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Объяснительная записка 

В свете задач высшего образования в Республике Беларусь по подготовке специалистов 

иностранного языка (учителя иностранного языка, переводчика-референта) курс страноведения 

приобретает особое значение. Современная методическая наука требует сочетать преподавание 

иностранного языка с изучением страны и жизни народа-носителя этого языка, поскольку язык и 

культура неразрывно связаны между собой. 

Интегрируя в едином комплексе знаний о стране изучаемого языка сведения 

географического, экономического, культурного и социального характера, страноведение 

способствует усвоению системы знаний о географии, об основных этапах исторического 

развития, психологии нации, социальной действительности и культуре страны, а также 

формированию страноведческой и лингвострановедческой компетенции, необходимой для 

адекватного владения иностранным языком как средством общения, так и профессионального 

обучения. Подобный подход соответствует основным требованиям образовательного стандарта 

по современным иностранным языкам (специальность 21.06.01), принятого в Республике 

Беларусь. Курс страноведения строится на принципах высокой информативности предмета, 

координации по линии межпредметных связей со смежными науками: географией, историей, 

экономикой, культурой, с предметами психолого-педагогического цикла, с литературой страны 

изучаемого языка, практическим курсом иностранного языка. 

Предмет страноведения способствует комплексной реализации всех целей обучения 

иностранному языку: практической, общеобразовательной, воспитательной, профессионально-

педагогической и переводческой. 

П р а к т и ч е с к а я  ц е л ь  предмета заключается в совершенствовании практической 

подготовки будущих специалистов иностранного языка (учителей иностранного языка, 

переводчиков-референтов) путем расширения их словарного запаса при изучении 

страноведческой тематики и синтезирования умений в различных видах речевой деятельности, в 

том числе и переводческой. 

О б щ е о б р а з о в а т е л ь н а я  ц е л ь  предполагает расширение кругозора 

обучающихся, а также формирование их страноведческой ориентации. 

В о с п и т а т е л ь н а я  ц е л ь  предмета заключается в том, чтобы способствовать 

формированию системы мировоззренческих взглядов обучающихся о стране изучаемого языка, 

критическому анализу и восприятию количественных и качественных характеристик образа 

жизни населения изучаемых стран. 

П р о ф е с с и о н а л ь н о - п е д а г о г и ч е с к а я  цель предусматривает формирование 

навыков профессионального владения иностранным языком в процессе сообщения 

страноведческой информации. Приведенный в программе тематический план является 

рекомендательным. Распределение учебных часов по разделам и темам в учебных заведениях 

может проводиться с учетом контингента студентов. Целесообразно отводить равное количество 

часов на каждую страну. Выбор материала зависит также от предпочтений преподавателя и 

наличия необходимой литературы в библиотеке вуза. 

Поскольку количество учебных часов, отводимых на предмет, весьма ограничено, 

большее значение приобретает организация самостоятельной работы студентов: выполнение 

заданий к практическим и семинарским занятиям, написание рефератов, докладов; подбор 

дополнительного фактического материала (по темам) из оригинальной литературы и 

периодической печати; подготовка наглядных пособий (таблиц, стендов); отбор и подготовка 

аудиовизуальных материалов. Рекомендуется применять тестовую методику для эффективного 

контроля степени усвоения фактического материала, на основе которого достигается 

целенаправленное обсуждение ключевых проблем жизни изучаемых стран общетеоретического 

характера. 
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Все формы обучения осуществляются во взаимодействии со строгой преемственностью и 

последовательностью восприятия материала. Рекомендуемые учебные пособия по 

Великобритании и США содержат различные упражнения, выполнение которых способствуют 

лучшему усвоению и закреплению материала. Они также могут быть использованы для 

проведения тестовых работ. 

Целесообразно в рамках межпредметных связей изучение части программного материала 

по ряду тем на занятиях по практике основного языка. 

На теоретических и практических занятиях следует использовать иллюстративный 

материал с применением ТСО (учебных фильмов, видеофильмов, диапозитивов, красочных 

иллюстраций и т. д.). 

Курс страноведения состоит из крупных разделов: 

1. Географическое положение изучаемых стран. 

2. Основные исторические особенности формирования британской и американской 

наций, характеристика современного населения изучаемых стран. 

3. Экономика. 

4. Государственный и политический строй. 

5. Система образования. 

6. Культура стран изучаемого языка. 

По учебному плану на курс страноведения отводится 68 часов, из которых 34 часа 

рекомендуется отводить каждой из изучаемых стран (Великобритании, США). Желательно 

отводить каждой стране по 20 часов лекционных и 14 часов практических, семинарских занятий. 

Все формы обучения - лекции, практические, семинарские занятия и самостоятельная 

работа студентов - должны осуществляться во взаимодействии при четкой преемственной и 

последовательной координации материала. По усмотрению преподавателя проводятся 

контрольные работы по важным темам курса. 

Написание курсовых работ на старших курсах по страноведческой и 

лингвострановедческой тематике с выходом на дипломные работы способствует углублению 

страноведческих знаний в их тесной взаимосвязи с языковыми, а также более 

профессиональному осмыслению изучаемого материала. 

Поскольку англоязычный мир схватывает не только Великобританию и США, но и такие 

страны, как Канада, Австралия, Новая Зеландия, которые также играют ведущую роль в системе 

международных отношений (в том числе и в связях с постсоветскими государствами), 

целесообразно проводить спецкурсы и спецсеминары по этим странам на старших курсах вузов. 

 



 

7 

 

СОДЕРЖАНИЕ ПРЕДМЕТА 

РАЗДЕЛ 1. ВЕЛИКОБРИТАНИЯ 

Тема 1.1. Географическое положение Великобритании 
Остров Великобритания. Северная Ирландия. Гебридские, Шетлендские, Оркнейские и 

другие острова. Проливы и моря, омывающие острова. Понятия Великобритания, Англия, Уэльс, 

Шотландия, Северная Ирландия, Соединенное Королевство Великобритании и Северной 

Ирландии. Площадь Королевства. 

Особенности рельефа, изрезанность береговой линии. Климатические условия. 

Континентальный шельф и его роль. Растительность и почвенный покров. Оценка природных 

условий для развития сельского хозяйства и транспорта. Евротуннель. 

Минерально-сырьевые ресурсы. Структура энергетической базы; значение залежей нефти 

и газа шельфовой зоны Северного моря. Характеристика основных месторождений угля, 

железной руды и других природных ресурсов. 

 

Тема 1.2. Основные этапы формирования британской нации и образования 

британского национального государства 
Влияние различных этнических групп на процесс формирования населения 

Великобритании. Заселение Британских островов иберами. Древние памятники 

Стоунхендж, Эйвбери. Кельты. Покорение Британии римлянами, их наследие. 

Англосаксонские завоевания Британии. Борьба с датчанами. Альфред Великий. 

Нормандское нашествие и последующее развитие Англии. Покорение Уэльса. 

Англия и Шотландия. Постепенное покорение Ирландии. Образование 

Соединенного Королевства. Современные проблемы    деволюции    и национальной 

автономии. Решение североирландской проблемы. Основные характеристики современного 

населения Великобритании: численность, естественный прирост, размещение, роль эмиграции и 

иммиграции. Этнический состав. Национальные и языковые различия современного населения. 

Широкое распространение английского языка на разных материках. 

География плотности населения. Основные формы расселения. Городское и сельское 

население. Урбанизация и ее формы. Широкий урбанизированный пояс  Британии  (от Лондона  

до  Ливерпуля)   с   наибольшей  концентрацией населения. Профессиональная структура 

населения, ее особенности, социально-этнические проблемы и политика. 

 

Тема 1.3. Государственное и политическое устройство Великобритании 
Великобритания - конституционная монархия. Королевская власть и ее роль в 

современной Британии. Парламент - высший законодательный орган страны. 

Палата общин, ее структура и права. Палата лордов, ее права и значение. Реформа 

палаты лордов. Процесс законотворчества. Правительство, кабинет министров. «Теневой 

кабинет». Госаппарат. Избирательное право: мажоритарная система, ее плюсы и минусы. 

Основные политические партии: консервативная, лейбористская, либерально-демократическая. 

Их роль в общественной и государственной жизни страны, Другие партии, Профсоюзы. 

Британский тред-юнионизм и его особенности. Основные направления внутренней и внешней 

политики британского правительства. Британия - член Европейского Союза, проблемы 

взаимоотношений. Содружество наций на современном этапе, роль Великобритании в развитии 

Содружества. Англо-белорусские отношения. 

 

Тема 1.4. Экономика Великобритании 
Место Великобритании в системе мирохозяйственных связей. Особенности послевоенного 

развития экономики. Перестройка британской экономики (денационализация) и ее последствия. 
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НТР. ее влияние на структуру и географию промышленности. Усиление неравномерности 

развития различных отраслей. Характеристика ведущих отраслей промышленности. 

Сельское хозяйство и его значение для экономики страны. Характеристика основных форм 

землепользования. Ведущие отрасли и их размещение. 

Транспорт. Характеристика основных видов транспорта Тенденции их развития, роль 

евротуннеля в развитии связей с Западной Европой. 

Внешнеэкономические связи со странами Европейского Союза, США, Содружества наций. 

Торгово-экономические связи с Республикой Беларусь. Основные экономические районы и 

города: Южная Англия, Мидленд, Ланкашир, Йоркшир, Северная Англия, Уэльс, Шотландия, 

Северная Ирландия. 

 

Тема 1.5.  Актуальные проблемы народного образования Великобритании 
Основы современной организации образования. Роль министерства образования. 

Основные тенденции развития системы образования. Государственные и «независимые», или 

частные школы. Церковные школы. 

Начальное образование, его ступени. Типы средних школ и их характеристика. 

Сохранение элитных «public schools». 

Система высшего образования. Университеты и университетские колледжи. Основные типы 

университетов: старейшие университеты (Оксфорд и Кембридж), шотландские университеты; 

«краснокирпичные университеты»; новые университеты. Подготовка учителей. Изменения в 

организации высшего образования в 1990-е годы. Преобразование «polytechnics» в университеты. 

Система отбора в университеты. «Open University». 

 

Тема 1.6. Культура Великобритании 
Вклад народа Великобритании в сокровищницу мировой культуры. Богатое наследие 

выдающихся художников. Современная английская живопись и скульптура (Пол Неш, Генри 

Мур и др.). 

Музеи и картинные галереи (Британский музей, Национальная галерея, картинная 

галерея Тейта и др). Архитектурные памятники прошлого и современности. Облик городов 

Великобритании. Высокий уровень музыкальной культуры. Современные выдающиеся 

композиторы (Артур Блисс, Бенджамин Бриттен, Майкл Типетт и др.). Оркестровые и хоровые 

коллективы. Лондонский симфонический оркестр, оркестр Королевской филармонии и др. 

Народные музыкальные традиции. Уэльские, шотландские, ирландские и английские народные 

песни. Народные хоры. Эдинбурский музыкальный фестиваль, фестиваль в Уэльсе 

(«Айстедвод»). Роль «Битлз» в развитии музыкальной жизни. Лондон - сосредоточение 

театральной жизни страны. «Ковент-Гарден», «Олд Вик», королевский шекспировский театр и 

др. Выдающиеся драматические актеры и режиссеры. Церковь и религия. Британский характер 

и менталитет. Спорт в жизни британцев. Национальные виды спорта. 

 

Тема 1.7. Средства массовой информации 
Печать, радио и телевидение в жизни страны. Периодическая печать. Национальные 

газеты: «Сан», «Дейли Миррор», «Дейли Мейл», «Таймс», «Файнэншл Таймс», «Индепендент», 

«Дейли Телеграф», «Обсервер» и др. «Серьезная и «популярная» пресса. Важнейшие журналы: 

деловые («Экономист»), политические («Спектейтор», «Нью Стейтсмен»), сатирический журнал 

«Панч» и др. Телерадиокомпания Би-Би-Си, ее роль. Характеристика основных каналов 

телевидения. 
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РАЗДЕЛ 2. СОЕДИНЕННЫЕ ШТАТЫ АМЕРИКИ 

Тема  2.1.  Физико-географическая характеристика США 
Характеристика границ и географического положения. Рельеф и его особенности. 

Климатические условия. Оценка природных условий с точки зрения развития сельского 

хозяйства. Крупнейшие реки и озера, их ресурсы и использование. Состав, запасы и размещение 

полезных ископаемых. Значение сырьевых ресурсов для создания американской 

промышленности. 

 

Тема  2.2.  Исторические особенности образования и развития США 
Открытие Северной Америкой норманнами (X в.) и Христофором Колумбом (1492 г.). 

