression. Although the economy improved, full recovery 

had to await the defense buildup preceding America's entry into World War II. 

World War II and the end of the Great Depression: New Deal programs 

sought to stimulate demand and provide work and relief for the impoverished through 

the increased government spending. In short, federal expenditures went from 3 % of 

GDP in 1929 to about a third in 1945. 

The big surprise was just how productive America became: spending financially 

cured the depression. Between 1939 and 1944 (the peak of wartime production), the 

nation's output almost doubled. Consequently, unemployment went down — from 14 

% in 1940 to less than 2 % in 1943 as the labor force grew by ten million. The war 

economy was not so much a triumph of free enterprise as the result of 

government/business sectionalism, of government's financing business. 

While unemployment remained high throughout the New Deal years; 

consumption, investment, and net exports — the pillars of economic growth — 

remained low. It was World War II, not the New Deal, which finally ended the crisis. 
 



Module 2 – The U.S. Political System. 

Lecture 2.1.Main Features of the United States’ political system. The US 

Congress. President of the United States. The US Central Administrative 

Offices. 

The system of government in the United States of America is defined as 'federal' 

and refers to the fact that it is a System that involves the cooperation and agreement 

not only of various entities spread out horizontally, but also vertically, in the sense 

that power and responsibility are shared among the three levels of nation, slate and 

municipality.  

Historical development of US local government: The United States 

Constitution established the Federal Government of the United States. At the time of 

the writing of that document, the separate colonies, that would become states, had 

their own governments, which had grown out of smaller units. The many levels of 

government were preserved by the Constitution even as it allocated to Congress, such 

as the power to declare war. In fact, it gave practically all powers to the states except 

those that could, conceivably, work against the good of the country as a whole. In the 

early nineteenth century, the relative youth and ineffectiveness of many state 

governments resulted in the waxing strength of local governments in the United 

States. The county government became the focal point of administration and for the 

dissemination of information. Indeed, the county is still the basic political category 

although it has more power today, as a rule, in rural than in urban areas where most 

local power is held by incorporated municipalities. Even so, the relationship between 

the state and local government is far from being simple.  

A developing sense of locality, in the form of the county, as the entity with which 

citizens practically and emotionally identified, to some extent accompanied a growth 

in the feeling of the role of the state, rather than the nation, as the larger emblem of 

identity. An interesting point is that it was only after the Civil War that Americans 

began to use the term 'the United States' as a proper name that takes a singular verb 

(in the Declaration of Independence of 1776, for example, the words 'united' wasn't 

even capitalized!). 

In general, American local governments are based on the British system (going 

back to 'shires')of elected councils. The difference is that in the American system 

there is also a Strong executive level. Local governments in the United States are 

either territorial or corporate. Examples of the territorial unit are some county 

governments and local school districts. A corporate government is one based on a 

charter, such as the state may grant to a city, town or village: these city charters are 

similar to constitutions, only (of course) on a smaller scale. Such charters are 

approved and authorized by the state, and they must not contradict state law.  

A kind of exception to this necessary complete harmony with state realities is, 

perhaps, to be found in those cases where corporate governments have acquired some 

form of 'home rule', whereby they can change their own composition and laws, and 

the state government  has no say in the matter. In such instances, however, state law 

is again the more valid, and no conflict is possible. In other words, cities may adapt 

state laws 10 suit them, but not to the point of anything resembling opposition. In 



terms of delegating authority, this relationship is thus much more hierarchical 

between state and locality than it is between the federal government and the state.  

The increased involvement of the national government in the affairs of levels of 

government below it (that resulted from Franklin Roosevelt's New Deal programs in 

the 1930s) was not confined to the states. The new 'cooperative' federalism led to 

such developments as the 1972 General Revenue Sharing Act, whereby a proportion 

of federal income tax money found its way back to local, as well as state, 

governments. Numerous local governments, such as Buffalo, New York and 

Oklahoma City, now actually depend on federal funding. One bump on this road is 

turning out to be that the local targets specified by the federal government for 

particular grants may not be the ones that local officials consider correct or necessary. 

Such differences in opinion often result in not an agreement to disagree, but an 

agreement on the need to Cooperate. This has meant, in recent times, in some ways, 

the growth of the independence of states and localities; local police may not, for 

example, be required by the federal government to perform minor administrative 

tasks. 

What were at one time the relatively clear lines of demarcation between local and 

higher levels of government in the United States now have become much less sharply 

defined.  

The Governor: The head of the state executive branch is the governor. Each state 

has its own governor. The governor is elected by the people of the slate. The 

governor's job is to make sure the laws of the state are obeyed. The governor may 

also give ideas to the legislative branch. In some states, the governor appoints judges 

to the state’s courts.  

The state's constitution decides what the powers of the governor are. Thus, the 

governor’s powers may differ from state to state. All governors have the same basic 

powers though. These include executive, legislative, and judicial powers.  

The main executive power is to make sure the state's laws are obeyed. The 

governor may also appoint the heads of some executive departments.  This power 

differs from state to state. In some states, the governor puts together the state's 

budget. The governor is also the commander-in-chief of the state's National Guard.  

Another power many governors have is to make a temporary appointment to the 

United States Senate. A governor could appoint someone to take the place of a 

senator until a new election could be held. This would only happen if a senator 

resigned or cried while in office.  

The governor can give ideas for bills to the state legislature. The governor may 

also call special sessions of the legislature. Most governors have the power to veto 

bills. In many states the governor can veto parts of a bill. The president can only veto 

an entire bill.  

Many governors can appoint Judges to state courts. Many governors may reduce 

a prisoner’s sentence. Some governors may grant pardons.  

A governor’s term may be for two or four years. It depends on the state. Some 

states allow a governor to serve unlimited terms. Others allow a governor to hold 

office for only one term. In the State of California, for example, a former Hollywood 

star Arnold Schwarzenegger, who took office in 2003, was reelected in 2006.  



There are many other elected officials in the executive branch. They help the 

governor to carry out the laws of the state. These officials may or may not belong to 

the same political party as the governor. The lieutenant governor is one important 

official in the executive branch. The lieutenant governor takes the governor's place 

when the governor is absent, resigns, or dies.  

Another important official is the Secretary of State. The Secretary of State keeps 

the official records of the state. This official also publishes (prints) the state’s laws 

and watches over the state's elections. 

States also have attorney generals. The Attorney General is the chief taw officer 

of me State. The Attorney General represents the state in court and advises the 

governor on the state's laws.  

There are other officials in the executive department. Two are the treasurer and 

the comptroller. The treasurer pays the state's bills. The treasurer also takes care of 

the state's money. The comptroller keeps a record of all money taken in or paid out of 

the state treasury. In some states, the comptroller is called an auditor.  

State governments also have many executive departments. These departments 

may deal with schools, roads, social services, or the environment. Many states also 

regulate certain businesses such as banking. Generally speaking, the executive branch 

of state governments is very much like the executive branch of the federal 

government.  

At the end of 2006 there were 28 Republican governors and 22 Democrats.  

State Legislatures: Each state has a legislative branch of government which 

makes state laws. In most states, the legislative branch is called the legislature. In 

some states, it is called the legislative assembly. In other states, it is called the general 

assembly. An assembly is a group of people who come together for a purpose. The 

purpose of the legislative assembly is to make laws.  

Most state legislatures are divided into two houses. Nebraska has only one house. 

The upper house is called the Senate. The lower house is called the House of 

Representatives. In some States, the lower house is called the Assembly. It may also 

be called the House of Delegates. Members of the upper house are called senators. 

Members of the lower house are called representatives. In some states, members of 

the lower house are called members of the assembly.  

This is decided by the number of districts in the state. Each state is divided into 

voting districts. Each district must have about the same number of people. Larger 

districts are set up for electing senators. The state is also divided into smaller districts 

for electing representatives. 

The size of the state legislature is different for each state. Virginia, for example), 

has 40 senators but only 80 members of the Assembly. The state of Rhode Island has 

50 senators and 100 members of the Assembly.  

Legislative sessions are different for each state. Some states meet for 60 to 90 

days a year. Other states meet longer. Most sessions begin in January. The governor 

can also call special sessions. Here are some examples of legislative sessions:  

• Alaska meets every January for as long as necessary.   

• Minnesota meets for 120 days within two years.  



• Utah meets for 60 days beginning on the second Monday In January in Odd-

numbered years; meets for two days in even-numbered years.  

Each state sets its own qualifications for the elected officials of the state. This is 

decided by each state constitution. Members of the lower house usually must be at 

least 21 years old. Senators must usually be at least 25 years old. Most states say that 

the representative or senator must live in his or her district. Some states say that 

members of the legislature must live in the state for a certain number of years.     

Members of state legislatures may serve for two or four years. This is decided on 

by the state. The salary of members of the legislature is also decided on by each state.  

Most members of the lower house and senators earn a yearly salary. The salaries 

are very different from state to state. In some states, extra money per day is given 

when the legislature meets. 

Most of the work of the state legislature is done in committees. Many of these 

committees meet all year long. State legislatures have standing committees and 

subcommittees. Special committees may be used. Joint committees may also be used. 

Joint committees have members from both houses.  

How a State Law is made: State laws are made much the same way federal laws 

are made. It all begins with a member of the legislature writing a bill, which can 

originate from various sources.  

After a bill is written, it goes to a committee. The committee discusses the bill. If 

the committee likes the bill then the whole house discusses and votes on it. If a 

majority in the house likes it, then it passes. Then it is sent to the other house (if the 

state legislature is bicameral). If it has only one, then the bill is sent directly to the 

governor.  

Once the bill is in the other house, the whole process repeats. If the bill passes the 

second house, it is sent to the governor. The governor does not always sign bills. The 

governor has veto power over bills. In many states a governor has a special veto 

power. II is called an item veto. Using an item veto, the governor can pass the parts 

of a bill. The governor vetoes only the parts not liked. State legislatures can override 

a governor's veto.  

There have been times when a State law has become a federal law. When this hap' 

pens, many slates may have to change their laws to agree with federal law. This is 

because all state laws must agree with federal laws. 

Some States had lowered their voting age to 18. Then in 1971, the 26
th
 

Amendment gave 18year old citizens the right to vote. Other examples of this 

happening are the 15
th
 and 19

th
 Amendment. 

The 15
th

 Amendment says that no citizen may be denied the right to vote because 

of re or her race.  

The 19th Amendment says that no citizen may be denied the right to vote because 

of gender. Thus, women were given the right to vote under the 19
th
 Amendment.  

County Government: The word county comes from England. Long ago, England 

was divided into small areas. Each area ruled by a count. The area was called a 

county. The American colonists also divided up the land of each state. They called 

each smaller area a county.  



When America was young there were few large cities. Most of the land was 

farmland. Counties were set up to govern the rural areas. In many areas of the 

country, the country is still the only local government. In others areas, the county is 

made up of almost a cities, which means that one city can fill up an entire county. 

Chicago, for example, makes up much of Cook County in Illinois.  

Currently, there are about 3,100 counties in the US, most of them suburban or 

rural. There is no part of a state that is not also part of a county, except in states like 

Virginia, where a city may be independent — that is, not part of a county. There are 

cities like New York that Consist of more than one county: each of its five boroughs 

is one. French influence is in evidence in Louisiana, which has parishes instead of 

counties. Nevertheless, they are, to all intents and purposes, the same thing. In the far 

northern state of Alaska there are no counties, only boroughs.  

Each state decides how many counties it has. Minnesota, for example, has 87 

counties. New Hampshire has 10 counties. Texas has 254 counties.  

The size of counties varies. Some are very large. Some are small. The largest 

county is San Bernardino County in California. It is 20,102 square miles in size. The 

smallest county is in New York. It is called New Yolk County. It is only 22 square 

miles in size.  

County governments make sure state services are carried out. They also pass rules 

and laws for that county. Each county government only has power over its own 

county. 

County governments set county taxes which help pay for county services. The 

country decides on its budget for spending tax money. 

Counties decide the rules for land use in their county. This power is called 

zoning. A county may zone some and for farm use only. Other land may be zoned for 

business or housing only. Persons cannot build a factory on land zoned for houses. 

Zoning is used to set different tax rates. Cities, towns, and villages have zoning 

power also. 

County governments make rules to protect the people. Counties often set health 

standards for public places. They can prevent certain types of businesses from 

operating in the county. Some counties do not allow bars or noisy factories. 

Not all counties are alike in executive power. In some, a county board serves as 

both legislature and executive. Others else! a County executive of county supervisor 

with executive powers. The executive branch has departments to carry out its many 

duties. These departments may include roads, welfare, hospitals, and schools.  

Each county has county courts and judges. County courts handle both criminal 

and civil cases. Some counties have courts to handle family matters. Some county 

courts settle wills and estates.  

County Officials: Each county has a county seat. The county seat is like a capital 

city. It is the center of county government.  

County governments have many important officials. Most officials are elected by 

the people. Some of these officials are: 

• Legislators. The legislators may form a county board, county legislature, or 

board of supervisors. Legislators are elected from districts set up in the county. Often 



several at-large legislators are elected without a district. Some County boards act as 

both legislature and executive.  

• The County Supervisor or County Executive. The people of most counties elect 

the county's chief executive. In some counties, a county president is appointed by the 

legislature. In these counties, the legislature holds most executive power. The county 

president handles only day-to-day business. He or she has little power.  