Плавание Джона Кебота. Присоединение американских земель к Великобритании. Роль отцов-

пилигримов в создании своей колонии в 1620 г. Французские и голландские колонии. 

Вытеснение индейцев в глубинные районы страны. Борьба индейцев за свои права. Место 

индейского наследия в американской действительности. 

Ввоз негров-рабов, создание рабовладельческих плантаций Юга. 

Нарастание противоречий между американскими колонистами и метрополией 

(Великобританией). Семилетняя война (1756-1763 гг.) и ее последствия. Акт о гербовом сборе 

(1765 г.). «Бостонское чаепитие» (1783 г.). Борьба американских колоний за независимость, 

основные вехи войны за независимость(1775-1783 гг.). Томас Джефферсон и декларация 

независимости. Значение победы американского народа в освободительной войне. Джордж 

Вашингтон - первый президент США. Особенности развития нового государства. 

 

Тема  2.3.  Развитие США в XIX в., становление современных США 

Территориальная экспансия США в XIX в. Война 1812-1814 гг. между США и 

Великобританией. Рост антагонизма между Севером и Югом. Негры в борьбе за освобождение. 

Восстание Джона Брауна. Избрание Линкольна президентом США. Гражданская война 1861-

1865 гг., ее экономические и политические итоги. Развитие США после Гражданской войны. 

Иммиграция и ее роль. Развитие рабочего движения. Империалистическая экспансия США в 

конце XIX - начале XX века. Доктрина Монро. 

Особенности формирования американской нации. Иммиграция на разных этапах развития 

США. Основные характеристики роста населения. Этнический состав и его изменение после 

второй мировой войны. Социальное положение этнических групп: афроамериканцев, индейцев, 

граждан латиноамериканского и азиатского происхождения. Размещение населения. Плотность. 

Основные формы расселения. Городское и сельское население. Урбанизация, формирование 

крупных городских агломераций и мегаполисов. Профессиональный состав, структура занятости 

в современных условиях. 

 

Тема 2.4. Государственный и политический строй США 
Конституция США, ее особенности. Билль о правах. Поправки к конституции, их 

значение. Характеристика основных поправок. Принцип разделения властей, реализуемый через 

систему «сдержек и противовесов». Организационная независимость трех «ветвей» 

государственной власти: законодательной, исполнительной, судебной. Законодательная власть. 

Конгресс США. Структура, функции и права палаты представителей и сената. Комитеты 

конгресса.   Должностные   лица   конгресса:   спикер   палаты   представителей, 

председатель сената. Прохождение законодательных предложений в конгрессе. Лобби и их 

роль. 

Исполнительная власть. Президент США, вице-президент. Их права и обязанности. 

Администрация президента, система министерств и ведомств. Избирательная система. Процедура 

избрания президента. 
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Местное самоуправление Законодательные собрания штатов. Губернаторы штатов. 

Административно-территориальное деление США. 

Судебная власть. Судоустройство на федеральном уровне. Верховный суд США. 

Окружные суды. Специальные суды первой инстанции. Специальные апелляционные суды. Их 

функции. Судоустройство в штатах. 

Двухпартийная система (демократическая и республиканская), их роль в жизни страны. 

Другие политические партии. Профсоюзное движение. Американская федерация труда (АФТ), 

конгресс производственных профсоюзов (КПП). Роль объединения АФТ - КПП в жизни страны. 

Основные направления внутренней и внешней политики США на современном этапе. Отношения 

США со странами постсоветского региона. 

 

Тема 2.5. Экономика США 

США - ведущая держава современного мира. Удельный вес США в мировом 

производстве, структура хозяйства и ее изменение в условиях научно-технической революции. 

Особенности промышленного производства в сравнении с другими высокоразвитыми 

странами. Высокий технический уровень производства ведущих отраслей промышленности, 

структура промышленности. Краткая характеристика ведущих отраслей промышленности и 

энергетики. Географические сдвиги в размещении промышленности последнего периода 

развития. 

Высокий технический уровень сельского хозяйства, его структура, организация, 

фермерские отношения, география сельскохозяйственных районов и специализация. 

Значение транспорта в связи с обширностью территории и специализацией экономики. 

Основные виды транспорта, их ведущие функции. Характеристика основных экономических 

районов и их города. 

Внешние экономические связи. Внешнеторговый баланс. Основные направления 

внешнеэкономических связей; Европейский Союз, Япония, Китай, страны третьего мира, 

государства постсоветского региона. 

 

Тема  2.6.  Актуальные проблемы развития системы образования 

Организация образования в США, управление им. Начальное и среднее образование. 

Финансирование школ (субсидии штатов, федеральные субсидии, отчисление сумм 

налогообложением в школьных округах). Философские основы американской педагогики. 

Прагматизм Дьюи. Теория волюнтаризма. Государственные школы.  Частные школы.  

Церковные школы.  Нерешенные проблемы  массовой  школы,  насилие  в  американских  

школах.   Актуальные проблемы реформы системы школьного образования. 

Высшее образование. Двухгодичные колледжи, финансируемые местными властями. 

Технические институты и профессиональные школы, которые не присваивают степеней 

бакалавров. Четырехгодичные учебные заведения: университеты и самостоятельные колледжи, 

присваивающие степени бакалавров и при дополнительном обучении – степени магистров. 

Государственные и частные университеты. Система отбора в университеты. Старейшие частные 

университеты (Гарвард, Йель, Принстон, Корнелл, Стэнфорд и др.). Подготовка учителей в 

педагогических колледжах и на педагогических факультетах при университетах, Социальное 

положение учителя. Роль университетов как основных центров высшего образования и научных 

исследований. Студенческая жизнь. Роль спорта в студенческой среде. Система оплаты за 

обучение в американских университетах. 

 

Тема 2.7. Культура США 

Источник формирования культуры США. Индейское наследие, вклад негритянского 

народа и афроамериканцев, европейцев, испаноговорящих, иммигрантов из Азии. 



 

11 

 

Национальные черты американцев. Ценностные ориентиры. Герои Америки. Традиции и 

обычаи. Характерные черты жизни и быта. Американский образ жизни. Национальные 

праздники. Церковь и религия в жизни американцев. Национальные виды спорта и роль спорта в 

каждодневной жизни американцев. Особенности американского варианта английского языка. 

Крупнейшие американские живописцы. Архитектурные памятники и сооружения, 

отражающие различные периоды американской архитектуры. Крупнейшие музеи и картинные 

галереи. Музыкальная жизнь. Театр, крупнейшие центры театрального искусства. Роль кино в 

американском обществе. Голливуд и его роль, крупнейшие американские кинорежиссеры и 

киноактеры. Печать, радио и телевидение. Крупнейшие агентства печати. Наиболее влиятельные 

газеты и журналы, их ориентация. Крупнейшие радио и телевизионные корпорации CNN, CBS, 

NBC 
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Примерный тематический план 

 

Раздел и тема Количество часов 

Раздел 1. Великобритания Лекции 

Практич. 

семинар.за

нятия 

1.1. Географическое положение Великобритании. Состав 

территории. Природные условия. Минерально-сырьевые ресурсы. 
2 2 

1.2. Основные этапы формирования британской нации и 

образования британского национального государства. 

Характеристика современного населения Великобритании. 
6 2 

1.3. Государственное и политическое устройство Великобритании. 

Парламент, его эволюция и состав. Политические партии. 

Правительство. Внутренняя и внешняя политика. 
4 2 

1.4. Экономика. Место Великобритании в системе 

мирохозяйственных связей. Структура экономики. Основные 

экономические районы и города. 
2 2 

1.5. Актуальные проблемы народного образования 

Великобритании. 
2 2 

1.6. Культура Великобритании. Изобразительное искусство и 

архитектура. Музыкальная жизнь, театр. Церковь и религия. 

Британский характер и менталитет. Современные тенденции в 

жизни британского общества. 

2 2 

1.7. Средства массовой информации. Печать, радио, телевидение. 2 2 

 

Раздел 2. Соединенные Штаты Америки. 

 

  

2.1. Физико-географическая характеристика США. 2 2 

2.2. Исторические особенности образования и развития США. 4 2 

2.3. Развитие США в XIXв. Гражданская война (1861-1865). 

Становление современных США. Население США. 

Этносоциальные проблемы американской нации. 
6 2 

2.4. Государственный и политический строй США. Основные 

направления внутренней и внешней политики США на 

современном этапе. 
2 2 

2.5. Экономика США. Общая характеристика и структура 

хозяйства. Основные направления развития. Экономические 

районы и города. 
2 2 

2.6. Актуальные проблемы развития системы образования. 2 2 

2.7. Культура США. Современные тенденции развития. Церковь и 

религия в американском обществе. Средства массовой 

информации и их роль. Традиции и обычаи. Ценностные 

характеристики американского общества. 

2 2 

ИТОГО 40 28 
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II. Рабочая программа дисциплины 

СОДЕРЖАНИЕ УЧЕБНОГО МАТЕРИАЛА 

5 семестр 

 

№

п/п 

 

Наименование разделов, тем 

Количество часов 

Аудиторные 
Самост. 

работа Лекции 
Практич./

семинар 

Лабор. 

занят. 
КСР 

1 General information about the UK 2     

2 Composition of the country 2     

3 Ancient Britons, the Romans, the Normans 2     

4 The Tudors, the Civil War, the Republic 2     

5 Victorian period, House of Windsor 2     

6 Population, religion, health, welfare 2     

7 Language, education, culture 2     

8 Political system of the country 2     

9 Political parties in the country 2     

10 London: location, population 2     

11 Climate, weather, nature, relief  2   10 

12 England, Scotland, Wales, NI    2 10 

13 History of the country  2   10 

14 Britain and the British  2  2 10 

15 Political system of the country  2   10 

16 Political parties in the country    2 10 

17 The capital of the UK: London     12 

       

       

 Итого: 20 8  6 72 
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СОДЕРЖАНИЕ УЧЕБНОГО МАТЕРИАЛА 

6 семестр 

 

№

п/п 

 

Наименование разделов, тем 

Количество часов 

Аудиторные 
Самост. 

работа Лекции 
Практич./

семинар 

Лабор. 

занят. 
КСР 

1 General information about the USA 2     

2 Composition of the country 2     

3 Period of exploration, colonization 2     

4 The War of Independence, the Civil War 

(the 19
th

 century) 

2     

5 WW I, WW II, life after WW II (the 20
th

 

century) 

2     

6 Population, the way of life, traditions 2     

7 Language, education, culture 2     

8 Political system of the country 2     

9 Washington DC: the capital of the country 2     

10 New York City 2     

11 Climate, weather, nature, relief  2   10 

12 Different regions of the country     10 

13 History of the country    2 10 

14 The USA and the Americans  2  2 10 

15 Political system of the country  2  2 10 

16 Political parties in the country  2   10 

17 Washington DC: the capital     12 

       

       

 Итого: 20 8  6 72 

 



 

15 

 

Учебно-методическая карта дисциплины 

5 семестр 

 

№ 

Темы 

Название раздела, 

темы, занятия 

 

 

Перечень изучаемых вопросов 

Количество 

аудиторных часов 

Материал. 

обеспечение 

занятия 

(наглядные 

методические 

пособия и др.) 

Литерату

ра 

Форма 

контроля 

знаний Лекц. 
Сем

ин. 
кср. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

1 
General information 

about the UK 

Geographical position, vegetation and 

wildlife, rivers and lakes, mountains. 
2   

Карта 

Великобритании 
  

2 
Composition of the 

country 

England, Scotland, Wales, Northern 

Ireland. 
2   

Карта 

Великобритании 
  

3 History 

Ancient Britons (the Celts and their 

religion, Stonehenge); the Romans; the 

Anglo-Saxons (Christianity, the raids of the 

Danes, Alfred the Great); the Normans 

(William the Conqueror, the Battle of 

Hastings); the Plantagenets (Magna Carta, 

Hundred Years War); the Houses of York 

and Lancaster (War of the Roses, Richard 

III); 

The Tudors (Henry VIII, the Protestant-

Catholic struggle, Mary I – “Bloody Mary”, 

Elizabeth I); the Stuarts (Gunpowder plot); 

the Civil War; the Republic under Oliver 

Cromwell; restoration of monarchy (Great 

Plague in London and Great Fire of 

London, union of England and Scotland); 

6      
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The Hanoverians (Seven Years’ War 

against France for colonies in America and 

India, the Battle of Trafalgar, the Battle of 

Waterloo, “Victorian Period”, the British 

Empire); the House of Saxe-Coburg 

(“Edwardian Period”); the House of 

Windsor (World War I, World War II, the 

United Nations, the end of  the British 

Empire).  

4 Britain and the British 

Population, ethnic minorities, immigrants, 

the way of life, family and marriage, 

religion, health and welfare, households, 

employment, transport and transportation, 

British mass media; 

Language, the Union Jack; holidays, 

traditions; sport and recreation; cities in 

Britain. 

4      

5 Political system 

Constitutional monarchy; the 

Commonwealth of Nations; the 

Constitution; separation of powers (3 

branches); the British Parliament (the 

House of Lords, the House of Commons); 

the British Government; the Prime Minister; 

the Queen; the High Court. 

2      

6 Political parties 

The Labour party; the Conservative party; 

the Social and Liberal Democrats; national 

parties of Scotland, Wales and Northern 

Ireland. 

2      
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7 London 

Location, population, the City, the West 

End, the East End, Westminster, the best 

known streets and sights of the city. 

2     тест 

8 General information 

about the UK 

Mineral wealth, climate and weather, 

nature, coasts, relief. 

 2  Карта 

Великобритании 

1,2,5 устный опрос, 

дискуссия 

9 Composition of the 

country 

England, Scotland, Wales, Northern 

Ireland. 

  2 Карта 

Великобритании 

1,2,5 тест 

10 History The beginning of the 20
th

 century in Britain; 

WW I and the situation in Britain after WW 

I; the UK in WW II and the situation in the 

country after WW II (1945-1960); the 

situation in the UK from the 1960s up to 

nowadays. 

 2   1,2,5 устный опрос, 

дискуссия 

11 Britain and the British Education (schooling, primary education, 

secondary education, public schools, higher 

education).  

  2  1,2,5 тест 

12 Political system A general overview of the system of 

government in the UK; the House of 

Commons; the House of Lords. 

 2   1,2,5 устный опрос, 

дискуссия 

13 Political parties The Labour party; the Conservative party; 

the Social and Liberal Democrats. 

  2  1,2,5 устный опрос, 

дискуссия 

14 Britain and the British Culture (artistic and cultural life).  2  Видеофильм 

“What does it 

mean to be British” 

1,2,5 устный опрос, 

дискуссия 
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Учебно-методическая карта дисциплины 

6 семестр 

 

№ 

Темы 

Название раздела, 

темы, занятия 

 

 

Перечень изучаемых вопросов 

Количество 

аудиторных часов 

Материал. 

обеспечение 

занятия 

(наглядные 

методические 

пособия и др.) 

Литература 

Форма 

контроля 

знаний Лекц. 
Сем

ин. 
кср. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

1 
General information 

about the USA 

Geographical position, vegetation and 

wildlife, rivers and lakes, mountains. 
2   Карта США   

2 
Composition of the 

country 

New England, The Mid-Atlantic Region, 

the South, the Midwest, the Southwest, the 

Rocky Mountain Region, the Pacific 

Northwest and Alaska, California and 

Hawaii. 

2   Карта США   

3 History 

Period of exploration (Indians, Europe’s 

first explorers); period of colonization 

(early settlements, the English colonies); 

the War of Independence (the Declaration 

of Independence, new nation, G. 

Washington); settling the West (the 

pioneers); 

The Civil War (the slave system, fighting 

slavery); reconstruction after the war 

(industrial growth; WW I); 

The 1920s(“the roaring twenties”); the 

Great Depression; WW II; life after WW II. 

6      

4 The USA and Americans Population (the Native Americans, the 4      
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British, the New England Yankee, 

Immigrants from different parts of the 

globe); the way of life; family; the mobile 

homes; the Cowboy; traditions and 

customs, national holidays; 

Language (the American language, some 

specific features of American English); the 

US National flag; big cities of the USA. 

5 Political system 

Federalism; the Constitution; separation of 

powers (3 branches); the Congress (the 

Senate and the House of Representatives); 

the Administration; the President; the High 

Court; state and local governments; two-

party system (major political parties); Ku-

Klux-Klan. 

2      

6 Washington, D. C. 
The capital of the USA: history of the city, 

sights, districts. 
2      

7 New York City 
The biggest city of the USA: history of the 

city, sights, districts. 
2     тест 

8 
General information 

about the USA 

Mineral wealth, climate and weather, 

nature, coasts, relief. 
 2  Карта США 3,4,7 

устный опрос, 

дискуссия 

9 History of the country The War of Independence; The Civil War.   2  3,4,7 
устный опрос, 

тест 

10 The USA and Americans 

Education (schooling, higher education); 

culture and leisure activities (sports, 

American theatre, Hollywood, music). 

 2   3,4,7 
устный опрос, 

дискуссия 

11 The USA and Americans Basic American values and beliefs   2  3,4,7 
устный опрос, 

дискуссия 

12 Political system American Constitution; Separation of  2   3,4,7 устный опрос, 
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powers (3 branches). дискуссия 

13 Political system 

The Congress (the Senate and the House of 

Representatives); the President and 

presidential election. 

  2  3,4,7 тест 

14 Political parties 

Two-party system: the Democratic party vs. 

the Republican party; minor parties existing 

in the USA today.  

 2   3,4,7 
устный опрос, 

дискуссия 

 

Основная и дополнительная литература 

 

№ № 

п-п 

Список литературы Год издания 

 Основная  

1 Baranovsky L.S., Kozikis D.D. Panorama of Great Britain.  

Mинск 

1990 

2  

Baranovsky L.S., Kozikis D.D. How do you do, Britain! 

Mинск «Вышэйшая школа» 

1996 

3  

Baranovsky L.S., Kozikis D.D. Hello, America! 

Mинск «Вышэйшая школа» 

1997 

4 Голицинский Ю. Б.”The United States of America” Страноведение 

Санкт-Петербург «Каро» 

2002 

 Дополнительная  

5 Козикис Д. Д., Медведев Г. И., Демченко Н. В. “British Studies” 

Минск «Лексис» 

2005 

6 Ощепкова В.В., Шустилова И.И. “Britain in brief” 

Москва «Лист» 

1999 

7 Барановский Л.С., Козикис Д. Д “Hello, America” 

Минск «Вышэйшая школа» 

1997 
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III. Планы семинаров и темы КСР 

 

Страноведение Великобритании 

 
Семинар 1 

 

General information about the UK 

1. Climate and weather of the country. 

2. Mineral wealth. 

3. Coasts and relief. 

4. Nature: vegetation and wildlife. 

 

Questions for self-check 

1. Name main factors which influence the British climate. 

2. What is climate? 

3. What winds are prevailing in the British Isles? 

4. What role does the relief play? 

5. What are the warmest/coldest months of the year? 

6. What natural resources contributed to the development of the country in the 19
th

 century? 

7. How did the situation change in the 20
th

 century? 

8. Characterise the coastline of the British Isles referring to the benefits of its identity. 

9. How would you comment on the statement “Britain has got no climate, only weather”? 

10. What alternative sources of power are being used today? 

11. How and why is wildlife protected? 

12. What species of flora and fauna can be found in Britain? 

 
Семинар 2 

 

History 

 The UK in the 20
th

 century 

1. The beginning of the 20
th

 century in Britain. 

2. World War I and the situation in Britain after it. 

3. The UK in World War II. 

4. Situation in the country after World War II (1945-1960). 

5. Situation in the UK from the 1960s up to nowadays. 

 

Questions for self-check 

1. Who changed the royal family name and when did it happen? 

2. What kind of monarch was George V? 

3. How did World War I start? 

4. In what way was Great Britain involved in WW I? 

5. Speak about the growth of independence movement in British colonies in the beginning of the 

20th century. 

6. Describe the development of trade unions. 

7. What was the situation in Ireland? 

8. The danger of a new war made the country to rebuild its armed forces and economy, didn’t it? 

9. Who inspired the nation to the victory in WW II? 
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10. What steps to rebuild the national economy were made under Clement Attley? 

11. Speak about the division of Europe into two parts after WW II. 

12. What two opposite alliances were formed? 

13. What changes occurred in the British monarchy in the 1950s? 

 

Семинар 3 

 

Political system 

1. General overview of the system of government in the UK. 

2. Britain as a constitutional monarchy. 

3. Separation of powers under the British Constitution. 

4. The supremacy of Parliament. 

5. The House of Commons. 

6. The House of Lords. 

 

Questions for self-check 

1. Does Britain have a formal written constitution? 

2. Why is Magna Carta so highly respected in the country? 

3. What are the two main principles of the British Constitution? 

4. When was the first parliament summoned? 

5. Describe the separation of powers under the British Constitution. 

6. What is the structure and functions of the British Parliament? 

7. Give an overview of the functions of the House of Commons. 

8. Were there any reforms of the House of Lords in the 20
th

 century? 

9. What are the official duties and functions of the monarch? 

10. Explain the phrase “The monarch in Britain reigns but doesn’t rule”. 

 

 

Семинар 4 

 

Britain and the British 

1. Cultural life in the UK. 

2. Festivals in the UK. 

3. Main ceremonial and traditional events in the UK. 

4. Public holidays and festivities in the UK. 

 

Questions for self-check 

1. When did widespread changes in the UK”s cultural life occur? 

2. Which two cities became world centers of popular culture? 

3. In what way did government contribute the development of creative performing arts? 

4. Prove that London is one of the world’s leading centers for music, drama, opera and dance. 

5. Enumerate annual festivals of music and drama in Britain. 

6. Describe the ceremony of the State Opening of Parliament. 

7. What does it mean “Trooping of the Color”? 

8. Is the Ceremony of Keys a daily or weekly ritual? 

9. How do people celebrate Christmas? 

10. When do the British Celebrate Mother’s and Father’s Day? 
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КСР 1 

 

Composition of the country 

1. England (position, the capital, rivers and lakes, major cities, population, industrial 

development). 

2. Scotland (position, the capital, rivers and lakes, major cities, population, industrial 

development). 

3. Wales (position, the capital, rivers and lakes, major cities, population, industrial development). 

4. Northern Ireland (position, the capital, rivers and lakes, major cities, population, industrial 

development). 

 

Questions for self-check 

1. Is England a hilly country? 

2. What is its most important range of mountains? 

3. Speak about the Lake District. 

4. Speak about the south-west of England. 

5. How is the westernmost point of the English mainland called? 

6. What kind of country is Wales in terms of its geographical position? 

7. Speak about the mountains that dominate the country. 

8. What’s the capital of Wales? 

9. What 3 regions may Scotland be divided into? Speak about their development. 

10. Do you believe in the Loch Ness monster? 

11. What is other traditional name for Northern Ireland? 

12. What’s the capital of Northern Ireland? 

 

 

КСР 2 

 

Britain and the British 

 The system of education in the UK 

1. General overview of the British educational system. 

2. Nursery and primary schools. Secondary schools. 

3. Independent schools. 

4. The National Curriculum. 

5. Post-school and higher education. 

 

Questions for self-check 

1. Up to what age does the British educational system offer free of charge compulsory full-time 

education? 

2. What is the major difference between educational system in the UK and other European 

countries? 

3. Has the educational system been unified throughout the UK? 

4. What are the aims and objectives of the Government’s education policies? 

5. When does compulsory education begin? 

6. When does secondary education start and finish? 

7. Can pupils stay at schools after the age of 16? 

8. What does the National Curriculum determine? 

9. What are the core and foundation subjects of the National Curriculum? 

10. How many key stages are there in the National Curriculum? 
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11. What is the difference between the so-called “public schools” in England and Scotland? 

12. What educational establishments provide higher education? 

 

 

КСР 3 

 

Political parties 

1. General overview of the political parties in the UK. 

2. The Conservative party. Prominent conservative leaders. 

3. The Labour party. 

4. The Social and Liberal Democrats. 

5. National parties in the UK. 

 

Questions for self-check 

1. How does the electoral system of Great Britain function? 

2. Name the main political parties in Britain. 

3. When was the Labour party actually born? What was it established by? 

4. How did the origins of the Labour party affect its programme and policy? 

5. What is the role of the Labour party today with regard to changes in British society? 

6. What did the Conservative party emerge from? 

7. Whose interests did the Conservative party voice in the past and who supports it today? 

8. How long was it in office in the 20
th

 century? 

9. Why is it called a “top-down” organization? 

10. How was the Social and Liberal Democratic party formed? 

11. How do the Liberal Democrats fare in present-day Britain? 

12. Why are they referred to as a “centre” party? 

13. What are the main nationalist parties in Britain today? Whose interests do they voice? 

14. Name major parties of Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland. 
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Страноведение США 

 
Семинар 1 

 

General information about the USA 

1. Climate and weather of the country. 

2. Mineral wealth. 

3. Coasts and relief. 

4. Nature: vegetation and wildlife. National parks. 

 

Questions for self-check 

1. Why is the US in terms of its geographic position and administrative division one of the few 

fragmented countries in the world? 