• The County Clerk. The county clerk keeps records of births, deaths, and land 

sales. Some county clerks watch over elections.  

• The Recorder of Deeds, who keeps track of changes in property ownership. Not 

all counties have this office.  

• The County Treasurer. The treasurer receives the county's money. He or she 

also pays the county's bills.  

• The County Auditor, who checks to be sure that the county spends its money 

correctly.  

• The County Assessor, who decides the worth of people's property. He or she 

assesses the value of land, homes, and buildings. Owners must pay property taxes 

based upon the assessor's work.  

• The District Attorney, or County Lawyer, who represents the county.  

• The County Sheriff, who enforces county laws. The sheriff runs the county jail. 

The sheriff may take property from persons who don't pay property taxes. 

• The County Coroner. The coroner investigates deaths involving a crime. Not all 

counties have a county coroner. 

City Government: People's needs — from police to sanitation, education to fire 

protection, housing and public transportation — are seen to, most directly, by city 

governments.  

There are, broadly speaking, 3 forms of it: 

•a mayor-council form;  

•a commission form:  

•a city or council-manager form.  

In the mayor-council form, which is the oldest of the three, there is a mayor and a 

council consisting of a number of members, sometimes called aldermen. The 

structure is patterned on that of the state and federal governments. While the mayor is 

elected at large, the aldermen are sometimes elected, in other cases selected from 

wards or districts. The mayor is head of the executive branch, presiding over council 

meetings, appointing chiefs of departments, perhaps with the council's approval, and 

is often the budgetary officer of the city. He or she can veto ordinances passed by the 

legislative branch, the council.  

Two forms of mayor-council rule — the strong-mayor and the weak-mayor — 

have evolved, although they have the points already enumerated in common. The 

'strong mayor' can appoint and remove heads of city departments: few officials, in 

that scenario, are elected. He or she is the preparer of the budget, and has power of 

veto. Throughout the 1990s, the strong mayor-council form of city government was 

most Popular in cities where the form of government has been decided by the state, 

and declined in popularity in home rule cities (already mentioned), where the Citizens 



of the City have and exercise the right under state law to decide their form of 

municipal government.  

Where the mayor is a significant policy maker, an administrator may be given 

responsibility for daily operations. The legislature, in general, adopts the budget and 

general policy positions, passes resolutions with legislation, and audits the 

government's performance.  

The mayor in the other kind of mayor-council city government, the 'weak' mayor, 

has more limited powers of appointment, removal and veto, and the elected officials 

and boards are more numerous. The council's mere extensive legal powers preclude 

his being a chief executive in any truly meaningful sense.  

Mayor-council form of government is America's country's oldest form of city 

government. It is set up much like a state government. Most cities have a mayor-

council form of government.  

The mayor is elected by the people of the city. The mayor is the chief executive 

of the city. The council (a group of officials) is also elected. The most in 2008 is 

probably the mayor of New York City Michael Bloomberg, a prominent financist and 

a Republican who in 2002 followed the steps of another distinguished Republican 

Rudolph Giuliani.  

In some cities the council is elected by the entire city. In other cities, council 

members are elected by wards. A ward is a part of a city. This way council member 

represents different wards. The council sets local taxes. Together, the council and 

mayor make the city's laws. A city law is called an ordinance. The mayor makes sure 

city ordinances obeyed.  

What is the council-manager form of city government? In this plan the council is 

elected by the people. The council makes the laws for the city. The council hires a 

manager for the city. The council can also fire the manager. The city manager makes 

sure the laws of the city are obeyed. Council-manager governments are used in many 

cities.  

The commission form of city government in the United States combines, in one 

group of usually at least three, and often five or seven, officials, the executive and 

legislative dimensions. It is also, sometimes, called the Galveston Plan, after the town 

in Texas where it originated in 1901 (and which has since abandoned it). All 

members are elected, and each commissioner is responsible for at least one city 

department. One of them is the chairperson and may be called the mayor, but he or 

she has no extra powers. Historically the commission form is regarded as an 

important manifestation of the impulse in the direction of efficiency through 

employment of experts, but others have seen that tendency in a negative light — as a 

movement depriving those without any particular 'expertise' — the working class, in 

other words — of their influence. It has also been seen as a stage in the development 

of the city manager or council-manager form of municipal government. Commissions 

whose members all have different interests but equal powers have a predictable 

predisposition to unresolved disagreement. Bringing in a business manager was, and 

has increasingly been (the commission plan has rarely been initiated since the First 

World War), seen as the solution. The City manager has most executive powers, 

including those pertaining to law enforcement and service provision. He or she 



carries out the decisions of the elected council, who decide on ordinances and policy, 

and he, again, produces the city budget. He or she is thus not elected, but hired, and 

has no term of office, continuing in his or her role while it meets with the 

requirements of the council.  

In the commission form of government the people elect a commission. Each 

member of the commission is called a commissioner. Each commissioner is the head 

of a department. The commission has executive powers, it also has legislative 

powers. 

Cities with a mayor-council and council -manager form of government may also 

have city departments. The leaders of the departments may be appointed by the 

mayor of the council. City departments are very important. They carry out the city's 

services. 

Cities provide many services. Education is one of its most important services. 

Local taxes pay for most of the cost of local school. Some city governments have 

much to say on how local schools are run. Cities provide more than education. They 

have fire and police departments. Parks and libraries are also set up by the city.  

City services help people. Some people need food. Some need housing. Some 

need health care. Streets need to be cleaned. Water has to be made pure to drink. 

Garbage needs to be picked up. Businesses need to be regulated. All this, and more, is 

taken care of by city government.  

Towns and Townships: Yet other forms of local government in the United States 

include the town meeting, the representative town meeting, the township, the borough 

and the village. 

Town meetings are largely a phenomenon of New England states. New England 

includes the states of Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode 

Island, and Vermont. As often as necessary, but at least once a year, a town's 

registered voters meet, in open session, to elect officers, debate issues and pass laws 

Practical issues such as taxes, budget and building and road construction and repair 

are decided. The board officers are called 'selectmen', board of supervisors, town 

council, or something similar.  

The representative town meeting is very like the town meeting system, except 

that, while all citizens may attend meetings and take part in the debates, the right to 

vote belongs only to the (large) number chosen to be representatives.  

In a township, there is usually a mayor and three, four or five committee 

members, who are elected, and who hold all legislative powers not held by the mayor. 

An administrator may be appointed to discharge executive functions.  

A borough's mayor and six members of council are elected, and the mayor only 

votes to break ties. The council is the legislature, and the mayor appoints officers. 

Within a township there may be a village. A village may have its own government. 

The village government is usually run by trustees. Some villages also elect a mayor. 

In a village, there is, usually, a board of trustees with five elected members, one of 

whom has mayoral powers.  

Involvement of the private sector: Two significant problems of municipal 

government in the United States are where urban areas are divided among a number 

of different city governments (such as New York), and the diminishing of the tax 



base and finances of cities through the movement of the middle class to the suburbs. 

The inability of property taxes to maintain inner cities has led to greater reliance on 

other kinds of taxation, including sales and commuting taxes. In the past ten years, 

federal and state programs that stimulate investment in infrastructure by the private 

sector have resulted in major investment In American cities. 

The Transportation Equity Act for the 21th Century of 1999 is the biggest 

infrastructure program in the United States, and aims to find new ways for the private 

sector to access federal resources through innovative legislation, such as state 

infrastructure banks and revolving funds. The grant programs of prior decades have 

given way to private funding and greater local government control; more than 250 

funding programs have been made available for urban redevelopment and 

construction of affordable housing. Over $100 billion has been marked for urban 

transportation by the Act, while New York, receiving only $200 million from the 

federal government for water infrastructure, has obtained $460 million in loans. In 

the context of these developments, some think that the home rule system of city 

government in the United States is increasingly worth a closer look for the greater 

legal authority it confers on localities. 
 

Lecture 2.2. Social Movements and Political Structure of the United States: the 

Civil Rights Movement in the United States, Political Parties and Organizations, 

Social Institutions. 

The United States of America is largely a two-party system: the Republican and 

the Democratic Party.  

The Democratic Party  

Party History  

Thomas Jefferson founded the Democratic Party in 1792 as a congressional 

assembly to fight for the Bill of Rights and against the elitist Federalist Party. In 

1798, the "party of the common man" was officially named the Democratic-

Republican Party and in 1800 elected Jefferson as the first Democratic President of 

the United States. Jefferson served two distinguished terms and was followed by 

James Madison in 1808. Madison strengthened America's armed forces — helping 

reaffirm American independence by defeating the British in the War of 1812. James 

Monroe was elected president in 1816 and led the nation through a time commonly 

known as "The Era of Good Feeling" in which Democratic-Republicans served with 

little opposition.  

The election of John Quincy Adams in 1824 was highly contested and led to a split 

among Democratic - Republicans. A result of the split was the emergence of Andrew 

Jackson as a national leader. The war hero of 1812, generally considered – along with 

Jefferson-one of the founding fathers of the Democratic Party, organized his 

supporters to a degree unprecedented in American history. The Jacksonian Democrats 

created the national convention process, the party platform, and reunified the 

Democratic Party with Jackson’s victories in 1828 and 1832. The Party held its first 

National Convention in 1832 and nominated President Jackson for his second term. 

In 1844, the National Convention simplified the Party’s name to the Democratic 



Party. Thus it was Andrew Jackson that institutionally consolidated the Democratic 

Party as a political organization in the modern sense of the word.  

In 1848, the National Convention established the Democratic National Committee 

(DNC), now the longest running political organization in the world. The Convention 

charged the DNC with the responsibility of promoting "the Democratic cause" 

between the conventions and preparing for the next convention. 

 As the 19
th

 century came to end, the American electorate changed more and more 

rapidly. The Democratic Party embraced the immigrants who flooded into cities and 

industrial centers, built a political base by bringing them into the American 

mainstream, and helped create the most powerful economic engine in history. 

Democratic Party leader William Jennings Bryan led a movement of agrarian 

reformers and supported the right of women’s suffrage, the progressive graduated 

income tax and the direct election of Senators. As American entered the 20
th

 century, 

the Democratic Party became dominant in local urban politics.   

In 1912, Woodrow Wilson became the first Democratic president of the 20
th
 

century. Wilson led the country through World War I, fought for the League of 

Nations, established the Federal Reserve Board, and passed the first labor and child 

welfare laws. 

 A generation later, Franklin Roosevelt was elected president running on the 

promise of a New Deal. Roosevelt pulled America out of the Depression by looking 

beyond the Democratic base and energizing citizens around the belief that their 

government could actively assist them in times of need. Roosevelt's New Deal 

brought water to California's Central Valley, electrified Appalachia and saved farms 

across the Midwest. The Civilian Conservation Corps, the WPA and Social Security 

all brought Americans into the system, freeing them from fear, giving them a stake in 

the future, making the nation stronger. 

 With the election of Harry Truman, Democrats began the fight to bring down the 

final barriers of race and gender. Truman initiated the reconstruction of Western 

Europe by establishing the Marshall Plan and the North Atlantic Treaty Organization. 

Truman's leadership paved the way for civil rights leaders who followed. 

 In the 1960s, President John F Kennedy challenged an optimistic nation to build 

on its great history. Kennedy proclaimed a New Frontier and dared Americans to put 

a man on the moon, created the Peace Corps, and negotiated a treaty banning 

atmospheric testing of nuclear weapons. Lyndon Johnson followed Kennedy's lead 

and worked to pass the Civil Rights Act and Voting Rights Act. Kennedy and 

Johnson worked together to end the practice of segregation in many southern states. 

Following Kennedy's assassination, Johnson declared a War on Poverty and formed a 

series of Great Society programs, including the creation of Medicare ensuring that 

older Americans would receive quality health care. 

In 1976, Jimmy Carter was elected president, helping to restore the nation's trust in 

government following the Watergate scandal. Among other things, Carter negotiated 

the historic Camp David peace accords between Egypt and Israel.  

In 1992, Arkansas Governor Bill Clinton was elected the 42
nd

 President of the 

United States. President Clinton ran on the promise of a New Covenant for America s 

forgotten working families. After twelve years of Republican presidents, America 



faced record budget deficits (due to enormous military expenditures), high 

unemployment, and increasing crime. President Clinton's policies were a success and 

resulted in the longest period of economic expansion in peacetime history. The 

Deficit Reduction Act of 1993 put America on the road to fiscal responsibility and 

led to the end of perennial budget deficits. Having inherited a $290 billion deficit in 

1992, President Clinton's last budget was over $200 billion in surplus. The 

Clinton/Gore Administration managed to reduce unemployment to its lowest level in 

decades and crime to its lowest levels in a generation. In 1996, President Clinton 

became the first Democratic president reelected since Roosevelt in 1936. In 1998, the 

Democrats became the first party controlling the White House to gain seats in 

Congress during the sixth year of a president's term since 1822.  

In the 2000 elections, Democrats won additional seats in both Houses of the 

Congress. Vice President Al Gore won the popular vote for President by more than 

500,000 votes but because of the indirect system of electing the President of the US 

did not make it to the White House. The 2000 elections were overshadowed by the 

"Zippergate" scandal when Bill Clinton was accused of having sex with a White 

House intern, which shocked the American nation. 

The Democrats worked hard to improve their image, and though John Kerry lost 

the presidential race to George W. Bush in 2004, they gained control over the US 

Congress in the mid-term elections of 2006. This was primarily due to President 

Bush's loss of credibility at home and the unpopular war in Iraq.  

The Democratic Aims and Vision  

The Democratic Party is committed to keeping the nation safe and expanding 

opportunity for every American. That commitment is reflected in an agenda that 

emphasizes the security of the nation, strong economic growth, affordable health care 

for all Americans, retirement security, honest government, and civil rights.  

Party Platform  

The Democratic Party has a long history of claiming to represent and protect the 

interests of working Americans and guaranteeing personal liberties for all. One of the 

places they articulate the beliefs is in the Party's National Platform, adopted every 

four years by the Delegates at the National Convention.  

The National Platform is an official statement of the Party's position on a wide 

variety of issues. Each issue category included in the Platform is a "plank." A new 

Platform is adopted every four years by the Democratic National Convention. In 

1840, the Democratic Party adopted the first-ever platform by a political party. That 

document was less than 1,000 words. Their Platform for 2000 is about 25,000 words, 

but some Platforms have been as large as 40,000 words.  

For example, the 2000 National Platform emphasized three key Democratic Party 

ideals:  

(1) Prosperity – sustaining and strengthening the economic growth that brought 

opportunities to many Americans in the 1990s;  

(2) Progress — paying attention to the aspects of the lives that cannot be measured 

in economic terms but which have a deep impact on the everyday existence;  



(3) Peace — more than just the absence of war it means protecting America's 

security wherever it is allegedly endangered and promoting so-called democratic 

values around the world.  

The Committee is responsible for drafting and recommending a proposed National 

Platform for approval at the Democratic National Convention. Its recommendation is 

presented as a Committee Report voted on by the delegates to the Democratic 

National Convention.  

Charter and Bylaws  

Essentially, the Charter and Bylaws make up the constitution of the Democratic 

Party. It outlines the structure of the Party organization, and the relationship among 

the National Convention, the National Committee, and other Party organizations or 

operations. 

Congressional Leaders 

As a result of 2006 mid-term elections, the congressional leaders are:  

Senate Democratic Leader is currently Harry Reid respresenting Nevada.  

Since Nevadans elected him to the Senate in 1986, Harry Reid has developed a 

reputation as a consensus builder and a skillful legislator. Even his Republican 

colleagues praise his reasoned and balanced approach.  

House of Representatives Democratic Leader today is Nancy Pelosi from 

California. Overwhelmingly elected by her colleagues in 2002 as Democratic Leader 

of the House of Representatives, Nancy Pelosi is the first woman in American history 

to lead a major party in the US Congress. A leader with a distinguished record of 

accomplishment on both domestic and international issues, Pelosi is successfully 

uniting Democrats behind an agenda to keep America strong and prosperous.  

Thanks to the successful performance in 2006 elections, the Democrats effected 

control of the House of Representatives from January 2007. 

After a long and exciting race in primaries against Hillary Clinton, an African-

American Senator of State Illinois Barack Obama has won the nomination of the 

Democratic Party for the President of the USA in 2008.  

The Republican Party  

Party History  

The Republican Party was born in the early 1850's by anti-slavery activists and 

individuals who believed that government should grant western lands to settlers free 

of charge. The first informal meeting of the party took place in Ripon, Wisconsin, a 

small town northwest of Milwaukee. The first official Republican meeting took place 

on July 6
th

, 1854 in Jackson, Michigan. The name "Republican" was chosen because 

it alluded to equality and reminded individuals of Thomas Jefferson's Democratic-

Republican Party. At the Jackson convention, the new party adopted a platform and 

nominated candidates for office in Michigan. In 1856, the Republicans became a 

national party when John C. Fremont was nominated for President under the slogan: 

"Free soil, free labor, free speech, free men, Fremont", which was an important 

landmark in promoting popularity of the anti-slavery Republican party.  

However, the actual emergence of the Republican party as a nationwide institution 

is associated with Abraham Lincoln who became its leader and won the presidential 

elections of 1860 to become the 16
th
 US President.  



The Civil War erupted in 1861 and lasted five grueling years. During the war, in 

January 1863, against the advice of his cabinet, Lincoln signed the Emancipation 

Proclamation that freed the slaves. The Republicans of the day worked to pass the 

Thirteenth Amendment, which outlawed slavery, the Fourteenth, which guaranteed 

equal protection under the laws, and the Fifteenth, which helped secure voting rights 

for African-Americans, although, unfortunately, almost a century passed before these 

principles were implemented in the life of the country.  

The Republican Party also played a leading role in securing women the right to 

vote. In 1896, Republicans were the first major party to favor women's suffrage. 

When the 19
th

 Amendment finally was added to the Constitution, 26 of 36 state 

legislatures that had voted to ratify it were under Republican control. The first 

woman elected to Congress was a Republican, Jeanette Rankin from Montana in 

1917. 

Presidents during most of the late nineteenth century and the early part of the 

twentieth century were Republicans. In the second half of the 20
th
 century the White 

House was in Republican hands under Presidents Eisenhower, Nixon, Ford, Reagan, 

George H. Bush and George W. Bush.  

The national structure of the party starts with the Republican National Committee. 

Each state has its own Republican State Committee with a Chairman and staff. The 

Republican structure goes right down to the neighborhoods, where a Republican 

precinct captain every Election Day organizes Republican workers to get out the vote.  

Most states ask voters when they register to express party preference. Voters don't 

have to do so, but registration lists let the parties know exactly which voters they 

want to be sure to vote on Election Day. Just because voters register as a Republican, 

they don't need to vote that way — many voters split their tickets, voting for 

candidates in both parties. But the national party is made up of all registered 

Republicans in all 50 states. They are the heart and soul of the party. Republicans 

have a long and rich history with basic principles: Individuals, not government, can 

make the best decisions; all people are entitled to equal rights; and decisions are best 

made close to home. Actually, Republicans expressing the interests of 'big business' 

and well-to-do class are strongly committed to laissez-faire principles when 

governmental interference is supposed to be minimal in the life of the state. Thus they 

are more conservative as compared to Democrats.  

The symbol of the Republican Party is the elephant. During the mid-term elections 

way back in 1874, Democrats tried to scare voters into thinking President Grant 

would seek to run for an unprecedented third term. Thomas Nast, a cartoonist for 

Harper's Weekly, depicted a Democratic jackass (donkey) trying to scare a 

Republican elephant — and both symbols stuck. For a long time Republicans have 

been known as the "G.O.P." And party supporters thought it meant the "Grand Old 

Party.’ But apparently the original meaning (in 1875) was ' gallant old party." And 

when automobiles were invented it also came to mean, "get out and push.’ That's still 

a good slogan for Republicans who depend every campaign year on the hard work of 

hundreds of thousands of volunteers to get out and vote and push people to support 

the causes of the Republican Party. However, the initial meaning of the abbreviation 

still prevails.  



From the Beginning  

Abolishing slavery. Free speech. Women's suffrage. These are the principles the 

Republican Party, in opposition to the Democratic Party, adopted early on.  

Reducing the government. Streamlining the bureaucracy. Returning power to the 

states. These issues don't sound like they would be the promises of the party of 

Lincoln, the party that fought to preserve the national union, but they are, and 

logically so. With a core belief in the idea of the primacy of individuals, the 

Republican Party has been at the forefront of the fight for individuals' rights in 

opposition to a large, bloated government.  

At the time of its founding, the Republican Party was organized as an answer to the 

divided politics, political turmoil, arguments and internal division, particularly over 

slavery, that plagued the many existing political parties in the United States in 1854. 

The Free Soil Party, asserting that all men had a natural right to the soil, demanded 

that the government re-evaluate homesteading legislation and grant land to settlers 

free of charge.  

With the election of Abraham Lincoln in 1860, the Republicans firmly established 

themselves as a major party capable of holding onto the White House for 60 of the 

next 100 years. Faced with the first shots of the Civil War barely a month after his 

inauguration preserving the Union was Lincoln's greatest challenge and no doubt his 

greatest achievement. But it was by no means his only accomplishment. Amid the 

fierce and bloody battles of the Civil War, the Lincoln administration established me 

Department of Agriculture, the Bureau of Internal Revenue and a national banking 

system. Understanding the importance of setting the frontier, as well as having a 

piece of land to call your own, Lincoln passed the Homestead Act, which satisfied the 

former Free Soil members by offering cable Land grants. Hoping to achieve a higher 

level of education, Lincoln also donated land for agricultural and technical colleges to 

the states through the Land Grant College Act, which established universities 

throughout the United States. Fully sensitive to the symbolism of their name, the 

Republicans worked to deal the death blow to slavery with Lincoln’s Emancipation 

Proclamation and the passage, by a Republican Congress, of the 13th Amendment, 

which outlawed slavery. Hoping to permanently turn back the Democratic advance in 

the South, immediately after the Civil War, the Republican Congress continued to 

push through legislation to extend the full protection of civil rights to blacks.  

During Reconstruction, the mostly Democratic South, which had seceded from 

both the Union and Congress, struggled to regain its footing. Meanwhile, the 

Republicans took advantage of their majority and passed several measures to improve 

the quality of life for blacks throughout the entire Union. First the Republicans 

passed a CiviI Rights Act in 1866 recognizing blacks as US citizens. This act hoped 

to weaken the South by denying states the power to restrict blacks from testifying in a 

court of law or from owning their own property.  

Nevertheless, Black Americans continued to be second-rate citizens especially 

after the end of the Reconstruction period when racial segregation was practiced far 

and wide.  

That same year the Republican Congress also passed the National Eight Hour Law, 

which, though it applied only to government workers, brought relief for overworked 



federal employees by limiting the work day to eight hours. As for the workers, the 

eight-hour working day began to be applied only in the 20th century.  

Assuming the presidency when McKinley was assassinated in 1901, President 

Theodore Roosevelt busied himself with what he considered to be the most pressing 

issue, ensuring the Republican principle of competition in a free market. To do so, 

Roosevelt used the Sherman Anti-Trust Act, passed in 1890 under Republican 

President Benjamin Harrison, to successfully prosecute and break up several large 

business monopolies, but basically the Anti-Trust Act remained mainly on paper. 

In 1903, Roosevelt became involved with foreign Policy, supporting 

revolutionaries who then formed the Republic of Panama. His actions in Panama 

resulted in the treaty that permitted construction of the Panama Canal. In 1905, 

Roosevelt who popularized the West African phrase 'Speak softly and carry a big 

stick' to explain his view on foreign policy successfully negotiated the Treaty of 

Portsmouth, ending the conflict between Russia and Japan. Roosevelt's 

accomplishments as a peacemaker earned him the Nobel Peace Prize and the 

distinction of being the first American to receive this award. Pursuing a hard line in 

foreign policy, he is known in history as a staunch promoter of American imperialist 

ambitions. Roosevelt easily won a second term and proceeded to continue to stand by 

his principles. Believing in the importance of work, Roosevelt was also responsible 

for creating the Department of Labor to regulate labor relations in the country. All in 

all, Theodore Roosevelt's presidency established principles winch observed by all 

Republican presidents who followed him. 

Republican women  

The Republican Party was the vanguard in relation to women. In 1917, Jeannette 

Rankin, a Montana Republican, became the first woman to serve in the House. 

Committed to her pacifist beliefs, she was the only member of Congress to vote 

against entry into both World War I and World War II. Shortly after Ms. Rankin's 

election to Congress, the 19th Amendment was passed in 1919. The amendment's 

journey to ratification had been a long and difficult one. Starting in 1896, the 

Republican Party became the first major party to officially favor women's suffrage. 

That year, Republican Sen. A. A. Sargent of California introduced a proposal in the 

Senate to give women the right to vote. When the Republican Party regained control 

of Congress, the Equal Suffrage Amendment was finally passed, granting women 

electoral rights in 1919.  

Republicans' Principles and Beliefs  

As stated above, the Republicans remain staunch supporters of the principles of a 

laissez-faire state. Republicans believe:  

• that strength of the nation lies with the individual and that each person's dignity, 

freedom, ability and responsibility must be honored.  

• equal rights, equal justice and equal opportunity for all, regardless of race, creed, 

sex, age or disability must be strictly observed.  

•free enterprise and increasing individual initiative have brought the nation 

opportunity, economic growth and prosperity.  

• that government must practice fiscal responsibility and allow individuals to keep 

more of the money they earn.  



• that the proper role of government is to provide for the people only those critical 

functions that cannot be performed by individuals or private organizations, and that 

the best government is that which governs least.  

• that the most effective, responsible and responsive government is government 

closest to the people.  

• that Americans must retain the principles that have made the nation strong while 

developing new and innovative ideas to meet the challenges of changing times.  

• that Americans value and should preserve the national strength and pride while 

working to extend peace, freedom and human rights throughout the world.  

An impartial and critical assessment of the home and foreign policies of 

Republican presidents of the 20th and 21th centuries reveals the wide gap between 

the proclaimed principles and the harsh reality. Watergate, Reagangate or the Iran-

contras scandal, as well as numerous others, the incredible low ratings of the 

incumbent (2006) president speak for themselves.  

The results of the November 2006 mid-term elections to the US Congress (when 

the Republicans lost control of both Houses) also indicated lack of unpopularity of 

the Republicans on the whole and George W. Bush in particular.     