2. Name the nine traditional physical regions of the country and show them on the map. 

3. What countries does the USA border on? 

4. What gives the USA many different climates? 

5. Name types of climate met in the USA. 

6. What is the longest river in the country? 

7. What are the largest tributaries of the Mississippi? 

8. Why are the Rocky Mountains known as the continental divide? 

9. Name the Great Lakes. 

10. How is wildlife in the US protected? 

11. Enumerate major national parks where wildlife is protected. 

12. What minerals can be found in the USA? 

13. Name major regions of oil production. 

14. What minerals is Alaska rich in? 

 

 

Семинар 2 

 

The USA and Americans 

Basic American values and beliefs 

1. Freedom or liberty. 

2. Opportunity for the individual. 

3. Achievement and success. 

4. Free choice. 

5. Equality. 

6. Patriotism. 

7. Change and progress (the American Dream). 

8. Time and its control. 

9. Directness and assertiveness. 

 

Questions for self-check 

1. What are the basic American values? 

2. Why are they so diverse? 

3. Why does the concept of an individual having control over his destiny still appeal to the 

majority of Americans? 

4. Why is devotion to individualism so characteristic of Americans? 

5. Why is personal achievement appreciated so highly in America? 
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6. What does “free choice” mean? 

7. What is the American Dream? 

 

 

 

Семинар 3 

 

Political system 

1. The Congress: the Senate and the House of Representatives. 

2. The President and his cabinet. 

3. Presidential elections in America. 

4. The Judicial system. 

5. The system of checks and balances. 

 

Questions for self-check 

1. To whom are all legislative powers granted by the Constitution? 

2. What parts does the Congress consist of and where does it reside? 

3. Who does the Senate consist of? 

4. What is membership in the House of Representatives based on? 

5. Who can become a senator and a member of the House of Representatives? 

6. How long do they serve? 

7. How does a bill become a law? 

8. Who is the President in terms of power? 

9. What are constitutional qualifications for the presidency? 

10. What happens if a president dies or is unable to perform his duties? 

11. What is peculiar about the method of electing a president? 

12. What are the President’s duties and powers? 

13. Who forms the Cabinet? 

14. What kind of court is the Supreme Court? 

15. What for was the system of checks and balances introduced? 

 

Семинар 4 

 

Political parties 

1. The Democratic Party. 

2. The Republican Party. 

3. Minority parties. 

 

Questions for self-check 

1. When and how was the Democratic Party founded? 

2. Who were/are most prominent figures in the Democratic Party? 

3. What are the guiding principles and goals of Democrats? 

4. What is party platform and party convention? 

5. Which party organizations form the democratic block? 

6. How was the Republican Party historically shaped? 

7. Who were the founders of the Republican Party? 

8. What are major goals and beliefs of Republicans? 

9. Name minority parties existing in the USA today. 
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КСР 1 

 

History of the country 

The War of Independence 

The Civil War 

1. America in the period of 1750-1775. 

2. The War of Independence in America. 

3. The new nation – the USA – after the War of Independence (1783-1801). 

4. Presuppositions to the Civil War in the USA. 

5. The Civil War in the USA. 

6. Reconstruction after the Civil War. 

 

Questions for self-check 

1. Why were the American colonists angered by the actions of the British government? 

2. What was the most popular demand of colonists? 

3. How did American colonists respond to the Stamp Act? 

4. When did Washington become the capital of the USA? 

5. Who prepared the text of the Declaration of Independence? 

6. Why were there bitter clashes between pro-slavery and anti-slavery settlers in Kansas and 

Nebraska? 

7. Whose interests did the Republican Party represent? 

8. What were the names of the two famous generals of the northern army in the Civil War? 

9. Did the victory of the North contribute to the development of the USA? 

10. What two most important issues did the Civil War settle? 

 

КСР 2 

 

The USA and Americans 

Education 

Culture and leisure activities 

1. School system in the USA. 

2. School education. 

3. Higher education. 

4. Uniquely American holidays. 

 

Questions for self-check 

1. Why were the American colonists angered by the actions of the British government? 

2. What was the most popular demand of colonists? 

3. Who selects learning materials for students? 

4. Which body is responsible for monitoring educational programmes? 

5. Can children of illegal immigrants be denied public education? 

6. What are the major two types of schools in the country? 

7. Is there National Curriculum in the USA? 

8. What subjects are taught at elementary schools? 

9. What is a list of core subjects at high schools? 

10. What problems were revealed in the 1980s? 

11. Describe major items of the 1989 reform of American education. 

12. What types of institutions offer higher education? 

13. Do students pay for higher education? 



 

28 

 

14. What are the most popular fields of obtaining the bachelor’s degrees? 

15. What holidays are uniquely American? 

16. Which two of them stand out above the others and why? 

 

КСР 3 

 

Political system 

The Constitution 

1. American constitutionalism in the 18
th

 century. The Declaration of Independence. 

2. The Articles of Confederation and the Great Compromise. 

3. The structure of the US Constitution. 

4. Amendments. 

5. Basic principles of the Constitution. 

 

Questions for self-check 

1. What were the milestones in the history of the US Constitution? 

2. Which role did the Articles of Confederation play in the formation of principles of the 

Constitution? 

3. How did the drafters of the Constitution manage to reach a compromise? 

4. What is the structure of the US Constitution? 

5. How many amendments are there in the US Constitution? 

6. What is the Bill of Rights? 

7. What are the basic principles of the Constitution? 

8. What are the typical linguistic features of the text of the document? 

9. Why is the Constitution called a “living document”? 

10. Describe the separation of powers under the American Constitution. 
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IV. Вопросы для подготовки к экзамену 

Страноведение Великобритании 

 
1. General information about the UK. The flag, the national anthem. 

2. Geographical position of the UK. Climate, coastline, seas. 

3. Rivers, lakes, relief, vegetation and wildlife in the UK. 

4. England. 

5. Prominent cities in England. 

6. Scotland. 

7. Wales. 

8. Northern Ireland. 

9. The Celts. 

10. The Romans. 

11. The Anglo-Saxons. 

12. The Danes. 

13. The Normans. 

14. The dynasty of Plantagenet. 

15. The Tudors. 

16. The Stuarts. The Republic in Britain. 

17. The restoration of monarchy in Britain after the Republic. 

18. Britain under Hanoverian monarchs in the 18
th

 century. 

19. Britain under Queen Victoria. 

20. The beginning of the 20
th

 century in GB. WW I. 

21. The situation in GB after WW I. 

22. The UK in WW II. 

23. The situation in GB after WW II. (1945 – 1960) 

24. The situation in GB from the 1960s up to nowadays. 

25. British royalty. 

26. A general overview of the System of Government in the UK. 

27. The House of Commons. 

28. The House of Lords. 

29. A general overview of the political parties of the UK. 

30. The Conservative Party. 

31. The Labour Party. 

32. The Commonwealth of Nations. 

33. Freedom and human rights in the UK. 

34. Population of the UK. 

35. Religion in the UK. 

36. Language in the UK. 

37. Cultural life in the UK. 

38. Festivals in the UK. 

39. Main ceremonial and traditional events in the UK. 

40. Public holidays and festivities in the UK. 

41. Education in the UK. 

42. Newspapers in the UK. 

43. TV and radio in the UK. 

44. London and its sights. 

45.  
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Страноведение США 

1. General information about the USA. 

2. Geographical position of the USA (climate, coastline, relief, rivers, vegetation and wildlife, 

mineral resources). 

3. Major cities of the USA. Place names in America. 

4. Regions of the USA. 

5. New York City. 

6. Washington, D.C. 

7. America before 1492. 

8. Spanish and French explorers in America in the 15
th

 – 18
th

 centuries. 

9. Foundation of English colonies (Virginia, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New 

Hampshire, Maryland). 

10. Foundation of English colonies (New York, New Jersey, North and South Carolina, 

Pennsylvania, Delaware, Georgia). 

11. America in the period of 1750-1775. 

12. The War of Independence in America. 

13. The new nation – the USA – after the War of Independence. (1783 – 1801) 

14. The USA in the first half of the 19
th

 century. 

15. The Gold Rush in the USA. 

16. Presuppositions to the Civil War in the USA. 

17. The Civil War in the USA. 

18. Reconstruction after the Civil War in the USA. (the late 19
th

 century) 

19. The USA in WW I. 

20. The “Roaring” 1920s in the USA. 

21. The Great Depression in the USA. 

22. The USA in WW II. 

23. The USA after WW II. (1945 – 1965) 

24. The Cold War for the USA. 

25. The Vietnam War.  

26. The USA after the Vietnam War up to nowadays. 

27. The American Constitution. The Bill of Rights. 

28. The executive branch. The President of the USA and the Cabinet. 

29. Famous Presidents in the history of the USA. 

30. The legislative branch. The Congress. 

31. The judicial branch of the USA. The Supreme Court. 

32. Political parties and elections in the USA. 

33. American education. 

34. Religion in the USA. 

35. American holidays. 

36. American arts (architecture, visual arts, literature). 

37. American arts (music and dance). 

38. Popular American culture (sports and the movies). 
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V. Билеты для приема экзамена (образец) 
 

BELARUSIAN STATE UNIVERSITY  
 

 (назва ВНУ) 

 

Э к з а м е н а ц ы й н ы  б і л е т  №  __1_________ 
Дысцыпліна  _____________«Страноведение Великобритании»___________________ __________ 

_______________3 курс “современные иностранные языки”_______________________________ 

 

Зімовая экзаменацыйная сесія 20012 - 20013     навучальнага года 
Вясновая  

  

1. General information about the UK. The flag, the national anthem. 

2. The situation in GB after WW II. (1945 – 1960) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Загадчык кафедры ___________________  Выкладчык ___________________            
Дата зацвярджэння _03.12.2012______________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__ 

 

 

 

BELARUSIAN STATE UNIVERSITY  
 

 (назва ВНУ) 

 

Э к з а м е н а ц ы й н ы  б і л е т  №  _1__________ 
Дысцыпліна  _____________«Страноведение США»___________________ __________ 

_______________3 курс “современные иностранные языки”_______________________________ 

 

Зімовая экзаменацыйная сесія 20012 - 2013     навучальнага года 
Вясновая  

  

1.General information about the USA. 

2.The USA in World War I. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Загадчык кафедры ___________________  Выкладчык ___________________            
Дата зацвярджэння _20.05.2013______________________________  
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VI. Критерии для оценки знаний и практических навыков 

 

 

Критерии для оценки знаний и практических навыков 

 
Балл Требования к знаниям и умениям студента 

 

10 

 
- систематизированные, глубокие и полные знания по всем разделам учеб-
ной   программы,  а также  по  основным  вопросам,   выходящих  за  ее 
пределы; 
- точное  использование научной терминологии  (в том числе на ино-
странном    языке),   стилистически    грамотное,   логически   правильное 
изложение ответа на вопросы; 
- безупречное владение инструментарием учебной дисциплины, умение 
его эффективно использовать   в   постановке   и   решении   научных   и 
профессиональных задач; 
- выраженная    способность    самостоятельно    и    творчески    решать 
сложные проблемы в нестандартной ситуации; 
- полное   к   глубокое   усвоение   основной    и   дополнительной лите-
ратуры, рекомендованной учебной программой дисциплины; 
- умение ориентироваться в теориях, концепциях и направлениях по изу-
чаемой дисциплине и давать им критическую оценку, использовать 
научные достижения других дисциплин; 
- творческая самостоятельная работа на практических, лабораторных 

занятиях, активное участие в групповых обсуждениях, высокий уровень 

культуры исполнения заданий. 
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- систематизированные, глубокие и полные знания по всем разделам 
учебной программы; 
- точное использование научной терминологии (в том числе на иностран-
ном языке), стилистически грамотное, логически правильное изложение 
ответа на вопросы; 
- владение   инструментарием   учебной   дисциплины,   умение   его эф-
фективно использовать в постановке и решении научных и 
профессиональных задач; 
- способность самостоятельно и творчески решать сложные проблемы в 
нестандартной ситуации в рамках учебной программы; 
- полное усвоение основной и дополнительной литературы, рекомендован-
ной учебной программой дисциплины; 
- умение ориентироваться в основных теориях, концепциях и направлени-
ях по изучаемой дисциплине и давать им критическую оценку; 
- самостоятельная работа на практических, лабораторных занятиях, 

творческое участие в групповых обсуждениях, высокий уровень культуры 

исполнения заданий. 
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- систематизированные,    глубокие    и    полные    знания    по    всем 
поставленным вопросам в объеме учебной программы; 
- использование научной терминологии, стилистически грамотное и 
логически правильное изложение ответа на вопросы, умение делать обосно-
ванные выводы; 
- владение инструментарием учебной дисциплины, умение его 
использовать в постановке и решении научных и профессиональных задач; 
- способность самостоятельно решать сложные проблемы в рамках учебной 