Minority Parties  

Apart from the two major parties, the USA political scene has quite an 'alphabet' of 

parties of different sizes, locations and different aims. The names of some of them 

speak for themselves. American Heritage Party, The Socialist Party, Hawaii 

Independence Party, American Beer Drinkers Party, Birthday Party, 'Gun Owners 

Rights Party of Colorado, Family Values Party of Florida, etc. But none of them 

plays a major role on the federal level. 

 

Module 3 – The United States in the International System. US Foreign Policy 

Lecture 3.1. The United States in the International System of 19th - early 20th 

centuries. Features of the Geopolitical Position of the United States and the 

American Tradition of Isolationism in the XIX Century.  

The First World War, or what contemporaries were soon to call the Great War, 

broke out in Europe in August 1914. Two great coalitions, the Central Powers 

(chiefly Germany and Austria-Hungary) and the Allied Powers (chiefly Great Britain, 

France, and Russia), were locked in a combat that brought one era in world history to 

a close and inaugurated another. The war caught the American people 

psychologically unprepared; few understood the significance of what had happened. 

President Wilson issued a proclamation of neutrality and even asked the nation to be 

“impartial in thought”. 

Although most Americans hoped to keep out of the war, nearly everyone was 

partial to one side or the other. When the war began, the Germans launched a mighty 

assault across neutral Belgium in an effort to outflank the French armies. This attack 

on a tiny nation whose neutrality the Germans had previously agreed to respect 

caused a further increase in anti- German feeling in the United States. The press 

published tales of German atrocities against Belgian civilians. Naturally, all the 

warring nations wanted to draw upon American resources. Neutrals could trade freely 

with the warring nations, but the latter took action against one another.  



The Germans resorted to their submarines, commonly known as the U- boats, 

against the British fleet and the ships of those countries which traded with Britain, 

including the United States. When in May 1915, a German submarine sank the 

British liner Lusitania, killing 1,200 passengers, including 128 Americans, the whole 

nation was overwhelmed with anger which brought the country closer to war. In 

January 1917, Germany declared unrestricted submarine warfare against all ships 

bound for Allied ports. Within a few weeks eight American ships were sunk, and the 

nation was aroused by the revelation of a plot to involve the United States in a war 

with Mexico and Japan. By 1917, America had sold munitions and other goods to the 

Allies, largely on credit.  

Thus on April 2, 1917 President Wilson appeared before the Congress and asked 

for a declaration of a state of war, and on April 6, 1917, the United States went to 

war. Later in January 1918 Wilson submitted to the Senate his famous Fourteen 

Points for a just peace, including the proposal to form the League of Nations, an 

association of nations to maintain peace in the world. 

When war was declared, the American army was a small force of 200, 000 

soldiers. Great efforts were undertaken to draft millions of conscripts, train, equip and 

ship them across the Atlantic to Europe. A full year passed before the United States 

Army was ready to make a major contribution to the Allied war effort. By October 

1918 the American army in France numbered 1,750, 000 soldiers. They came just in 

the nick of time. On July 14, 1918 the Germans launched their long- awaited 

offensive on the Marne, designed to crack the last Allied line and open the road to 

Paris, only 80 kilometers away. However, the participation of fresh American 

divisions and their counter attack blunted the offensive. The tide of war was turned in 

favor of the Allies. By autumn, 1918, Germany’s position was hopeless. With their 

armies beaten back, the German government saw that only an immediate peace could 

prevent the invasion of German soil. It turned therefore to Wilson and appealed to 

him to negotiate on the basis of the Fourteen Points, and an armistice was declared on 

November 11, 1918. 

In 1919, Wilson went to Europe to draft the peace treaty at Versailles near Paris. 

However, the negotiations turned sour, because France, Britain and the USA makers 

met in an atmosphere of hatred, greed, and fear — hatred of the enemy, greed for 

colonies and reparations, fear of Bolshevism. The peace that was concluded was a 

dictated, not a negotiated, peace. The Treaty of Versailles imposed heavy reparations 

on Germany, divided its colonies among themselves, fastened war guilt on Germany. 

The League of Nations was ultimately established “to promote international 

cooperation and to achieve international peace and security” though later it proved to 

be ineffective in maintaining its chief purpose. 

When Wilson returned to the United States with the Treaty and the League, he 

found opposition widespread and fierce. Many feared that such a world organization 

might drag the United States into another foreign war. The Republican opposition in 

the Senate attached reservations to the Treaty but Wilson refused to compromise. As 

a result the United States never ratified the Versailles Treaty and never joined the 

League of Nations. 



Most Americans were so disillusioned with war that the spirit of isolationism 

dominated the social scene in the country. The presidential elections of 1920 ended in 

a landslide victory for the Republicans with Warren Harding becoming President. 

After 1920, the United States turned inward, though real isolation was impossible and 

the country could not remain aloof from affairs elsewhere in the world. 

Harding promised the voters a return to “normalcy”, but the 1920s were a most 

contradictory decade when extreme permissiveness coexisted with puritanical 

conservatism and reaction. In 1919, a series of terrorist bombings produced the so- 

called “Red Scare”. Raids of political meetings were carried out, arrests were made of 

several hundred foreign born political radicals who were later deported. In 1921 two 

Italians, Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti were convicted of alleged murder 

and despite mass protests in the country and worldwide were executed in 1927. They 

were actually condemned for their political beliefs.  

Immigration restrictions were passed by Congress in 1921, 1924 and 1929. 

Immigrants of “Anglo-Saxon” and “Nordic” stock were favored. 

Those were the years of Prohibition when, in 1920, all alcoholic beverages were 

outlawed. However, drinkers easily evaded the law in thousands of illegal outlets, and 

gangsters made fortunes supplying illegal alcoholic beverages. Most of the liquor 

traffic fell into the hands of gangsters, of whom Al Capone of Chicago was the most 

notorious. Gangsters gunned down their enemies in broad daylight and bombed rival 

distilleries and warehouses killing innocents. Capone controlled an army of a 

thousand hoodlums and gunmen. His income had reached $ 60 million when he was 

arrested in 1931. 

The most horrible example of social injustice of the 1920s was the revival of the 

Ku Klux Klan which campaigned against Negroes, many of whom contributed to the 

war effort both at home and on the fronts. More than 200, 000 Negroes served 

overseas. Lynching increased in numbers in the South. In the 1920s the Klan 

expanded into new areas seeking out other victims. It terrorized immigrants, 

Catholics, Jews. Eventually the outrageous behavior of the organization roused both 

liberals and decent conservatives in every part of the country, and by 1928 supporters 

of the Klan abandoned the organization in droves. 

The controversies of the decade found expression in the scandalous 1925 

“Monkey Trial”, in which, John T. Scopes, a young biology teacher in Dayton, 

Tennessee was arrested for teaching Darwin’s theory of evolution in a public school. 

A battery of nationally known lawyers headed by Clarence Darrow came forward to 

defend him, while the prosecution obtained the services of William Jennings Bryan, a 

fundamentalist, who affirmed the literal truth of the biblical account of creation. He 

went so far as to state that the earth had been created in 4004 В. C. The “Monkey 

Trial” became an overnight sensation and received national attention. Though Scopes 

was convicted, because the judge was strongly prejudiced against the defendant, the 

trial served to expose both the stupidity and danger of the fundamentalist position on 

education. Scopes was fined 100 dollars though the conviction was later reversed. 

The controversies of postwar society led many persons, especially the young, to 

rebel against the accepted standards of their civilization. The new psychology of 

Sigmund Freud, with its stress on the importance of sex, persuaded many to adopt 



what they called “emancipated standards” of behavior which Freud had never 

advocated. This was the ‘Jazz Age”. Young people, and some of their elders, too, 

danced to African rhythms, swilled bootleg liquor, moved about the countryside in 

automobiles in search of pleasure, made gods of movie stars and professional 

athletes. Women in particular threw off the restrictions of the past both in clothes and 

behavior. Conservatives bemoaned the breakdown of moral standards. 

The literature of the twenties reflected the disillusionment of the intellectuals. The 

herald of the new day was Henry Adams, whose autobiography, “The Education of 

Henry Adams”, was published in 1918. His warning that industrialism was crushing 

the human spirit beneath the weight of its machines appealed powerfully to those 

whose pessimism was newborn. Soon hundreds of bright young men and women 

were referring to themselves as the “lost generation”. The symbol of the lost 

generation was F. Scott Fitzgerald with his novels “This Side of Paradise” and “The 

Great Gatsby”. Many of the younger American writers and artists became expatriates 

in the twenties, flocking to Rome, Berlin, and especially to Paris, where they could 

live cheaply and escape what seemed to them the “conspiracy against the individual” 

in their home country. Ernest Hemingway was one of the most talented of the 

expatriates, and he became a legend in his own time. 

The men who presided over the government of the USA during the twenties were 

Warren Harding and his successor Calvin Coolidge. The former was unable to devise 

effective policies of his own, and he relied mostly on the work of the people who 

headed the departments. No wonder gross corruption became widespread. Harding’s 

successor Calvin Coolidge became popular with businesses, and the gist of his policy 

was summed up in his statement: “The chief business of the American people is 

business”. He also advocated that government should not interfere with private 

enterprise which reflected the conservative economic policies of the Republican 

Party. 

The 1920s were booming years in the development of American industry. Private 

business received substantial encouragement, including construction loans, profitable 

contracts and other subsidies. Most important of all, American manufacturing was 

experiencing an amazing improvement in efficiency which was associated with the 

wide scale application of the moving assembly line first devised by Henry Ford in his 

automobile plant. Undoubtedly the automobile had the single most important impact 

on the nation’s economy in the twenties. By 1929, 23 million private cars clogged the 

highways. The famous Model T Ford dominated the auto market for nearly 20 years. 

Republican policies in agriculture were less popular because the farmer shared 

least in the prosperity of the 1920s. By the end of 1920 and the end of wartime 

demand, the export of such staple crops as wheat and corn had fallen into sharp 

decline. The major reason was the loss of foreign markets. When the general 

depression hit the country in the 1930s, agriculture suffered most. 

However, the boom of the 1920s had very serious flaws: the flood of goods 

produced by the factories was not consumed by the average workers because their 

earnings were relatively inadequate, overproduction of crops depressed food prices 

and farmers suffered, low interest rates enchanted investment, but much of available 

capital went into reckless speculation on the stock market, and on October 24, 1929 a 



massive wave of selling sent prices spinning down wiping down 40 per cent of the 

paper values of common stock. The crash of the stock market meant that the USA 

would face the greatest Depression in its history. By 1933 the value of stock on the 

New York Stock Exchange was less than 20 per cent of what it had been at its peak in 

1929. By 1932 approximately one out of every four Americans was unemployed. 

Americans were confronting the worst economic crisis of modern times. 

The Great Depression and the New Deal: In November 1928 the Republicans 

and their candidate Herbert Hoover won a smashing victory over the Democrats in 

the presidential elections. Herbert Hoover assumed office under circumstances which 

seemed to be most favorable for him and the country. To all appearances the country 

had never been more prosperous or society more healthy. Stocks soared to dizzy 

heights and every month hundreds of millions of dollars in new securities were 

bought by greedy investors hoping to make fortunes out of nothing through 

speculation. Hoover boasted that America was nearer to the final triumph over 

poverty than ever before. However, the unhealthy boom came to an abrupt crashing 

end on October 24, 1929 — “Black Thursday” — when a wave of panic selling of 12 

million shares swept the New York Stock Exchange. The collapse of the stock market 

struck the country a double blow, for in addition to wiping out the savings of 

thousands of investors it destroyed public confidence in the supposedly perfect 

machinery of American capitalism. Actually, the Great Depression resulted from 

imbalances produced by the industrialization and urbanization of the United States in 

the course of a century. A few keen observers had noticed the danger even in the 

prosperous twenties. The chronic problem of under consumption operated to speed 

the download spiral. Automobile output fell from 4.5 million cars in 1929 to a million 

in 1932. When Ford closed his Detroit plants in 1931 some 75, 000 men lost their 

jobs. By 1932 the number of unemployed had mounted to over twelve million. 

Industrial depression accelerated the depression in agriculture; farm prices had fallen 

to the lowest point in history; the middle class was in danger of being wiped out. The 

whole economy seemed to be disintegrating. 

President Hoover, who at first believed in automatic forces of recovery, 

considered relief exclusively the concern of private charity and state governments. He 

appealed to employers not to cut wages, and he tried to support farm prices.  

The Reconstruction Finance Corporation was created which lent money to banks, 

railroads, insurance companies, and industrial concerns. These measures proved 

inadequate, and the situation went from bad to worse. Hoover became increasingly 

unpopular. People considered him to be inefficient in addressing the acute problems 

of the nation. 

Confident of victory, the Democrats chose Governor Franklin Delano Roosevelt 

of New York as their Presidential candidate. Roosevelt had revealed himself a 

resourceful, courageous, and humane leader, an astute politician, who promised the 

nation a “new deal”. Despite his physical handicap — he was a victim of polio and 

could walk only a few steps — Roosevelt was a brilliant campaigner and speaker. He 

traveled across the country radiating confidence, optimism and good humor.  

He won the 1932 presidential elections. In his March 1933 inaugural address 

Roosevelt reassured the country and at the same time stirred it to action: “The only 



thing we have to fear is fear itself... This nation asks for action, and action now...”. 

Within three months — they passed through Congress a great number of laws to step 

up the recovery of the economy. 