программы; 



 

33 

 

- усвоение основной и дополнительной литературы, рекомендованной 
учебной программой дисциплины;                                     | 
- умение ориентироваться  в основных теориях,  концепциях и 
направлениях по изучаемой дисциплине и давать им критическую оценку с 
позиций     государственной     идеологии     (по    дисциплинам социально-
гуманитарного цикла); 
- активная самостоятельная работа на практических, лабораторных 

занятиях,   систематическое  участие   в  групповых  обсуждениях,  высокий 

уровень культуры исполнения заданий. 
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- систематизированные, глубокие и полные знания по всем раздела 
учебной программы; 
- использование научной терминологии (в том числе на иностранном язы-
ке), лингвистически и логически правильное изложение ответа на вопросы, 
умение делать обоснованные выводы; 
- владение инструментарием учебной дисциплины, умение, его использо-
вать в постановке и решении научных и профессиональных задач; 
- усвоение      основной       и      дополнительном       литературы реко-
мендованной учебной программой дисциплины; 
- умение ориентироваться   в   основных теориях,   концепциях и направ-
лениях по изучаемой дисциплине и давать им критическую оценку; 
- самостоятельная работа на практических, лабораторных занятиях, 

участие в групповых обсуждениях, высокий уровень культуры исполнения 

заданий. 
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- достаточно полные и систематизированные знания в объеме учебной 
программы; 
- грамотное, логически правильное изложение ответа на вопросы, умение 
делать обоснованные выводы; 
- владение    инструментарием    учебной   дисциплины,    умение   его ис-
пользовать в решении учебных и профессиональных задач; 
- способность самостоятельно применять типовые решения в рамках учеб-
ной программы; 
- усвоение    основной    литературы,     рекомендованной    учебной про-
граммой дисциплины; 
- умение    ориентироваться    в    базовых   теориях,    концепциях   и на-
правлениях по изучаемой дисциплине и давать им сравнительную оценку: 
- активная самостоятельная работа на практических, лабораторных 

занятиях, периодическое участие в групповых обсуждениях, высокий 

уровень культуры исполнения заданий. 
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- достаточные знания в объеме учебной программы; 
- использование научной терминологии, стилистически грамотное, логиче-
ски правильное изложение ответа на вопросы, умение делать выводы; 
- владение инструментарием учебной дисциплины, умение его 
использовать в решении учебных и профессиональных задач; 
- способность самостоятельно применять типовые решения в рамках 
учебной программы; 
- усвоение     основной     литературы,     рекомендованной     учебной про-
граммой дисциплины; 
- умение ориентироваться в базовых теориях, концепциях и направлениях 
по изучаемой дисциплине и давать им сравнительную оценку; 
- самостоятельная работа на практических, лабораторных занятиях, 

участие в групповых обсуждениях, высокий уровень культуры исполнения 
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заданий. 

 

 

4 

(ЗАЧТЕНО) 

 
- достаточный объем знаний в рамках образовательного стандарта; 
- усвоение основной литературы, рекомендованной учебной программой 
дисциплины; 
- использование научной терминологии, стилистическое и логическое 
изложение ответа на вопросы, умение делать выводы без существенных 
ошибок; 
- владение инструментарием учебной дисциплины, умение его использовать 
в решении стандартных (типовых) задач; 
- умение  под  руководством  преподавателя  решать  стандартные (типо-
вые) задачи; 
- знание основных базовых теорий, концепций и направлений по 

изучаемой дисциплине и умение давать им оценку; 

 

3 

(НЕЗАЧТЕНО)  

 
- недостаточно полный объем знаний   в рамках образовательного стан-
дарта; 
- знание  части   основной  литературы,   рекомендованной  учебной про-
граммой дисциплины; 
- использование научной терминологии, изложение ответа на вопросы с 
существенными лингвистическими и логическими ошибками; 
- слабое    владение    инструментарием    учебной дисциплины, некомпе-
тентность в решении стандартных (типовых) задач; 
- неумение ориентироваться в основных теориях, концепциях и направле-
ниях изучаемой дисциплины; 
- пассивность на практических и лабораторных занятиях, низкий уровень 

культуры исполнения заданий. 

 

2 

(НЕЗАЧТЕНО) 

 
- фрагментарные знания в рамках образовательного стандарта; 
- знания отдельных литературных источников, рекомендованных учебной 
программой дисциплины; 
- неумение использовать научную терминологию дисциплины, наличие в 
ответе грубых стилистических и логических ошибок; 
- пассивность на практических и лабораторных занятиях, низкий уровень 

культуры исполнения заданий. 

 

1 

(НЕЗАЧТЕНО) 

 

- отсутствие  знаний  и  компетенций  в  рамках  образовательной стандарта 

или отказ от ответа. 

 

 

Критерии для оценки тестов 

 
% правильных ответов % ошибочных ответов оценка 

96-100 4-0 10 

91-95 9-5 9 

86-90 14-10 8 

81-85 19-15 7 

76-80 24-20 6 

71-75 29-25 5 

66-70 34-30 4 

71-65 39-35 3 

Менее 60  2-1 
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VII. Тесты для проверки знаний студентов 

 

Страноведение Великобритании 

 
Test 1 

I. Choose the correct answer 

 

1. The native population of the British Isles were … . 

a) Celts and pre-Celts           c) Danes 

b) the Germanic tribes          d) the Scottish tribes 

 

2. The Normans conquered England in … . 

a) 1044                                  c) 1066 

b) 1801                                  d) 1100 

 

3. Domesday Book was ordered in 1086 by … . 

a) Julius Caesar                     c) George IV 

b) William the Conqueror     d) Elisabeth II 

 

4. The population of Great Britain increased to … million in 2000. 

a) 59.8                                    c) 55 

b) 65                                       d) 70 

 

5. … is currently experiencing substantial internal migration. 

a) England                              c) Scotland and Northern Ireland 

b) Wales                                 d) the UK 

 

6. According to the 2001 census about 9 per cent of the people in Britain are … . 

a) non-white                           c) Muslims 

b) from Asian community      d) from West Indies and India  

 

7. … has the highest proportion of minority ethnic communities. 

a) Manchester                         c) Been Milton Keynes 

b) London                               d) Ireland 

 

8. The largest Asian community is … . 

a) from West India                  c) Indian 

b) Chinese                               d) Bangladeshis 

 

9. By far the highest proportion of social housing exists in … . 

a) England                               c) Scotland 

b) Wales                                  d) Northern ireland 

 

10. By far the highest proportion of single people can be found in … . 

a) outer London                      c) inner London 

b) Scotland                             d) Northern Ireland 
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11. Muslims comprise … per cent of the population.   

a) 2.7                                      c) 10 

b) 15                                       d) 1.5 

 

12. Of the four countries in the UK … has the highest proportion of people who reported their health 

as “not good”. 

a) Northern Ireland                c) Scotland 

b) England                             d) Wales 

 

13. Less than … per cent of the population is involved in agriculture. 

a) 2                                         c) 5 

b) 4                                         d) 10 

 

14. Britain is one of the most urbanized countries in Europe with some … per cent of urban 

population. 

a) 50                                       c) 60 

b) 80                                       d) 90 

 

15. Gaelic is spoken by some 70 000 people many of whom live in … . 

a) the Shetland Islands           c) the Isle of Man 

b) the Hebrides                      d) the Isles of Scilly 

 

II. Answer the questions 

 

1. What are two established churches in Britain? 

2. What is the second largest religion in the UK? 

3. What does it mean “cohabiting”? 

4. What are the largest cities in the UK with the [population exceeding 1 mln. people? 

5. Why do most people working in London use public transport? 

6. What is a supplementary vote system? 

7. Why did 11 mln people leave the British Isles from 1836 till 1936? 

8. What areas of London have a non-white majority? 

9. How many Londoners describe themselves as white British? 

10. What religions can be found in Britain? 

11. What are the key features of the Scottish economy? 

12. What is the most important industry in Wales? 

13. What is “Better Wales”? 

14. What is “eisteddfod”? 

15. What are the main languages spoken in the UK? 

16. How has the administration of London changed since 1999? 
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Test 2 

Variant 1 

I. Translate into Russian: 

1. Habeas Corpus Act 

2. the Act of Settlement 

3. the supremacy of Parliament 

4. Witan 

5. the European Court 

6. Lords Spiritual 

7. Secretary of State 

8. elevation  

9. Lord Chancellor 

10. Royal consent 

 

II. Translate into English: 

1. парламентский организатор 

2. постоянный комитет 

3. распределение функций 

4. избирательный округ (2) 

5. верховное духовенство 

6. первородство 

7. ведомственный министр 

8. судебная власть 

9. аннулировать 

10. возмещение расходов 

 

Ш. Answer the questions: 

1. What are the three branches of power? 

2. What kind of power do MPs have? 

3. What can you say about the power of veto in the House of Lords? 

4. Who is the leader of the House of Commons and what are his responsibilities? 

5. What members are there in the House of Lords? 

6. When does the Bill become an Act? 

 

 

Test 2 

Variant 2 

I. Translate into Russian: 

1. the Magna Charta 

2. the Rule of Law 

3. case law 

4. the Bill of Rights 

5. Law Lords 

6. Lords Temporal 

7. with complete impartiality 

8. a tied vote 

9. free from liability 

10. backbench revolt 
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II. Translate into English: 

1. королевская санкция 

2. совместный комитет 

3. министр внутренних дел 

4. парламентские каникулы (2) 

5. председательствовать 

6. преемственность / порядок наследования королевской короны 

7. роспуск (парламента) 

8. исполнительная власть 

9. отменять 

10. должностное лицо 

 

 

Ш. Answer the questions: 

1. Who is elected at General Elections? 

2. What are the main elements of the British Parliament? 

3. What are the powers of Parliament? 

4. Who is the leader of the House of Lords and what are his responsibilities? 

5. What are the main political parties in Great Britain? 

6. What is a Private Bill? 
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Страноведение США 
Test 1 

I. Fill in the blank with the correct forms of the following words: tax, elect, defeat, vote, adopt, crate 

1. All of the colonies of North America had a tradition of representative government, that is 

government which was … by the people. 

2. Actually most white men in the colonies owned property to have the right to … . 

3. The Seven Years’ War cost Britain a lot of money, and so the British government decided to 

get the money from the colonists by introducing heavy … . 

4. In December 1773 a group of colonists boarded British ships in Boston harbour, and threw 342 

… of tea into the waters of the harbour. 

5. The Declaration of Independence was … by the American Congress on July 4, 1776. 

6. After the British army … at Saragota in 1777, France openly took the side of the Americans. 

 

 

II. Complete the sentences with the best answer (a, b, c) 

1. By the middle of the 18
th

 century the English settlers 

a) had occupied all of North America 

b) had occupied 13 colonies all along the Atlantic coast 

c) had reached the shores of the Pacific Ocean 

2. The Quartering Act forced the colonies 

a) to pay heavy taxes 

b) to build new settlements for the British army 

c) to house and feed British soldiers 

3. The British government introduced heavy taxes in the American colonies because 

a) it was afraid of American competition and decided to crush American industry 

b) it needed money to support its big fleet 

c) it was preparing for war in Europe 

4. in 1787 the American Constitution was drawn up in Philadelphia which 

a) is in force in the USA today 

b) with its 27 amendments is in force at the present time 

c) has been seriously changed since then. 

 

III. State whether the following statements are true or false 

1. The right to vote was given to all white men and women in the colonies of North America. 

2. The American colonists were not angered by the Stamp Act (1765) because the tax stamps 

were not expensive. 

3. The “Boston Tea Party” was a friendly reception given by the English merchants to the 

citizens of Boston. 

4. The first serious military confrontation between the American militiamen and the British army 

under General John Burgoyne took place at Saragota. 

5. The final victory of the French-American army under the command of George Washington 

took place near Philadelphia in 1781. 