The New Deal that the Roosevelt administration gave the country was made up in 

part of measures for recovery and relief, in part of measures for reform. The 

government assisted hard-pressed businesses by Federal loans that soon aggregated 

billions of dollars. It launched a broad program of spending on public works and 

loans for housing, roads, bridges, and local improvements in order to stimulate 

businesses and provide employment. It set up elaborate systems of unemployment 

relief and, by 1940, had spent some sixteen billion dollars on direct relief and an 

additional seven billion on various public works. It inaugurated a far-reaching 

program for the conservation of natural resources, one of the chief instruments of 

which was the Civilian Conservation Corps, which gave work to some three million 

young men.  

The government also came to the aid of the railroads, brought about consolidation 

of facilities, and financed long overdue improvements. Through Federal sponsorship 

(of writers’ projects, theatres, concerts, and the decoration of public buildings) it gave 

aid to distressed writers, artists, and musicians. Many of the reforms in agriculture 

and industry were designed likewise for relief. 

Important legislation was passed concerning banking, farming, water-power 

resources, labor, social-security, and political legislation. 

The New Deal closed banks and reopened them under stricter supervision and 

with government guarantees of bank deposits. It abandoned the gold standard and 

devalued the dollar in order to achieve a mild controlled inflation. It set up careful 

control of the selling of stocks and bonds. It raised taxes on the income of the rich 

and of corporations. It erected the Tennessee Valley Authority to develop the 

resources of one of the great interior basins of the country through the use of 

government-owned hydroelectric dams and through a broad program of economic 

and agricultural revival. 

Important changes took place in agriculture, labor relations, social security and 

administration. In agriculture the object was to raise commodity prices to the pre-

World War level. In labor relations efforts were directed to spread work, shorten the 

weekly working-hours, raise wages, end child labor, and guarantee the right of 

collective bargaining.  

A new and vigorous labor organization came into being — the Congress for 

Industrial Organization (the CIO). Of great importance too was legislation to give 

security to the unemployed, the aged, and the disabled. In 1935 a series of Social 

Security Acts provided pensions for the aged, unemployment insurance, and benefit 

payments for the blind, dependent mothers, and crippled children.  

These programs were to be financed partly by employers, partly by workers and 

to be operated by the states and supervised by the Federal government. 

Finally, the Roosevelt administration inaugurated important and far-reaching 

reforms in administration to make it more efficient. The scope of the New Deal 

programs of government intervention improved the state of the economy and the lot 

of the people, though full recovery was finally brought about by the defense buildup 



prior to America’s entering the Second World War. When war broke out in 1939 the 

American economy and business experienced a tremendous boom from a wave of 

orders for a major military buildup at home and from Britain which was fighting for 

survival against Nazi aggression in Europe. 

Because of New Deal decisions, many areas of American life formerly left 

unregulated became henceforth subject to federal authority: the stock exchange, for 

example; agricultural prices and production; labor relations; social security. If the 

New Deal failed to end the depression, it effected changes that at least prevented later 

economic declines from degenerating into major catastrophes. 
 

Lecture 3.2. The United States in the International System in the 1930s. The 

United States in World War II. The Policy of Isolationism, Anti-Hitler Coalition 

(1942). The Economic Results of the Second World War for the United States. 
Roosevelt and U.S. foreign policy: In the 1920's and 1930's, isolationist 

sentiment in America was very strong. In 1935 and 1936, Congress passed a group of 

neutrality acts to keep the United States out of Europe's troubles. The first two acts 

banned arms sales or loans to nations at war. The third act, a response to the Spanish 

Civil War (1936-1939), extended the ban to nations split by civil war. But as the war 

spread, Americans increasingly doubted that the United States could avoid becoming 

involved. 

In September 1939, Roosevelt called Congress into special session to revise the 

neutrality acts. The president offered a plan known as cash-and-carry, which 

permitted Americans to sell munitions to nations able to pay for them in cash and 

able to carry them away in their own ships. Isolationists objected, but Congress 

legitimized cash-and-carry and allowed Britain and France to buy American arms. In 

June 1940, the United States started supplying Britain with military aid in order to 

help the British defend themselves against Germany. Roosevelt asked Congress for 

more funds for national defense. Congress complied and began the first American 

peacetime military draft, the Selective Training and Service Act, under which more 

than 16 million men were registered. 

After the 1940 election, Roosevelt urged that the United States become "the 

great arsenal of democracy". In 1941, he and British Prime Minister Winston 

Churchill announced the Atlantic Charter, which set forth allied goals for World War 

II and the postwar period. 

War economy: As the United States moved to a wartime economy, the 

depression ended, and the U.S. economy came to life. Industry swiftly shifted to war 

production, automakers began turning out tanks and planes, and the United States 

became the world's largest weapons manufacturer. New industries emerged, such 

as synthetic rubber, which compensated for the loss of rubber supplies when Japan 

seized the Dutch East Indies and Malaya. 

The war economy brought new opportunities. Americans experienced virtually 

full employment, longer work weeks, and (despite wage controls) higher earnings. 

Farmers prospered, too. Crop prices rose, production increased, and farm income 

tripled. Labor scarcity drew women into the war economy. More than 6 million 

women entered the work force in wartime 



World War II greatly increased the power of the federal government, which 

increased both in size and power. The armed forces expanded growing to almost 12 

million men and 260,000 women by 1945. For all Americans, war changed the 

quality of life. World War II inspired hard work, cooperation, and patriotism. 

On September 1, Hitler invaded Poland. Two days later Britain and France 

declared war upon Germany. The Second World War began in September 1939. The 

Rome-Berlin-Tokyo axis was created.  

In June 1941 Germany treacherously launched the invasion of the USSR, and in 

the Far East, Japanese forces invaded Indochina in July 1941. Roosevelt responded to 

this aggression by banning American exports of scrap iron, steel and oil to Japan and 

by freezing Japanese credits in the United States. Still the Americans hoped not to get 

involved in the raging war. However, they were not indifferent to what was 

happening in the world, especially with regard to Britain which was in a desperate 

situation, battered ceaselessly from the skies by the Nazi aircraft and threatened with 

invasion. 

In January 1941 Congress approved the lend-lease bill initiated by Roosevelt 

which provided that the United States might lend or lease any defense articles or 

facilities to any nation whose defense was vital to that of the United States. As a 

result a stream of planes, tanks, raw materials, foodstuffs, and other articles began to 

flow across to Britain and her allies. Later, lend-lease was extended to the Soviet 

Union, which helped the country to battle the fascist invaders. 

On August 14, 1941 Roosevelt and Churchill, the British Prime Minister met in 

mid-Atlantic aboard ship and issued a declaration known as the Atlantic Charter, the 

principles of which were later reflected in the Charter of the United Nations. 

Meantime, tension mounted in the Far East with Japan taking advantage of British 

involvement in the European war, and the Soviet Union heroically battling the 

fascists near Moscow and Leningrad. On December 6, 1941 the situation was so 

critical that President Roosevelt addressed a personal appeal to the Japanese Emperor 

calling for a peaceful solution. 

On Sunday, December 7, Japan struck with devastating ferocity at American 

outposts in Hawaii, Guam, Midway, Wake, and the Philippines. Japanese carrier-

based bombers struck most devastatingly at Pearl Harbor naval base in Hawaii — the 

main US base in the Pacific. The surprise attack sank or damaged eight battleships 

and destroyed almost 200 aircraft with over 2,300 servicemen killed and 1,100 

wounded. Never had American arms suffered a more devastating defeat. President 

Roosevelt called the attack “a day that will live in infamy”. 

On December 8, 1941 Congress declared a state of war with Japan; three days 

later Germany and Italy declared war on the United States. War had come to the 

United States. 

Soon after the United States entered the war, the American, British and Soviet 

war planners agreed to concentrate their war effort in Europe, where the core of enemy 

power lay, while the Pacific theatre was to be secondary. In this respect the defeat of 

Hitler’s armies near Moscow in December 1941 and the ensuring counterattack was 

of major importance shattering Hitler’s hopes for a Blitzkrieg. 



In July 1943 Anglo-American forces invaded Sicily, and by late summer the 

southern shore of the Mediterranean was cleared of fascist forces. Allied forces 

landed on the Italian mainland, and although the Italian government accepted 

unconditional surrender against the German army which intended to occupy Egypt.  

The British succeeded to push General Rommel back into Libya, thus ending the 

threat to the Suez Canal. At El Alamein (October 23 — November 3, 1942) one of 

the major battles of the war took place. The British overwhelmed Rommel’s mixed 

German and Italian army. 

On November 7, 1942 an American army under General Eisenhower landed in 

French North Africa, and after hard-fought battles, inflicted severe defeats on Italian 

and German armies. By the middle of May, 1943 Tunis and Bizerte fell and a quarter 

of a million German and Italian soldiers surrendered. The conquest of North Africa 

was complete, and the way to invade Italy lay open. 

The year 1942 was also the turning point of the war on the Eastern Front. In 

August 1942 massive German forces, an army of over a quarter million, began an all-

out assault on Stalingrad. By September they had penetrated the city itself. The Red 

Army and the civilian population took a desperate stand.  

After weeks of terrible fighting the Germans occupied most of the city when 

suddenly a great Red Army counterattack trapped the German army, and took a 

terrible toll; fewer than 100, 000 were left to surrender in February 1943. The Soviets 

followed up their victory with a new counteroffensive, a great westward drive which 

climaxed in the greatest tank battle of the war for the Kursk salient in the summer of 

1943. 

Since then the Soviet army was on the offensive for the remainder of the war. The 

Soviet war effort was indispensable, but human losses were tremendous — 27 million 

people killed. The Soviet Union lost more men in the battle of Stalingrad than the 

United States lost in combat during the entire war in all theatres combined! 

In July 1943 Anglo-American forces invaded Sicily, and by late summer the 

southern shore of the Mediterranean was cleared of fascist forces. Allied forces 

landed on the Italian mainland, and although the Italian government accepted 

unconditional surrender (Mussolini was deposed on July 25 and eight months later he 

was caught by Italian partisans and hanged) fighting against the German forces in 

Italy was bitter and protracted: Rome was liberated on June 4, 1944. Meanwhile the 

Allies made devastating air raids on Germany destroying its military capacity to 

supply the armies on the fronts.  

At the end of 1943 a most important conference of the Allies took place in 

Teheran where Churchill, Roosevelt and Stalin discussed the grand strategy of the 

war and laid definite plans for a series of mighty concerted actions of Soviet and 

Anglo-American forces the following year of which Operation Overlord, or the 

invasion of Normandy in northern France, was to take place. 

By the spring of 1944 plans for that invasion were complete. D-day had been 

fixed for June 6, 1944. The Allies had gathered a tremendous force of almost three 

million soldiers, sailors and airmen. An armada of four thousand warships and boats 

of all kinds was ready to transport the invasion army across the Channel and keep it 

supplied. Eleven thousand planes prepared to protect the invaders.  



The invasion was successful despite vigorous resistance by the German army. By 

the close of D-day the Allies had breached the Atlantic Wall, landed a total of 120, 

000 men and begun to move across France toward Germany. On August 25 Paris was 

liberated, a few days later the British captured Brussels, and by September 11 the 

American army liberated Luxembourg and penetrated into Germany. 

The Soviet army was successful on the eastern front: Finland was invaded and 

forced out of the war, at the center the Red army smashed across Belarus, Ukraine 

and Poland on the south it overran Rumania and entered Yugoslavia and Hungary. In 

the Pacific the Americans had landed in the Philippines, and the navy had inflicted on 

the Japanese the worst defeat in their history. The series of victories was the 

beginning of the end. 

However, in December 1944 the Allies experienced a serious setback when Hitler 

launched a ferocious assault on the snow-clad hills of the Ardennes in Belgium 

hoping to split the Anglo-American armies in two and carry the German army back to 

the Channel coast. 

But in the East the Red Army pushed ahead. It took a week for the Allies to 

regroup and a month to counterattack and to force a German withdrawal in what 

became known as the “Battle of the Bulge”. Finally, on April 25, 1945, the western 

Allied forces met advancing Soviet troops on the Elbe, at the town of Torgau, 

Germany. The fascists put up a last-ditch fight for Berlin which was seized by the 

Red army. On May 8 what was left of the German army surrendered unconditionally. 

Thus the Reich that was to have lived a thousand years crashed to ruin. 

Allied military efforts were accompanied by a series of important meetings on the 

political objectives of the war and after. In this respect the Yalta Conference held in 

February 1945 was of major importance. 

Stalin, Roosevelt and Churchill made specific arrangements concerning the 

occupation of Germany and the punishment of Nazi war criminals. The Soviet Union 

secretly agreed to enter the war against Japan not long after the surrender of 

Germany. The boundary of Poland was set. Also it was agreed that the powers in the 

Security Council of the proposed United Nations should share the right of veto in 

matters affecting security and peace in the world. 

Two months after his return from Yalta, Franklin Roosevelt died on April 12 in 

his winter home at Warm Springs, Georgia. He was preparing for the opening of the 

first United Nations conference in San Francisco. He was greatly mourned not only in 

the United States, but far beyond for his tremendous war effort in the struggle against 

fascism. Vice President Harry Truman, former senator from Missouri, assumed the 

presidency. 

The tide of the war in the Pacific became favorable to the United States, 

especially after the defeat of the Japanese army and navy in the battle for the 

Philippines in 1944. Even before the Americans had scored important victories by 

May 8, 1942; the Japanese threat to Australia was checked at the Battle of the Coral 

Sea. In June, the main Japanese fleet steaming toward Hawaii, was repulsed at the 

Battle of Midway with heavy losses on the Japanese side. Having gained superiority, 

the Americans advanced toward Japan by capturing strategic islands in the Pacific — 

the so-called “island-hopping” strategy. In March 1945 they encountered stiff 



resistance in the takeover of the island of Iwo Jima (the Bonin Islands) with the loss 

of 6,000 Marines, and later Okinawa was captured. This brought the Americans 

closer to the Japanese homeland and enabled them to carry out regular devastating 

raids against Japanese cities crippling the industrial power base of the enemy. 

American forces began to prepare to invade the Japanese home islands. 

Meanwhile the heads of the US, British and Soviet governments met at Potsdam 

(outside Berlin) from July 17 to August 2, 1945, to discuss operations against Japan, 

the peace settlement in Europe, and the future of Germany. The conference agreed to 

the trial of Nazi leaders accused of crimes against humanity. The conference was held 

after a most important event: on April 25, 1945, representatives of 50 nations had met 

in San Francisco, California to erect the framework of the United Nations, a world 

organization in which international differences could be discussed peacefully and 

common cause made against hunger and disease. Recognizing the huge war effort in 

the struggle against Nazism and the tremendous human losses in the course of the 

war, the Byelorussian and Ukrainian Soviet republics became founding member 

states of the United Nations together with the USSR. 

Abiding by its previous commitments, the Soviet Union declared war on Japan 

and launched a major offensive defeating the Japanese Kwantung Army deployed in 

Manchuria (China). The day before the Potsdam Conference began an atomic bomb 

was exploded at Alamogordo, New Mexico, the result of three years of intensive 

research in America in what was known as the Manhattan Project. President Truman 

ordered the use of the atomic bomb against Hiroshima, and on August 6, a US plane, 

the Enola Gay, dropped the first atomic bomb. On August 8, a second bomb was 

dropped on Nagasaki. Nearly 200, 000 civilians died in the nuclear attacks. 

Americans believed that the bombs hastened the end of the war, but the realization of 

its terrible consequences would come later. On August 14, Japan agreed to the terms 

set at Potsdam, and on September 2 signed an unconditional surrender on the decks of 

the USS Missouri in Tokyo bay. Thus came to an end the most terrible of all wars. 

 

Lecture 3.3. The USA and the Postwar World. Strengthening of the USSR 

and the United States as the Two World Leaders. The Cold War and its Reasons. 

Cold War: A cold war started between the United States and the Soviet Union 

almost as soon as WWII ended. The two countries had been allies in fighting Nazi. 

Germany. But they bitterly disagreed over the further world order and post war 

spheres of influence and control. 

The start of the Cold War policy is attributed to British Prime Minister Winston 

Churchill who in his 1946 speech at Westminster College in Fulton, Missouri first 

mentioned the term iron curtain.  

After the war, new types of weapons and now forms of using them were invented, 

and both the United States and the Soviet .Union built up a tremendous supply of 

powerful armaments. This contest became known as the arms race.  

 

After the war, tensions quickly developed between the United States and the 

Soviet Union. The seeds of what was called the Cold War were planted in broken 

promises and suspicions on both sides. The United States dominated global affairs in 



the years after World War II. Victorious in that great struggle, its homeland 

undamaged from the ravages of war, U. S. leaders were intent to promote their 

principles far and wide. 

The Cold War grew out of longstanding disagreements between the Soviet Union 

and the United States. In 1918 American troops had participated in the intervention in 

Soviet Russia on behalf of anti-Bolshevic forces. American diplomatic recognition of 

the USSR did not occur until 1933. During World War II the two countries ignored 

their differences and became Allies to counter Hitler. 

At the end of the war antagonisms surfaced again. Europe was in a terrible state 

after the war. More than 30 million Europeans had been killed. Millions more were 

homeless and hungry. About 25 per cent of all the wealth of Great Britain was 

destroyed during the war. Germany and Italy were in ruins. These conditions caused a 

rapid increase in the strength of communist parties, especially in Eastern Europe. The 

Americans reasoned that the Soviet Union promoted such trends. 

Devastated by the struggle in which 27 million Soviet citizens had died, the 

Soviet Union was intent on rebuilding and on protecting itself from another such 

terrible conflict. The Soviets were particularly concerned about another invasion of 

their territory from the west. Having repelled Hitler’s surprise attack in 1941, the 

Soviet Union was determined to preclude another. 

In this context the USSR began to carry out its policy in Eastern Europe which 

aroused much suspicion in the West. Moreover, one should also bear in mind that the 

prestige of the Soviet Union immediately after the war was, as it was correctly 

observed by, Henry Kissinger, the well-known American politician and former 

Secretary of State, extremely high because it was regarded as the liberator of Eastern 

Europe from Nazi oppression. Within this format major differences and confrontation 

between the two most powerful nations of the world, the USA and the USSR, the so-

called conflict between the East and the West, set its imprint on the post-war world. 

Winston Churchill, wartime prime minister of Britain, delivered a dramatic speech in 

Fulton, Missouri, with President Truman attending.  

Britain and the United States, he declared, had to work together to counter Soviet 

objectives and to implement containment of the Soviet Union. Actually this policy 

and its modifications such as brinksmanship or massive retaliation to alleged Soviet 

threats associated with the names of President Eisenhower and John Foster Dulles, 

his Secretary of State, and later the domino theory* which led to American 

involvement in the war in Vietnam constituted the core of American foreign policy in 

all the years of the Cold War. 

In 1947, Secretary of State George Marshall proposed a massive aid program to 

help rebuild destroyed Europe. The Americans realized that an impoverished Europe 

would make communist ideas of social transformation popular. The plan was 

implemented and with generous aid to the tune of $ 12.5 billion dollars the economies 

of Western Europe restored their peacetime capacity.  

Likewise the containment policy was applied to Greece where communist 

partisans were gaining success in the struggle against the ruling monarchy in a civil 

war. Postwar Germany and its capital Berlin were divided into four zones of 

occupation. When the Western powers decided to convert their zones into a single 



republic disregarding Soviet interests, the latter blockaded Berlin which lay in the 

Soviet zone from the West. An airlift was organized for 231 days. The confrontation 

ended when the Soviet Union lifted the blockade. 

Implementing its containment policy the United States led the effort to create a military 

alliance, and in 1949 the USA and 11 other countries established the North Atlantic 

Treaty Organization (NATO). Later in 1955 the Soviet Union together with its East 

European allies created the Warsaw Treaty of collective security (the Warsaw Pact). 

To a very great degree the relations between the two blocs determined international 

relations in the Cold War years. 

In China, the Americans were worried about the successful struggle of 

communists under Mao Zedong against the corrupt nationalist regime of Chiang Kai-

shek. Despite American support of the Chinese nationalists the Communists won the 

civil war, took power in 1949, and signed a treaty of friendship with the Soviet 

Union. It appeared that the ideas of communism were spreading triumphantly on a 

global scale. No wonder that the growing conflict between divided Korea would lead 

to a bloody war in 1950 which ended in a compromise in 1953. 

Not only did the Cold War shape U. S. foreign policy, it also had a profound 

effect on domestic affairs. Frustrated by the advances of communism worldwide 

many American reactionaries began to look for scapegoats at home alleging that the 

country was infiltrated by communist conspirators. The witch-hunt was initiated by 

Senator Joseph McCarthy. Progressive intellectuals and politicians were persecuted. 

Sensational accusations and slanders destroyed the careers of many people, but 

eventually McCarthy was exposed as a fraud and the Senate finally condemned him 

for his savage tactics. McCarthyism represented the worst domestic excesses of the 

Cold War. 

From 1945 until 1970, the United States enjoyed a long period of postwar 

economic boom. At the same time, the country was moving slowly in the direction of 

racial justice.  

In 1955, Martin Luther King (junior) led a boycott of public transportation that 

eventually ended segregation on city buses in Alabama. The struggle of black 

Americans for equality reached its peak in the mid-1960s. They organized rallies, the 

largest of which was the “March on Washington” in 1963. More than 200,000 people 

gathered in the nation’s capital. The high point was the address of Martin Luther 

King, the champion of civil rights, universally known as the “I have a dream” speech. 

Eventually, despite all delay and hurdles Congress passed the Civil Rights Act of 

1964, which outlawed discrimination in all public accommodations. The Voting 

Rights Acts of 1965 finally enabled all black Americans to vote. Discrimination in 

immigration was also ended: national origins quotas were abolished allowing many 

Asians to enter the country.  

However, much opposition still existed in the country over the issue of civil 

rights: in 1968, Martin Luther King was assassinated and several months later, 

Senator Robert Kennedy, a supporter of racial equality and the brother of the slain 

president John F. Kennedy, met the same fate. 

The women’s movement of the 1960s and 1970s drew inspiration from the civil 

rights movement and positive changes took place. Women took measures to improve 



their lot. In 1966, 28 professional women led by Betty Friedan, established the 

National Organization for Women (NOW) “to bring American women into full 

participation in the mainstream of American society now”. NOW and similar 

organizations promoted equal gender rights for women and positive changes took 

place in American society. 

In the 1960s and 1970s important gains were made by Native Americans in 

pressing for their own rights. The American Indian Movement (AIM), founded in 

1968, helped channel government funds to Indian-controlled organizations and 

assisted neglected Indians in the cities. 

The movement for equal opportunity sparked other forms of upheaval. Young 

people rejected the stable patterns of middle-class life their parents had created in the 

decades after World War II. Some plunged into radical political activity many 

embraced new standards of dress and sexual behavior. Rock and roll grew; the 

Beatles, the Rolling Stones and other British groups became very popular. 

On the international scene a major conflict between the USA and the USSR took 

place in October 1962. 

In 1960, Democrat John Kennedy won the presidential elections and proceeded 

with the implementation of his highly publicized “New Frontier” policy to “get the 

country moving again”. However, one of his first foreign policy moves was an 

attempt to overthrow Fidel Castro, the leader of the Cuban revolution. Kennedy 

supported an invasion of Cuba by a group of Cuban emigres, who had been trained 

by the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA). In April 1961 the attack at the Bay of Pigs 

failed and all plotters were captured. Under such circumstances the Cubans, in 1962, 

took measures to protect their country and with help of the Soviet Union installed 

missiles on their territory. Kennedy imposed a blockade on Cuba, for he would not 

tolerate nuclear missiles so close. After several days of tension, during which the 

world was closer than ever before to nuclear war, the Soviet Union and the USA 

reached a compromise: Nikita Khrushchev agreed to remove the missiles, in return 

for an American promise not to invade Cuba. One should note that the October 1962 

missile crisis marked a turning point in US-Soviet relations as both sides saw the 

need to defuse tensions that could lead to direct military conflict, and in 1963 the 

USA, USSR and UK signed the Test Ban Treaty which prohibited nuclear weapons 

tests in the atmosphere. 

Vietnam was another hotbed of tension. After the 1954 defeat of Colonial France 

in Indochina, America became gradually involved in the affairs of Vietnam. The US 

backed the regime in the South. After November 1964 President Johnson pursued a 

policy of escalation bringing the number of American soldiers in Vietnam to 500,000. 

Massive bombings of both North and South Vietnam brought terrible destruction. 

The American public learned of atrocities committed by its soldiers against civilians. 

Demonstrations protesting involvement in the war took place all over the country, 

and Johnson was forced to start negotiations for peace and to renounce any intention 

of seeking another term. Republican candidate Richard Nixon narrowly won the 

presidency in 1968 and by 1973 had signed a peace treaty with North Vietnam 

bringing American soldiers home. 



The war had a tremendous price costing the country 58, 000 American lives. The 

war led many young Americans to question the actions of their own government. 

Under such pressure the Nixon administration established direct contact with the 

People’s Republic of China, and Nixon became the first American president ever to 

visit Beijing.  

A policy of detente was pursued by Nixon in relations with the Soviet Union. In 

1972 he easily won his second term. However, soon a major scandal erupted which 

came to be known as Watergate. During the presidential campaign of 1972 five men 

were arrested for breaking into the Democratic Party headquarters at the Watergate 

hotel in Washington. Journalists investigating the incident discovered that the 

burglars were employed by President Nixon’s reelection committee. The 

administration tried to cover up its links with the break-in. In July 1973, it became 

known that Nixon had recorded his office conversations concerning the Watergate 

scandal. Congressional committees, prosecutors, judges and the Supreme Court 

demanded that the tapes of the conversations be handed over by the President. The 

tapes revealed that Nixon was directly involved in the scandal. By the summer of 

1974, it became clear that Congress would impeach the president, and on August 9, 

Richard Nixon resigned. He was the first American president to resign his office. 

The 1980s and early 1990s were years when Republican presidents held office: 

Ronald Reagan (1981 — 1989) and George Bush (1989 — 1993). During his 

presidency Reagan managed to instill in Americans a sense of optimism about the 

future. Upon taking office in 1981 he directed his efforts to overcome stagnant 

economic growth and high inflation by reshaping the federal budget and cutting 

government spending. He also wished to reduce taxes by encouraging Americans to 

invest the money they saved on taxes in new businesses. This would cause the 

economy to boom. More jobs would be created and profits would rise. Despite 

Reagan’s economic policies, the nation’s economic problems persisted for a time and 

the budget deficit remained. However, by 1983 the economy as a whole had 

improved. 