 

IV. Answer the following questions 

1. Why were the American colonists angered by the actions of the British government? 

2. What was the most popular demand of the colonists? 

3. When did the Congress of representatives of the colonies first meet and what did it do? 

4. Who was appointed commander of the American army? 

5. When did Washington become the capital of the USA? 
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VIII. Тематика курсовых проектов 

 
Тематика курсовых работ по страноведению 

Великобритании 

 

1. The British Constitution. 

2. The British Parliament. 

3. The British Commonwealth of Nations. 

4. The British Empire. 

5. Economy of the UK. 

6. Foreign policy of the UK. 

7. Home policy of the UK. 

8. Devolution in the UK. 

9. Trade Unions in the UK. 

10. Political parties of the UK. 

11. The Prime Minister of the UK. 

12. The Cabinet of Ministers of the UK. 

13. British educational system. 

14. Oxford, Cambridge – the oldest universities. 

15. The British English. RP. 

16. The English literature. 

17. Mass Media in the UK. 

18. Health care system and medical institutions in the UK. 

19. Symbols of the UK. 

20. The Protestant-Catholic struggle. 

21. The UK and the USA – members of the WTO. 

22. The UK and the USA – members of the IMF. 

23. The UK – member of the European Union. 

24. The Monarch of the UK. 

25. The Celts. 

26. The Romans. 

27. The Anglo-Saxons. 

28. The Danes. 

29. The Normans. 

30. The war of the Roses. 

31. The Civil War (1642-1649). 

32. Republic in Britain. 

33. Industrial Revolution in Britain. 

34. Britain in World War I. 

35. Britain in World War II. 

36. Greater London. 

37. Londoners. 

38. The Tower of London. 

39. Ceremonies in London. 

40. Madam Tussaud’s. 

41. The Edinburg International Festival. 

42. The Welsh National Eisteddfod. 

43. The successes of pop and rock music achieved by Britain since the 1960s. 

44. Ethnic minorities in the UK. 
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45. The Anglican Church. 

46. The essential differences between Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland and England. 

 

 

США 

 

1. The American Constitution. 

2. The Congress of the USA. 

3. The NATO. 

4. Economy of the USA. 

5. Foreign policy of the USA. 

6. Home policy of the USA. 

7. Political parties of the USA. 

8. The President of the USA. 

9. The first Afro-American President and his policy. 

10. The US elections. 

11. American educational system. 

12. The Declaration of Independence. 

13. The leading US Universities. Harvard – the oldest university. 

14. The American English. 

15. The American literature. 

16. Mass Media in the USA. 

17. Health care system and medical institutions in the USA. 

18. Symbols of the USA. 

19. Immigration to the USA. 

20. CIA and FBI. 

21. The USA as the leading country in the stand against international terrorism. 

22. US intervention in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

23. The War of Independence. 

24. The Gold Rush. 

25. Negro slavery in America. 

26. The Civil War. 

27. The USA in World War I. 

28. The Roaring Twenties. 

29. The Great Depression. 

30. The USA in World War II. 

31. Vietnam War. 
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IX. Тексты лекций (фрагменты) 

 

Страноведение Великобритании 

Britain under Queen Victoria 

William IV had no surviving children and was succeeded by his niece Victoria (1837-1901 – 

the period of her reign). By this time the monarchy was beginning to look a disreputable and even 

unnecessary institution. Kings were no longer expected to rule, only to reign. But Queen Victoria was 

one of the most notable figures in British royal history. Her achievement was to restore respect and 

usefulness to the Crown. She possessed both common sense and high principles, she had the qualities 

that the middle class most admired – devotion to family and friends. The name of her husband was 

Albert of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha and this family name remained the name of the royal family until 1917 

when it was changed to Windsor. Queen Victoria was “Grandma” to every royal family in Europe. 

Under her reign slavery was abolished throughout the British Empire in 1832. In the same year an 

outbreak of cholera killed 31,000 people in Britain, mostly because of dirty water in towns. The pride 

of Britain in the 1830s and 1840s was its railroads and the first trains. In 1840-1842 and in 1856-1860 

there were two so-called Opium Wars against China, as a result of which China had to give away some 

of its territories and to allow Britain to carry on profitable trade in opium. Historians consider the 

Opium Wars to be shameful events in British colonial history.  The situation in Ireland in 1845-1847 

was very tragic. About 20 percent of the total Irish population died from hunger, because the potato 

crop failed. Many Irish emigrated, mostly to the USA. In 1851 Queen Victoria opened the Great 

Exhibition of the Industries of All Nations in the Crystal Palace in London. The aim of the Exhibition 

was to show the world the greatness of Britain’s industry. In 1854 Britain together with France became 

involved in war in the Crimea to prevent Russian expansion into Turkey, as these countries didn’t want 

Russia to extend its influence. The British and French troops in September 1854 besieged Russia’s 

naval base at Sebastopol in the Crimea. In 1855 the British took Sebastopol and the war ended in 1856. 

Many Indians resented British interference in their religious and social customs and in 1857 Indian 

soldiers mutinied against their British officers. The rebellion, known as Indian Mutiny, was finally 

suppressed in 1858. In 1876 Queen Victoria became Empress of India. In 1857 Charles Darwin 

published “The Origin of Species” (“Происхождение видов”). His theory of evolution was based on 

scientific observation. This theory caused a battle between faith in God and reason, which lasted for 

the rest of the century. In the second half of the century two new parties appeared: the Liberal Party, 

which was formed in 1859 after the split in the Tory party, and the Independent Labour Party, which 

was formed in 1893 by and for the working classes, and was set up and renamed the Labour Party in 

1900. The British political system of today was mostly built in the 1860s and 1870s, when a much 

stricter “two-party” system developed in Britain. The two parties, Tory (or Conservative as it became 

officially known) and Liberal became the most prominent at that time. During Victoria’s reign in 1867 

all male householders in towns became ‘eligible to vote and stand for Parliament. This added over a 

million voters to the electorate. In 1884 this was extended to all male householders and in 1918 to all 

men over 21. In 1873 a new religious movement, called the Salvation Army, was started to help the 

poorest people. At that time the British became concerned with the political affairs of Egypt and its 

42eighbor, the Sudan (which had been under Egyptian control since 1821). In early 1880s Britain sent 

troops to Egypt and the Sudan to suppress uprisings in Egypt and rebellions in the Sudan against 

Egyptian control, and in late 1890s the troops defeated the Sudanese and established Anglo-Egyptian 

control of the Sudan. Africa’s vast natural resources, which included gold and diamonds, caused 

colonizing of the continent. After some wars with the Dutch settlers and the native population, the 

British took control over the southern part of Africa, which became part of the British Empire. The 

reasons for this mass colonization were to get more lands, to have more power, to become richer. One 
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more reason was that the population of Britain from the 1830s was rapidly growing, and soon the 

territory of the British Isles would not hold all the population. So the solution was found in the 

development of colonies for British settlers in different parts of the world. Large-scale emigration to 

the United States, Canada, Australia and New Zealand created extensive changes in the national 

population profile. Soon the white colonies were allowed to govern themselves. Officially they no 

longer depended on Britain, but they still accepted the British monarch as their head of state. To sum it 

all up, it should be stressed that the 19
th

 century was a time of great economic and political change in 

Britain. The 19
th

 century marked the full flower of the British Empire. By the end of the century, the 

British Empire comprised nearly one-quarter of the world’s land surface and more than one-quarter of 

its total population. The idea of limited self-government for some of Britain’s colonies was first 

recommended in 1839. The system, whereby some colonies were allowed largely to manage their own 

affairs under governors appointed by the mother country, spread rapidly. In 1847 it was put into effect 

in the colonies in Canada, and later in the Australian colonies, New Zealand and South Africa. The 

country was becoming industrialized and overseas trade was increasing. The Industrial Revolution 

brought much prosperity and social problems. As a result of the industrial revolution, 19
th

-century 

Britain was the “workshop of the world”. British factories were producing more than any other country 

in the world. The 19
th

 century was marked by radical directions in social reforms. In the 19
th

 century 

the number of people belonging to the middle class greatly increased. Britain was a model of industrial 

success and of free constitutional government. The House of Commons grew in size and the House of 

Lords lost the powerful position. By the end of the 19
th

 century two sports, cricket and football, had 

become very popular with the British public. The growth of heavy industries (iron and steel, textiles 

and shipbuilding) during the 19
th

 century was based on the proximity of coal and iron-ore deposits.  

The beginning of the 20
th

 century in GB 

WW I 

    Queen Victoria’s eldest son, Edward VII, who reigned from 1901 till 1910, after the reign of 

his mother wasn’t given a great deal to do and in the absence of a job he chose to engage himself in the 

pleasures of smart society. His eldest son died at the age of 28 and his second son succeeded him as 

George V (he reigned from 1910 till 1936). In 1917 George V changed his family’s surname from 

Saxe-Coburg-Gotha to Windsor. King George V was an admirable “institutional monarch”. He started 

a tradition of attending the annual football Cup Final match at Wembley Stadium. At the beginning of 

the 20
th

 century Britain was still one of the greatest world powers. The colonies in Canada, Australia, 

New Zealand and South Africa obtained such complete control over their internal affairs that in 1917 

they were granted the new status of dominions. This select group of nations within the empire was 

often referred to as the British Commonwealth. In Europe Germany was now becoming very united 

and strong. The danger of war with Germany had been clear from the beginning of the 20
th

 century, 

and it brought France and Britain together. By 1914 the political situation in Europe was extremely 

dangerous. Rival alliances grew up. Germany and Austria-Hungary (known as the Central Powers) 

were on one side, and France, Britain and Russia (known as the Allies), on the other. In June 1914 the 

Austro-Hungarian heir, the Archduke (эрцгерцог) Francis Ferdinand, was killed in Serbia. Austria-

Hungary declared war on Serbia. Russia, which supported Serbia, declared war on Austria. Germany 

(Austria’s ally) then declared war on Russia and its ally France. Germany tried to attack France by 

marching through Belgium (a neutral country since 1839). Britain joined the war in defense of 

Belgium. The Central Powers were joined by Turkey (1914) and Bulgaria (1915). The Allies were 

joined by Italy (1915), Romania (1916) and the USA (1917). Thus, practically the whole of Europe 

was fighting. The First World War had started. For Britain, it was the first time that civilians were 

actively involved in the war effort. From 1916 all able-bodied men aged between 18 and 41 had to go 
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into the army and women replaced them in their jobs. So, World War I was the first major blow to 

British imperial supremacy. Beginning with 1915, German submarines started sinking merchant ships 

which carried supplies to Britain. Being an island state, Britain had always depended on imported 

goods. 40 per cent of Britain’s merchant fleet was sunk during the war. There was one period in the 

course of the war when for six weeks the British population was on the point of starvation. Then in 

1917 Russia withdrew from the war and made peace with Germany (as there was the Bolshevik 

Revolution of 1917). After that the German generals hoped for victory against the Allies. But German 

submarine attacks on neutral ships drew America into the war against Germany. The arrival of 

American troops in France ended Germany’s hopes, and it surrendered in November 1918. By the 

Treaty of Versailles Germany had to admit guilt for the war. The allies claimed huge financial 

compensation. 

                                             The UK in WW II 

     By the mid-1930s the situation in Britain began to improve. One of the reasons was the 

danger of a new war. Seeing this, the British government began rebuilding its armed forces. It invested 

a large amount of money in heavy industry, which gave jobs to many people. By 1937 British industry 

was producing weapons, aircraft and equipment for war. In the 1930s German military strength grew 

under the Nazis (National Socialists), led by Adolf Hitler. Hitler called the German people a superior 

race, which must rule the world. Soon Hitler made himself dictator of Germany. The Nazis oppressed 

anyone whose race, religion or politics they didn’t like. They built huge concentration camps. 

Germany wasn’t the only country in Europe ruled by a dictator. Benito Mussolini, who had come to 

power in Italy, was making plans to revive the glory of the Roman Empire. In Asia, a military group 

came to power in Japan. They wanted to take control of other countries in Asia and islands in the 

Pacific Ocean. In the 1930s Germany, Italy and Japan formed an alliance called the Axis. Britain and 

France led the alliance of European countries called the Allies. The Allies opposed the Axis. Japan was 

the first nation to use military might. In 1931 the Japanese army invaded a part of China called 

Manchuria. In 1935 Italy invaded parts of Africa. Germany seized Austria and part of Czechoslovakia. 

On September 1, 1939 Germany invaded Poland. The Polish government asked Britain and France for 

help. These two countries declared war on Germany two days later. That was the beginning of the 

Second World War. Over a short period of time, Germany invaded and conquered Norway, Denmark, 

the Netherlands, Belgium, Luxemburg and France. This became known as “Blitzkrieg”, meaning 

“lightning war”. The British who were fighting in France were driven into the sea and carried over to 

Britain. By June 1940 Britain stood alone against the Nazis. At that time the Germans and Italians 

attacked the British army in Egypt thus beginning war in North Africa. The Germans bombed British 

ports, cities, airfields, railroads and factories in preparation for an invasion. George VI and his wife 

Elizabeth won great admiration of the British people for refusing to leave Buckingham Palace even 

after it had been bombed. The pilots of the British air force tried to fight off the German planes. 

Hitler’s plan was to break the spirit of the British and destroy Britain’s ability to defend itself. Then 

the Germans would cross the English Channel from France. They would invade and take control of 

Britain. But the British Royal Air Force shot down many German planes, and Germany wasn’t able to 

fulfil its plan of invading the country. The Battle of Britain, which was a series of battles to establish 

air supremacy, was fought between 15 August and 15 September 1940. Germany suffered losses, but 

began night-time raids on Britain, which was known as the Blitz and continued until the spring of 

1941. In 1941 Germany and Japan made two fatal mistakes: Germany attacked the USSR and Japan 

attacked the USA. Thus the Axis forced into the battlefield two of the most powerful nations in the 

world. So the USSR joined the war in June 1941, after Germany attacked and captured many Soviet 

provinces. The German army failed to reach Moscow before winter and so headed south. In December 

1941 the USA joined the war, and Britain and the USA heavily bombed targets in Germany and 
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Germany occupied countries. The German army was forced to retreat in the USSR after a major battle 

near Stalingrad (September 1942-January 1943). In May 1943 the German army in North Africa 

surrendered. The Allies then invaded Sicily and Italy. Italy surrendered in September 1943. By spring 

1944 Soviet forces had regained most of the land they had lost. They marched west, liberating 

Germany occupied countries such as Poland and Hungary. Meanwhile a huge invasion of France was 

being prepared. A large army and thousands of ships with soldiers from the USA, Britain, Canada, 

France, Poland and many other nations were gathered on the southern shore of Great Britain. On 6 

June 1944 the Allies landed in Normandy in Northern France and the Germans were forced to retreat. 

This day of the invasion is known as D-Day. The invasion of France by Allied forces was the 

beginning of the end for Germany. Four months later France and Belgium were freed. On 24 March 

1945 the Allies crossed the River Rhine. On 2 May they met up with the Soviet Army who were 

advancing from the opposite direction. Germany surrendered on 8 May 1945 and the war in Europe 

ended. Japan continued to fight until Britain and the USA dropped two atom bombs on the cities of 

Hiroshima and Nagasaki in August 1945. 110,000 people perished immediately and many thousands 

more died later from the after-effects. Japan surrendered on 14 August and on 2 September 1945 

signed the armistice which ended the war.  

The system of Government 

    The United Kingdom is a constitutional monarchy, and this institution dates back in Britain 

to the Saxon king Egbert. Its Constitution is an unwritten constitution, however it is unwritten only in 

the sense that the documents upon which it is based have not been brought together in a single legal 

document. The major elements comprising this unwritten constitution are historic documents (such as 

the Magna Carta, signed by King John in 1215, Habeas Corpus Act (закон о неприкосновенности 

личности), signed by Charles II in 1679, the Bill of Rights, signed after James II lost his throne in 

1689 by his daughter Mary II and her husband William III, the Act of Settlement (закон о 

престолонаследовании) of 1701), decisions taken by courts of law on constitutional matters, judicial 

interpretations, privileges of Parliament, other customs and conventions, and can be modified by a 

simple Act of Parliament. There are two basic principles of the British Constitution: the Rule of Law 

and the Supremacy of Parliament. Power in Great Britain is divided on the principle of the separation 

of powers among three branches: the legislative branch (by which laws are made), the executive 

branch (by which laws are put into effect) and the judicial branch (by which laws are interpreted).  

The legislative branch is represented by Parliament, which has existed since 1265 and is the 

supreme legislative authority. The British Parliament is considered to be the oldest parliament in the 

world. It consists of two chambers, or houses: the House of Commons and the House of Lords, which 

share the Palace of Westminster. The third element of the British Parliament is the Queen who is its 

head. These three    elements have different roles in the government of the country, and they only meet 

together on symbolic occasions, such as the coronation of a new monarch or the State opening of 

Parliament.                                                                                                                                                            

In reality, the House of Commons is the only one of the three which has true power. Its main function 

is to legislate, but the strong party system in Britain has meant that the initiative in government lies not 

with Parliament but with the Government (most bills are introduced by the Government, although they 

may be introduced by individual MPs) and party members almost automatically pass whatever is put 

before them by their party. So Parliament plays the major role in law-making. It is here that new bills 

are introduced and debated (bills as well may be introduced and debated also in the House of Lords, 

apart from bills, connected with taxation and finance). A bill has to go through three stages (readings) 

in order to become an Act of Parliament. If the majority of the members are in favour of a bill it goes 

to the House of Lords to be debated and finally to the monarch to be signed, or to get the Royal 
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Assent. Only then it becomes law. The life of the House of Commons is fixed at five years. It consists 

of Members of Parliament (MPs), each of whom represents an area in England, Scotland, Wales or 

Northern Ireland. MPs are elected either at a general election (for this the whole country is divided into 

constituencies, every one of which chooses one delegate), or at a by-election following the death or 

retirement of an MP. The minimum voting age is 18, and the voting is taken by secret ballot.  The 

election campaign lasts about three weeks. The election is decided on a simple majority – the 

candidate with most votes wins. The British parliamentary system depends on political parties. The 

political parties choose candidates in elections. The party which wins the majority of seats forms the 

Government and its leader usually becomes Prime Minister (and heads the executive branch, the main 

function of which is to administer the laws or actually to rule the country). The size of government is 

over 100. The Prime Minister chooses about 20 MPs from his or her party to become the Cabinet of 

Ministers (which is part of the executive branch). The composition of the Cabinet is left to the personal 

choice of the PM. Each minister is responsible for a particular area of the government. The main 

functions of the Cabinet are: the final determination of policy, supreme control of the executive, and 

continuous coordination of the activities of state. The Cabinet’s meetings may be held at the Cabinet 

Room at 10 Downing Street (an official London residence of Prime Minister), at the House of 

Commons or at Chequers (the Prime Minister’s country residence). The second largest party becomes 

the official Opposition with its own leader and a “Shadow Cabinet”. Leader of the Opposition is a 

recognized post in the House of Commons. The House of Commons is made up of some 650 elected 

members. The House of Commons is presided over by the Speaker, a member acceptable to the whole 

House. MPs sit on two sides of the hall, one side for the governing party and the other for the 

opposition. The first two rows of seats are occupied by the leading members of both parties (called 

“front-benchers”), the back benches belong to the rank-and-file MPs (“back-benchers”). Each session 

of the House of Commons lasts for 160-175 days. Parliament has intervals during its work, known as 

recesses or adjournments.  

    The House of Lords, before its reforming started in the early 2000s, had been made up of the 

Lords Spirituals (representatives of the Church of England: the archbishops of Canterbury and York 

and other bishops) and the Lords Temporal: hereditary peers and life peers (who are named by the 

Sovereign on the advice of the Prime Minister and don’t pass on their title when they die). But in 

November, 1999 the House of Lords Act removed the right of hereditary peers to be members of the 

chamber. In April 2001 the first new lords were selected, chosen by the committee. The government, 

reforming the House of Lords, has appointed so called people’s peers, who are not chosen for their 

affiliation to any political party, but are, in theory, appointed on merit, by an independent committee. 

Members of this Upper House are not elected. The House of Lords is the only non-elected second 

chamber in the parliaments of the world, and some people in Britain would like to abolish it. But the 

reforms which started at the beginning of this century will have the following results in the future: they 

will remove the last of the hereditary peers from Parliament; they will introduce the first ever elected 

peers into the House of Lords; they will put the appointment of independent members outside political 

patronage; they will secure a political balance in the House of Lords. The members of the House of 

Lords debate a bill after it has been passed by the House of Commons. Changes or amendments may 

be recommended, and agreement between the two Houses is reached by negotiations. The Lords’ main 

power consists of being able to delay non-financial bills for a period of a year, but they can also 

introduce certain types of bill. The House of Lords is presided over by the Lord Chancellor. He or she 

is responsible for the administration of justice and is also an automatic member of the Cabinet. 

Following the latest act of 1999, the House of Lords now consists of some 675 peers in total (2001) as 

compared to 1200 peers (1999). 
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    The judicial branch interprets the laws. The highest judicial body is the Supreme Court of 

Judicature, which consists of two divisions: the High Court of Justice and the Court of Appeal. It is 

often said that English law is superior to the law of most other countries. Indeed, the English judicial 

system contains many rules which protect the individual against arbitrary action by the police and the 

government.  

                                   The Commonwealth of Nations 

  At the beginning of the 20
th

 century Britain was still one of the greatest world powers. The 

colonies in Canada, Australia, New Zealand and South Africa obtained such complete control over 

their internal affairs that in 1917 they were granted the new status of dominions. This selected group of 

nations within the empire was often referred to as the British Commonwealth.    In 1931 the Statute of 

Westminster granted equal status to the self-governing dominions, which were recognized as 

independent countries “within the British Empire, equal in status” to the United Kingdom. The rest of 

the British Empire consisted for the most part of colonies and other dependencies whose predominant 

indigenous populations had no such experience. In the 1950s many British possessions became 

independent nations. 500 million people in former British colonies became completely self-governing. 

Britain tried to keep international ties with its former colonies through a new organization called the 

British Commonwealth of Nations. All the former colonies were invited to join the Commonwealth as 

free and equal members. This system of co-operation has proved to be successful, because it is based 

on the kind of relationship that allows all members to follow their own policies without interference. 

This special unit was established for economic, cultural and social reasons. The Commonwealth has no 

central government and unites a fifth of the world’s land and population. The British Crown is a 

symbol of this association. Some countries which have never been part of the British Empire are 

asking to join the Commonwealth. These countries are South Africa (which joined in 1994), Cameroon 

and Mozambique (joined in 1995). Now there are a total of 54 countries located in various parts of the 

world.  

                                         Freedom and human right 

    There are no fundamental rights in the UK in the constitutional sense. The evolution of rights 

has been pragmatic: some of them were entrenched in the Magna Carta and the Bill of Rights. 

Freedom of speech is one of the oldest of these rights. Freedom to demonstrate peacefully is also 

respected. Freedom of meeting is one of the most common freedoms exercised. There have been no 

restrictions on freedom of associations. The political parties have never been banned. Citizen’s rights 

constitute the bulwark of civil liberties in the UK. All persons are presumed innocent until found guilty 

by a court. Religious tolerance was established during the 18
th

 century, and all disabilities were 

removed except two: the monarch must be a Protestant, and clergymen may not become Members of 

Parliament. Measures introduced since the 1970s promote equal opportunities for men and women. 

The Race Relations Act ban the racial discrimination.  

                                                   Population of the UK 

    The people who now inhabit the British Isles are descended mainly from the people who 

lived here some 9 centuries ago. The English nation was formed as a result of the mixture of the native 

population of the British Isles – the pre-Celts and the Celts with the invaders: the Germanic tribes 

(Angles, Saxons and Jutes), the Danes and the Normans. It is known that the population of the country 

in the 11
th

 century was almost 2 million people, according to the so-called “Domesday Book” (“Книга 

Судного Дня”), the first population  census. There are no available records about the size of the 
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population until the beginning of the 19
th

 century. At that time the population was 6,5 million; a lot of 

people left the British Isles to travel to Australia, Canada, New Zealand, the United Sates, South 

Africa, some parts of Asia in search for a better life. Thus they spread economic, political and cultural 

(as well as linguistic) influence of Britain. Censuses of the people of the UK have been taken regularly 

every 10 years since 1801 (except for 1941 because of the Second World War). In 1901 the population 

of the UK was 38 million. Mass emigration from Britain stopped after World War I when the above 

mentioned countries (Australia, Canada, New Zealand, etc.) imposed strict immigration laws. In the 

1930s Britain saw a considerable flow of refugees from continental Europe as a result of fascist 

persecution, in the 1950s and 1960s – a large influx of people from West Indies and India. After the 

1960s a considerable number of people entered the UK from the Commonwealth countries. Now the 

population of the UK is over 57 million. For the first time ever, the UK has more people aged over 60 

than under 16. The country ranks 16
th

 in the world in size of population. The distribution of the 

population is rather uneven. More than 47 million people live in England, around 5 million in 

Scotland, over 3 million in Wales and about 1.5 million in Northern Ireland. The UK is currently 

experiencing substantial internal migration. The population of southern England and London is 

continuing to grow while northern areas decline. Most of the mountainous parts of the UK are very 

sparsely populated. The current pattern of population distribution emerged during the past century. 

Urbanization is the most prominent feature of this pattern, so the majority of the population lives in 

towns, cities and their suburbs. The UK is inhabited by the English, the Scots, the Welsh and the Irish 

who constitute the British nation. Native-born United Kingdomers constitute 92% of the population. 