In foreign policy, President Reagan sought a more assertive role by taking actions 

in El Salvador, Nicaragua, invading Grenada, and sending troops to Lebanon. In 

1986, U. S. military forces struck targets in Libya. U. S. relations with the  Soviet 

Union fluctuated between political confrontation and important arms control 

agreements. 

However, efforts to make major cuts in strategic weapons systems were not 

concluded due to Reagan’s desire to develop the Strategic Defense Initiative (SDI) 

commonly known as the “star wars” ballistic missile defense system. The Reagan 

administration was involved in the so-called “Reagangate” scandal when the US 

secretly sold arms to Iran in an attempt to free American hostages held in Lebanon 

and to finance the Nicaraguan contras in their struggle for power. Despite these 

problems, President Reagan enjoyed popularity at the end of his second term. He 

managed to establish a friendly working relationship with the new Soviet leadership 

under Mikhail Gorbachev. 

This policy was successfully continued by George Bush. The Cold War period 

ended actually in 1990 with the re-unification of Germany, and in 1991 the world 



witnessed the dissolution of the Soviet Union and the emergence of new independent 

states on its former territory. A “new world order” — a unipolar world based on the 

existence of a single superpower with a new pattern of international realities, 

priorities, principles and challenges came into being. The terrorist attack which 

occurred in the United States on September 11, 2001 was one of the new global 

challenges of the 21
st
 century. 

Summing up U. S. foreign policy in the latter half of the 20
th
 century and the 

beginning of the 21
st
 century it became obvious that the United States asserted its role 

as global policeman acting unilaterally and quite often disregarding the approaches of 

its traditional allies. During the Cold War, US foreign policy sought to limit the 

influence of the Soviet Union around the world (called “containment”) leading to the 

Korean War, the Vietnam War, and diplomatic actions like the opening of direct 

contacts with the People’s Republic of China and the establishment of NATO. It also 

sought to fill the vacuum left by the decline of Britain as a global power, leading 

international economic organizations such as the WTO (World Trade Organization), 

and others. By the time of the collapse of the Soviet Union, the US had military and 

economic interests in every region of the globe. In the twilight of the Cold War, the 

United States invaded Panama, officially because Noriega (then president) was 

involved in drug trafficking, but in reality because the US didn’t want to relinquish 

the Panama Canal on Panama’s terms. In the 1980s the US operated terrorist 

campaigns in Central America, supporting the terrorist organization “Contras” in 

Nicaragua and the dictatorial governments of Honduras, Guatemala, and Salvador, 

training its military personnel. In 1986 the US was convicted of multiple violations of 

international law and breaches of treaties against Nicaragua by the International 

Court of Justice in The Hague. 

In 1991, the United States organized and led the Gulf War against Iraq in 

response to its invasion of Kuwait. After the September 11, 2001 attack, the country 

declared a second “War on Terror” under which it led invasions of Afghanistan and 

Iraq. 

US foreign policy has since been heavily criticized by foreign media and spoke- 

persons, including some of the media in allied countries. 

Critics of US foreign policy tend to state that the goals commonly regarded as 

noble were often overstated and point out what they see as contradictions between 

foreign policy rhetoric and actions. 

The defense of human rights as opposed to the lack of ratification of the 

Declaration of the Rights of the Child, support of dictatorial governments whose 

military the US trains, or the Contras in Nicaragua, multiple reports of alleged 

prisoner abuse at US. — run detention camps in Guantanamo Bay (Cuba), Abu 

Ghraib (Iraq) and other places voiced by the Council of Europe and Amnesty 

International. 

New moves undertaken by the American administration in 2007 caused great 

concern. Under the pretext of eliminating terrorism, the US decided to deploy anti-

ballistic systems in the Czech Republic and Poland which are located thousands of 

kilometers from the American continent, but are an immediate threat to such 

countries as Russia, Belarus and others. No wonder these states considered such 



actions to be hostile and a return to Cold War practices. It is quite obvious that 

though American officials vowed that they harbored no hostile intent such moves 

testify to the unilateral approach of the US in international relations when the 

interests of other nations are completely disregarded. 

 

Lecture 3.4. The United States in the Modern System of International 

Relations: the US Foreign policy, Political Modernization. The US in the Process 

of Globalization, Integration, Regionalization. 

Economic achievements: Between 1945 and 1970 the United States enjoyed a 

long period of economic growth, interrupted only by mild and brief recessions. This 

period was called by many historians as "a chicken in every pot" time. A majority of 

Americans enjoyed a comfortable standard of living. At the center of middle-class 

culture in the 1950's was a growing obsession with consumer goods. Not just a result 

of the postwar prosperity, it resulted from the increase in variety and availability of 

consumer products.  

The suburbs grew as a result of both postwar prosperity and innovations of the 

single-family housing market. William Levitt began a national project with his use of 

mass-production techniques to construct a large "Levittown" housing development on 

Long Island. Moreover, the suburban population grew due to the 'baby boom.  

War on poverty: Many assistance programs for individuals and families, 

including Medicare, which pays for many of the medical costs of the elderly, were 

begun in the 1960's during President Lyndon Johnson's (1963-1969) "War on 

Poverty." Although some of these programs encountered financial difficulties in the 

1990's and various reforms were proposed, even now they continued to have strong 

support from both of the United States major political parties.  

Unemployment and inflation: The 1970's were called as the period of 

stagflation. In the early 1970’s, it gripped the nation, as the government experimented 

with wage and price controls. Due to insolvency, in 1971, President Nixon closed the 

gold window at the Federal Reserve, taking the United States entirely off the gold 

standard and bringing the Bretton Woods system to an end. President Gerald Ford 

introduced a new program under the slogan, "Whip Inflation Now" (WIN) ,  but it 

didn't work. Fundamental questions over the future of American prosperity were 

raised by the 1973 world oil shock; it resulted in the energy crisis, unemployment, 

and inflation together with the nation’s steadily declining supremacy in international 

trade because of the growing competition from European and Third World countries. 

President Jimmy Carter took much of the blame for these turbulent economic times, 

though, some say, circumstances were outside his control.  

Reaganomics: In 1980, Ronald Reagan was elected President, and immediately 

began a series of cuts in taxes and spending. The so-called "Reagan Revolution" 

marked reduced taxes and deregulation. The U.S. went from being ' the world's 

largest creditor nation to becoming the world's i largest debtor nation during his 

second term. 

Globalization and the new economy of "the Tech Bubble:"In 1992, Bush lost 

to Democrat Bill Clinton. Over his term, (Clinton raised taxes to their highest level in 



history while passing welfare reform in an effort to reduce the number of people 

dependent on government. During the 1990's the national debt doubled. 

The 1990's saw a significant boost in the software and dot com industries. The 

years 1994-2000 witnessed the emergence of a technology-driven "new economy," 

and relatively high increases in real output, low inflation rates, and a drop in 

unemployment to below 5 %.  

The Internet and related technologies made their first broad penetrations into the 

economy at large, prompting a Wall Street technology-stock bubble. The stock 

market soared. Clinton's terms in office will be remembered in some quarters for the 

nation's largely domestic focus during the period. Very large numbers of Americans 

were mostly ignoring politics in favor of business and personal affairs. 

President Clinton sent U.S. troops as peacekeepers to localized military conflicts 

such as those in Haiti and the Balkans.  

Islamic radicals overseas loudly threatened assaults against the U.S. for its 

ongoing military presence in the Middle East, and even staged the first World Trade 

Center bombing in New York in 1993, as well as a number of deadly attacks on U.S. 

interests abroad. Immigration, most of it from Latin America and Asia swelled during 

the 1990's, changing the demographic makeup of the U.S. population. 

Although the economy was strong in the mid-1990's, two phenomena were 

troubling many Americans. Corporations were resorting more and more to a process 

known as downsizing: trimming the work force to cut costs despite the hardships this 

inflicted on workers. And in many industries the gap between the annual 

compensations of corporate executives and common laborers became enormous. 

Even the majority of Americans who enjoyed material comfort worried about a 

perceived decline in the quality of life, in the strength of the family, in neighborliness 

and civility. 

The George W. Bush administration: Though his election had been the focus of 

intense controversy, George W. Bush was sworn in as President on January 20, 2001 

after the U.S. Supreme Court decided the Electoral College results in his favor. 

The first eight months of his term in office were relatively uneventful; however, it 

had become clear by that time that the economic boom of the 1990's was at an end. 

The year 2001 was plagued by a nine-month recession, witnessing the end of the 

boom psychology and performance, with output increasing only 

War on terror: On the morning of September 11, 2001, terrorists hijacked four 

airliners and flew two of them into the World Trade Center towers in New York City 

and another into the Pentagon in Arlington, Virginia, destroying both towers and 

taking just under 3000 lives. The fourth plane crashed in northern Pennsylvania, 

evidently after the passengers fought buck and forced the terrorists to crash the plane. 

President Bush declared that Osama bin Laden and his al Qaeda terrorist network 

were the criminals and announced a "war on terror." 

War in Iraq: In his State of the Union address in January 2002, President Bush 

called Iran, Iraq, and North Korea an "axis of evil," accusing them of supporting 

terrorism and seeking to acquire weapons of mass destruction. As the year went on, it 

became clear that the Bush administration was planning an invasion of Iraq, on the 

grounds that Saddam Hussein supported terrorism, violated the 1991 U.N.-imposed 



ceasefire, and possessed biological, chemical, and nuclear weapons, among other 

charges. 

The foreign policy of the Barack Obama administration has been the foreign 

policy of the United States since Obama's January 2009 inauguration as President of 

the United States. Obama named his chief rival for the nomination Hillary Rodham 

Clinton as Secretary of State during his first term, with Massachusetts Senator John 

Kerry taking over the post in February 2013. Supporters of Obama's foreign policy 

applaud what they describe as his cooperation with allies and multilateralism, his 

ending of the Iraq War, and the administration's attempts at destroying al-Qaeda's 

core leadership, particularly the killing of Osama bin Laden. Supporters are typified 

by liberals such as Hillary Clinton and John Kerry, as well as advisors Susan Rice 

and Samantha Power. There is a debate on whether Obama's foreign policy is part of 

a general doctrine, but there's still no consensus on the existence and/or definition of 

an "obama doctrine" and its effects on the US Foreign policy. 

The Obama administration's foreign policy has received criticism across the 

political spectrum. 

Substantial geopolitical developments that have occurred during Obama's 

presidency include: the aftermath of the world-wide "Great Recession" of 2008 and 

the ensuing Eurozone crisis; the P5+1 dialogue with Iran; the widespread Arab 

Spring protests that toppled numerous governments in the Middle East and 

precipitated civil wars in Libya and Syria; the opening of new fronts in the "War on 

Terror" such as Mali and Yemen, and the growing and controversial role of drone 

aircraft in the conflict; attempts to negotiate free trade agreements in the Trans-

Pacific and Transatlantic areas; the mass unauthorized publication of classified 

documents by WikiLeaks, as well as Edward Snowden's revelations of extensive 

government surveillance, the Russian invasion of Ukraine and the return of US 

Forces to Iraq. 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Unmanned_combat_aerial_vehicle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Unmanned_combat_aerial_vehicle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Free_trade
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trans-Pacific_Strategic_Economic_Partnership
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trans-Pacific_Strategic_Economic_Partnership
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transatlantic_Free_Trade_Area
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Information_published_by_WikiLeaks
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Classified_information
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/WikiLeaks
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_Snowden
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2013_mass_surveillance_disclosures
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2013_mass_surveillance_disclosures
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2014_Russian_military_intervention_in_Ukraine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2014_American_intervention_in_Iraq
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2014_American_intervention_in_Iraq


 

II. ПРАКТИЧЕСКИЙ РАЗДЕЛ 

2.1 ПЛАНЫ СЕМИНАРСКИХ ЗАНЯТИЙ 

 

Семинарские занятия 1 – 2 (4 часа) 

Questions for Discussion 

Part I 

 

1. By whom was the first recorded voyage to North America made? 

2. What sets off Columbus's first voyage from all early voyages to America? 

3. What were two main reasons why the English migrants came to America? 

4. How was Virginia (New England, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Carolinas, 

Georgia, etc.) colonized? 

5. What was the difference between Pilgrims and Puritans? 

6. What events were remarkable for the unification of the British colonies? 

7. Why did Americans dump tea into the Boston Harbor? 

8. Where were the first battles of the Revolution fought and what battle ended the 

fighting in the Revolutionary War? 

9. What was the importance of the Declaration of Independence? 

10. What did the Americans win as a result of the treaty that ended the war? 

11. Why was the Philadelphia Convention held? 

12. What was the order of approving the Constitution? 

13. What is the Bill of Rights? 

14. How did the political parties begin in the U.S.? 

15. What were the results of the American Revolution? 

 

Part II 

 

1. What forces stood behind the United States territorial acquisitions and US 

westward expansion? 

2. What was the victory in the course of the war of 1812 connected in the minds 

of Americans with? 

3. How were first explorers of the West called? What role did they play? What 

was the American mining frontier? 

4. Who took part in the construction of railroads linking the two parts of the 

continent? 

5. What is the Trail of Tears? 

6. What were the reasons of the American Civil war and why did the North win? 

7. When did the system of sharecropping come in use? 

8. What do you know about segregation? 

9. What was the Second Industrial Revolution about? 

10. From the 1890's to the 1910's, progressive efforts affected local, state, and 

national politics, didn't they? 

11. What were the imperial acquisitions of the U.S.A. in the early 20th century? 

 



 

Семинарские занятия 3 – 4 (4 часа) 

Questions for Discussion 

Part I 

 

1. Describe the following time periods: 

• U.S. in the early 1900's, 

. U.S. in the 1920's, 

• U.S. in the 1930's, 

• World War II and the end of the Great Depression, 

• U.S. in post-war years. 

 

Part II 

 

1. What is the Monroe Doctrine about and how was it implemented by the U.S. 

administrations? 

2. What achievements won Woodrow Wilson a firm place in American history as 

one of the nation's foremost political reformers? 

3. What caused the stock market crash on Thursday in October 1929? 

4. Why was the New Deal introduced, and what was it about? 

5. What was the U.S. foreign policy before WWII? 

6. What was the origin of the Cold War policy and how did the world balance on 

the brink of war for about 50 years? 

7. Why is the issue of the U.S. civil rights connected with the name Martin L. 

King, Jr.? 

8. What is Reaganomics? 

9. How can you characterize the New Economy of the Tech Bubble? 

10. What do you know about the Obama Doctrine and the consequences of its 

implementation? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

III. РАЗДЕЛ КОНТРОЛЯ ЗНАНИЙ 

 

Форма итогового контроля 

 

Формой контроля в конце семестра является зачет. Цель зачета – 

проверить: а) знания за базовый курс дисциплины «Основы американистики»; 

б) умение логично, четко, лаконично выстраивать ответ. На зачете выдвигаются 

вопросы по основным положениям курса «Основы американистики». 

Формулировка вопросов предполагает творческое переосмысление 

пройденного материала, профессиональную рефлексию. 

 

Темы для подготовки к зачету 

 

1. The USA. The land and the people: general characteristics. 

2. American colonial society. 

3. The American Revolution. 

4. The War of Independence and the Treaty of Paris. 

5. The US Constitution. 

6. Slavery and sectionalism. 

7. The Civil War. 

8. Growth and transformation in the period between the Civil War and the First 

World War. 

9. The USA in the system of international relations at the end of the 19
th

 – the 

beginning of the 20
th

 century. 

10. The USA and the post-WW II world. 

11. The USA in the current system of international relations. 

12. Peculiarities of the US political system.  

13. From the industrial to post-industrial society: economy, society, political sphere. 

14. Social movements and political parties. 

15. The USA in the system of international relations in the 1930s. 

16. The USA in the Second World War. 

17. The USA in contemporary world. 

18. The Great Depression and the New Deal. 

19. The USA in the Cold War. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



IV. ВСПОМОГАТЕЛЬНЫЙ РАЗДЕЛ 

4.1 Учебная программа 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ПОЯСНИТЕЛЬНАЯ ЗАПИСКА 

 

Настоящая программа дисциплины «Основы американистики» 

предназначена для студентов специальности 1-21 06 01-02 «Современные 

иностранные языки» (перевод) и предполагает комплексное изучение 

различных сторон жизни американского общества: истории, государственно-

политического устройства, идеологии, политики, положения в мировом 

сообществе, консервативных традиций и законодательных инициатив США.  

Особый акцент в рамках учебной дисциплины делается на рассмотрении 

вопросов общественно-политического и государственного устройства США в 

диахроническом аспекте, поскольку изучение политической истории 

государства дает ключ к расшифровке ряда современных правовых и 

политических категорий. Учебный курс предполагает рассмотрение изменения 

соотношения демократического, элитарного, плюралистического и 

олигархического компонентов политической системы Соединенных Штатов на 

разных исторических этапах. 

Вузовский курс «Основы американистики» носит коммуникативно-

ориентированный и профессионально направленный характер. Цель 

дисциплины – приобретение студентами знаний о важнейших исторических 

событиях страны изучаемого языка, государственно-политическом устройстве, 

идеологии, политике, положении США в мировом сообществе.  

Достижение цели изучения дисциплины обеспечивает формирование у 

студентов лингвокультурологической компетенции как системного знания о 

духовном богатстве народа страны изучаемого языка, характерных 

политических, социальных, исторических сторонах и культурно-

страноведческих особенностях американской действительности.  

В результате изучения дисциплины студенты должны знать  

 общую картину экономического, политического и социального развития 

американского народа; процессы развития страны, их детерминанты и 

ключевые факторы;  

 историю создания независимого суверенного государства США;  

 историю гражданской войны в США;  

 основные направления развития США и образование американских 

монополий;  

 социальные движения и политические структуры США;  

 страноведческие реалии США.  

уметь:  

 анализировать аутентичные материалы современных исследований 

лингвострановедческого характера на английском языке в области истории, 

экономики и политики США;  



 создавать фоновый лингвострановедческий комментарий к тексту;  

 работать с аутентичными англоязычными материалами страноведческого 

характера: прессой, текстами радио и телевидения, документами, 

справочной литературой; интерпретировать, обобщать и оценивать факты;  

 вести на иностранном языке беседу, участвовать в дискуссии по 

проблематике учебной дисциплины;  

 осуществлять реферативный перевод текстов в рамках профессиональной 

сферы общения, с учетом фоновых знаний о стране (знаний о 

государственном и политическом укладе, о политических партиях и 

общественных организациях, об экономике и ее месте в мировом и 

европейском экономическом пространстве и т.д.) 

 Учебный курс «Основы американистики» рассчитан на 30 аудиторных 

часа: 22 часа лекций, 8 часов семинарских занятий. Формой итогового контроля 

является зачет.  

 

 



I. СОДЕРЖАНИЕ УЧЕБНОГО МАТЕРИАЛА 

№ 

п/п 

 

Наименование разделов, тем 

Количество часов 

Аудиторные Самост. 

работа 
Лекции Практич. 

Семинар. 

Лаб. 

 занят. 

КСР 

  22 8   32 

1 Раздел 1 – Социально-

политическая и экономическая 

история США 

12 4 

 

  16 

1.1 Тема 1.1. Соединенные Штаты 

Америки – общие сведения о 

стране: политика, экономика, 

финансы.  

2    2 

1.2 Тема 1.2. Американское 

колониальное общество: 

господствующие слои 

американского общества, 

развитие политической 

демократии, Периодизация 

политической истории Северной 

Америки колониального периода 

2    2 

1.3 Тема 1.3. 

Война за независимость и 

образование США. 

«Американская революция», 

Основные источники права в 

Соединенных штатах. 

Декларация Независимости. 

Статьи конфедерации. 

Конституция США. Закрепление 

итогов гражданской войны в 

конституции. 

2 2   4 

1.4 Тема 1.4. 

США от Второй войны за 

независимость до второй амери-

канской революции (1812 – 1877 

гг.). От «эры доброго согласия» к 

«джексоновской демократии» 

(1816-1841). Территориальная 

2 2   4 



экспансия США в середине XIX 

в.  

1.5 Тема 1.5. 

Проблемы эпохи корпоративного 

капитализма (1877 – 1918 гг.): 

промышленная революция, 

корпоративный (акционерный) 

капитализм, социальное 

расслоение.  

2    2 

1.6 Тема 1.6. 

От индустриального к 

постиндустриальному обществу. 

Экономика, социум, политика 

2    2 

2 Раздел 2 – Политическая 

система США 

4    4 

2.1 Тема 2.1. 

Особенности государственно-

политического строя США. 

Конгресс США. Президент 

США. Центральные 

административные учреждения 

США.  

2    2 

2.2 Тема 2.2. 

Социальные движения и 

политические структуры США: 

движения за гражданские права в 

США, политические партии и 

организации, социальные 

институты.  

2    2 

3 Раздел 3 – США в системе 

международных отношений. 

Внешняя политика США 

6 4   12 

3.1 Тема 3.1. 

США в системе международных 

отношений XIX – начала XX вв. 

Особенности геополитического 

положения США и традиции 

американского изоляционизма в 

XIX в. Современные концепции 

американского империализма 

2    2 



рубежа XIX-XX вв.  

3.2 Тема 3.2. 

США в системе международных 

отношений в 1930-е гг. США во 

Второй мировой войне. 

Политика изоляционизма, 

антигитлеровской коалиции 

(1942). Экономические итоги 

второй мировой войны для 

США.  

2    4 

3.3 Тема 3.3. 

США и послевоенное устройство 

мира. Усиление СССР и США в 

качестве двух мировых лидеров. 

Холодная война и ее причины.  

 2   4 

3.4 Тема 3.4. 

США в современной системе 

международных отношений: 

внешняя политика США, 

политическая модернизация, 

США в процессах глобализации, 

интеграции, регионализации. 

2 2   2 

 Всего: 22 8    32 





II. УЧЕБНО-МЕТОДИЧЕСКАЯ КАРТА ДИСЦИПЛИНЫ 
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

  22 8  32    

1 Раздел 1 

Социально-политическая и 

экономическая история США 

12 4 

 

 16    

1.1 Тема 1.1. Соединенные Штаты Америки 

– общие сведения о стране: политика, 

экономика, финансы. 

2   2 Материалы  

УМК 

1 – 14  Опрос 

1.2 Тема 1.2. Американское колониальное 

общество: господствующие слои 

американского общества, развитие 

политической демократии, Периодизация 

политической истории Северной 

Америки колониального периода 

2   2 Материалы  

УМК,  

видео 

материалы  

1 – 14 Дискуссия 

1.3 Тема 1.3. 2 2  4 Материалы 1 –14 Фронталь-



Война за независимость и образование 

США. «Американская революция», 

Основные источники права в 

Соединенных штатах. Декларация 

Независимости. Статьи конфедерации. 

Конституция США. Закрепление итогов 

гражданской войны в конституции. 

УМК ный опрос 

1.4 Тема 1.4. 

США от Второй войны за независимость 

до второй американской революции 

(1812 – 1877 гг.). От «эры доброго 

согласия» к «джексоновской 

демократии» (1816-1841). 

Территориальная экспансия США в 

середине XIX в. 

2 2  4 Материалы 

УМК,  

видео 

материалы  

1 – 14 Дискуссия 

1.5 Тема 1.5. 

Проблемы эпохи корпоративного 

капитализма (1877 – 1918 гг.): 

промышленная революция, 

корпоративный (акционерный) 

капитализм, социальное расслоение.  

2   2 Материалы 

УМК 

1 - 14 Опрос 

1.6 Тема 1. 6. 

От индустриального к 

постиндустриальному обществу. 

Экономика, социум, политика 

2   2 Материалы 

УМК 

1 – 14 Опрос, 

дискуссия 

 Раздел 2 – Политическая система 4   4    



США 

2.1 Тема 2.1. 

Особенности государственно-

политического строя США. Конгресс 

США. Президент США. . Центральные 

административные учреждения США.  

2   2 Раздаточный 

материал, 

аутентичные 

документы  

1 –14 Опрос, 

дискуссия 

2.2 Тема 2.2. 

Социальные движения и политические 

структуры США: движения за 

гражданские права в США, политические 

партии и организации, социальные 

институты.  

2   2 Материалы 

УМК 

1 – 14 Опрос, 

дискуссия 

3 Раздел 3 – США в системе 

международных отношений. Внешняя 

политика США 

6 4  12    

3.1 Тема 3.1. 

США в системе международных 

отношений XIX – начала XX вв. 

Особенности геополитического 

положения США и традиции 

американского изоляционизма в XIX в. 

Современные концепции американского 

империализма рубежа XIX-XX вв.  

2   2 Материалы 

УМК 

1 – 14 Дискуссия 

3.2 Тема 3.2. 

США в системе международных 

отношений в 1930-е гг. США во Второй 

2   4 Материалы 

УМК 

1 – 14 Опрос 



мировой войне. Политика 

изоляционизма, антигитлеровской 

коалиции (1942). Экономические итоги 

второй мировой войны для США.  

3.3 Тема 3.3. 

США и послевоенное устройство мира. 

Усиление СССР и США в качестве двух 

мировых лидеров. Холодная война и ее 

причины.  

 2  4 Материалы 

УМК 

1 – 14 Опрос, 

дискуссия 

3.4 Тема 3.4. 

США в современной системе 

международных отношений: внешняя 

полтика США, политическая 

модернизация, США в процессах 

глобализации, интеграции, 

регионализации. 

2 2  2 Материалы  

УМК 

1 – 14 Опрос, 

дискуссия 

  22 8  32    



III. ИНФОРМАЦИОННО-МЕТОДИЧЕСКАЯ ЧАСТЬ 

Основная учебная литература 

1. American Studies=Страноведение США: учеб. пособие / Д.Д. Козикис, 

Г.И. Медведев, Н.В. Демченко. – Минск.:Лексис, 2008. – 272 с. 

2. Американская цивилизация как исторический феномен / Под. ред. Н.Н. 

Болховитинова. – М., 2001. 

3. Американские просветители. Избранные произведения в 2 т. – М., 

1969. 

4. Гаджиев, К.С. Американская нация: национальное самосознание и 

культура. / К.С. Гаджиев. – М., – 1990. 

5. Иванян, Э.А. История США: пособие для вузов. / Э.А. Иванян. – М., – 
2004. 

6. Иванян, Э..А. История США: Хрестоматия. / Э.А. Иванян. – М., – 2005. 

7. Загладин, Н.В. США: общество, власть, политика. / Н.В. Загладин. М., 

– 2001. 

8. Конституция и законодательные акты США. – М., – 1993. 
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