Now there are also many people of all colours and races in the UK. These are mostly former 

inhabitants of the former British colonies. These people, called “the coloureds”, came to the UK in 

search of better living standards. Among the ethnic minority population the largest group is Indian, 

followed by West Indian, Pakistani and Bangladeshi. According to the 2001 census, about 9% of the 

people in Britain are non-white. London has the highest proportion of minority ethnic communities. 

50% of the population of London describe themselves as white British; others are: white Irish, white 

other (Europeans, Americans, Australians, New Zealanders, etc.), Africans, black Caribbeans, Asians. 

The government encourages the immigrant communities to continue speaking their own languages as 

well as English. There is still a serious problem of racial tension and racial prejudice in Britain today. 

                                                     Religion 

    Every religion in the world is represented in the UK. While the UK is basically secular, it is 

also very Christian. Since St. Augustine brought Christianity to England, it has been the official 

religion of the land. Church-state conflicts in the Middle Ages prepared the ground for the separation 

from Rome under Henry VIII. There are two established churches: in England – the Anglican Church 

(formed by King Henry VIII in 1534), in Scotland – the Presbyterian Church of Scotland (established 

by the Treaty of Union in 1707). The Monarch is the “Supreme Governor” of the Church of England, 

which is divided into two provinces: Canterbury and York. The Archbishop of Canterbury is the 

spiritual leader of the Anglican Church. In England the highest number of Christians is found in north-

east England. There are some more prominent Protestant traditions, such as Methodism and Baptism 

(which came from Holland in the 16
th

 century). There is also the Catholic Church in the UK. About 6 

million people are Catholic. Non-Christian religions are represented by Islam (Muslims have now 

emerged as the second largest religion after Christianity), Hinduism, Sikhism, Buddhism and Judaism. 

Across the UK, growing numbers of people no longer believe in the need for church membership. 
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                                                 Language in Britain 

    English is the official and national language of the UK. English is the second most widely 

spoken language in the world, next to Mandarin Chinese. They speak of English as having its 

beginning with the conquest and settlement of a large part of the island of Britain by Germanic tribes 

from the European continent in the mid-fifth century, although the earliest written documents belong 

to the seventh century. Of course, these people did not, upon their arrival in England, suddenly begin 

to speak a new language. The history of English goes back much further. English is one of a family of 

languages called Indo-European. The languages of this family, which includes most of the modern 

European languages and some other languages spoken in western Asia from Iceland to India, as well 

as such important languages of antiquity as Latin, Greek and Sanskrit, all resemble each other in a 

number of ways, particularly in vocabulary. Their parent tongue, called Proto-Indo-European, was 

spoken about 5,000 years ago. Within the Indo-European family of languages there are several 

subfamilies, consisting of languages especially closely related. English belongs to the Germanic 

branch of Indo-European, and is a close relative of such languages as German, Dutch, the 

Scandinavian languages, and the now extinct Gothic. Germanic is usually divided by scholars into 

three regional groups: East (Burgundian, Vandal, and Gothic, all extinct), North (Icelandic, 

Norwegian, Swedish, Danish) and West (German, Netherlandic {Dutch and Flemish}, Frisian, 

English). So, English is a West Germanic language of the Indo-European language family.  

    The Germanic tribes who settled in Britain in the 5
th

 century spoke the very closely related 

Germanic tongues of their continental homelands. From these developed the English language, or Old 

English (from “Englisc”, the language of the Angles and Saxons who invaded Britain).  

    There are three major periods in the evolution of English. The first, called Old English, 

covers the period from the beginning of the language to about 1100; the second, Middle English, from 

1100 to 1500; and the third, Modern English, from 1500 to the present.  

    During the Old English period, most additions to the English vocabulary were based on 

native English words. Old words were given new meanings; new words were formed by the addition 

of prefixes or suffixes or by compounding. Of foreign languages the most influential was Latin. The 

Scandinavians also influenced the language of England during the Old English period. Names of basic 

concepts and things come from Old English or Anglo-Saxon: heaven and earth, love and hate, life and 

death, beginning and end, day and night, month and year, heat and cold, meadow and stream. Cardinal 

and ordinal numerals come from Old English (except “second”) as well as all the personal pronouns 

(except “they, their, them”), the auxiliary verbs, most simple prepositions and all conjunctions. Old 

English had three genders for nouns and adjectives: masculine, feminine and neuter. Nouns, pronouns 

and adjectives were inflected for 4 cases: nominative, genitive, dative, accusative. Old English had a 

greater proportion of irregular verbs than does Modern English.  

    The Middle English period was marked by great extension of foreign influence on English. 

The Norman Conquest brought England under French rule. The English language, though it didn’t die, 

was for a time of only secondary importance. French became the language of the upper classes in 

England. The lower classes continued to peak English but many French words were borrowed into 

English (over 10,000 words). Spoken mainly by uneducated people, English had also tremendous 

grammatical changes as most of the inflections or case endings of Old English disappeared, and word 

order therefore became of prime importance. Latin, remaining the language of the church and of 

education, also had a considerable and varied influence on English.  
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    Modern English has been open to even wider borrowing from all the languages of Europe. 

The vocabulary of Modern English is approximately half Germanic (Old English and Scandinavian) 

and half Romance (French and Latin), with importations from Greek in science and technology and 

with considerable borrowings from Dutch, Italian, Spanish, German, Arabic and many other 

languages. From the period of the Renaissance voyages of discovery up to the recent times, a steady 

stream of new words has come into the language to match the new objects and experiences. In fact, 

this invasion has never come to an end, as new words continue to be made up from Latin and Greek 

roots for new inventions and scientific discoveries. Modern English is analytic (i.e., relatively 

uninflected), whereas Proto-Indo-European was synthetic, or inflected.  

    From the British Isles the English language was exported to Britain’s growing number of 

colonies, which by the 19
th

 century accounted for one quarter of the world’s population. In the 20
th

 

century, even though Britain’s role as a world power has declined considerably, English spread all 

over the world and is now widely spoken as a first, second or foreign language on six continents. It is 

the primary language of the USA, the United Kingdom, Canada, Australia, Ireland, New Zealand, and 

various small island nations in the Caribbean Sea and the Pacific Ocean. It is also an official language 

of India, the Philippines, and many countries in sub-Saharan Africa, including South Africa.  

    There is one standard literary English – Received Standard English – that is characterized by 

the Received Pronunciation (RP), but there are also several regional and social dialects. A well-known 

example is the cockney of East Londoners. The Scottish and Irish forms of Gaelic survive in some 

parts of Scotland and Ireland. Wales is officially bilingual, Welsh is spoken by about a fifth of its 

population and formally has the same status as English. Welsh, Scottish Gaelic and Irish Gaelic are of 

Celtic origin. The term RP denotes the speech of educated people living in London and the southeast 

of England and of other people elsewhere who speak in this way. RP is not superior to other varieties 

of English; it is itself only one particular regional dialect that has achieved more extensive use than 

others because it was the language of contracts and commerce and the speech of the ruling court. It is 

generally heard on the BBC. The polished tones of what has become known as “BBC English” still 

predominate on the radio, although in recent years broadcasters with regional or American accents 

have become increasingly popular.    
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Страноведение США 

The USA in WW I 

At the start of the 1914 war, Great Britain, France and Russia had an alliance called the Allies. 

They were fighting against Germany and Austria-Hungary, called the Central Powers. Soon many 

other nations joined the war, and most of the fighting took place in Europe, though there was also 

fighting in colonies owned by those countries. At the beginning of the war President Woodrow Wilson 

urged a policy of strict American neutrality. Germany's declaration of unrestricted submarine warfare 

against all ships bound for Allied ports undermined that position. After German submarines had sunk 

some American ships bringing goods and supplies to Britain, the USA declared war on Central 

Powers. When Congress declared war on Germany in 1917, the American army was a force of only 

200,000 soldiers. Millions of men had to be drafted, trained, and shipped across the Atlantic. A full 

year passed before the U.S. Army was ready to make a significant contribution to the war effort. 

General John J. Pershing was made commander of the army. By the fall of 1918, Germany's position 

had become hopeless. In October Germany asked for peace, and an armistice was declared on 

November 11. In 1919 Wilson himself went to Versailles to help draft the peace treaty. Although he 

was cheered by crowds in the Allied capitals, at home his international outlook was less popular. His 

idea of a League of Nations was included in the Treaty of Versailles, but the U.S. Senate did not ratify 

the treaty as they didn't want to be involved in new European quarrels, and the United States did not 

participate in the league. Without the support of the USA, hopes for the League of Nations began to 

fade. World War I changed people's thinking about women's suffrage (the right to vote). President 

Wilson finally supported the 19 Amendment to the Constitution which gave women the right to vote. 

At the same time, Americans were becoming hostile to foreigners. In 1919 a series of terrorist 

bombings produced the "Red Scare." Political meetings were raided and several hundred foreign-born 

political radicals were deported, even though most of them were innocent of any crime. Congress 

enacted immigration limits in 1921 and tightened them further in 1924 and 1929. These restrictions 

favored immigrants from Anglo-Saxon and Nordic countries.  

The “Roaring” 1920s in the USA 

The 1920s were an extraordinary and confusing time, when hedonism coexisted with 

puritanical conservatism. It was the age of Prohibition. In 1920 a constitutional amendment outlawed 

the sale of alcoholic beverages. Yet drinkers cheerfully evaded the law in thousands of "speakeasies" 

(illegal bars), and gangsters made illicit fortunes in liquor. It was also the Roaring Twenties, the age of 

jazz, new dances (Charleston) and spectacular silent movies (with Charlie Chaplin, Rudolph Valentino 

and Gloria Swanson). By the end of the 1920s the first sound films or "talkies" were made and they 

became a great hit. Also listening to the radio became a favourite family entertainment. That time was 

a time for heroes, especially in sports. One of the greatest heroes of the time was an aeroplane pilot 

Charles A. Lindbergh, who flew his small plane from New York to Paris in 1927. He was the first 

person in history to fly across the Atlantic Ocean alone. Some people called this time the time of the 

wonderful nonsense, when many Americans had fun. The Ku Klux Klan, a racist organization born in 

the South after the Civil War, attracted new followers and terrorized blacks, Catholics, Jews, and 

immigrants. At the same time, a Catholic, New York Governor Alfred E. Smith, was a Democratic 

candidate for president. One of the most admired men of the decade was Henry Ford, who had 

introduced the assembly line into automobile factories. Ford could pay high wages and still earn 

enormous profits by mass-producing the Model T, a car that millions of buyers could afford 

.  
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The Great Depression in the USA 

For big business, the 1920s were golden years. The United States was now a consumer society, 

with booming markets for radios, home appliances, synthetic textiles, and plastics. Many people in 

those years made money by buying shares in different companies. People were making more money 

than ever before. Advertising became important to business. A lot of people bought durable goods on 

the installment plan which made it possible for people to "own" things before they really owned them. 

But in 1929 American business ran into trouble -the stock market crashed, the value of stocks fell so 

low that stocks were no longer worth the money people had paid for them. Banks and companies went 

out of business. Industries cut down production, jobs were hard to find, wages lowered considerably, 

unemployment rates were very high - millions of Americans were out of work. Farm families lost their 

lands. People stood in line to get handouts of bread and soup. The situation was so bad and lasted so 

long that the 1930s are called the Great Depression. In 1932 Franklin Delano Roosevelt was elected 

President. He promised Americans a New Deal - new plans to end the Depression. He brought new 

people into the government - the best minds he could find. These people were called "the Brain Trust" 

(Мозговой трест). Within three months — the historic "Hundred Days" — Roosevelt had rushed 

through Congress a great number of laws to help the economy recover. Such new agencies as the 

Civilian Conservation Corps and the Works Progress Administration created millions of jobs by 

undertaking the construction of roads, bridges, airports, parks, and public buildings. Later the Social 

Security Act set up contributory old-age and survivors' pensions. The New Deal also helped business 

people, farmers, actors and musicians, artists and writers. Roosevelt's New Deal programs did not end 

the Depression, although the economy improved. And it changed the Way Americans thought of their 

government. For the first time, the government took responsibility for helping people in need. So 

Roosevelt easily won election to a second term as President and 4 years later, in 1940, he was elected 

to a 3rd term, which broke the old tradition that limited a President to two terms in office. So he was 

President when World War II broke out.  

The USA in WW II 

Again neutrality was the initial American response to the outbreak of war in Europe in 1939. 

Then in 1940 after meeting Winston Churchill, the Prime Minister of Great Britain, Roosevelt decided 

to help Britain by sending arms, ships and supplies. So the USA didn't fight, but gave more and more 

support to the Allies. But the bombing of Pearl Harbor naval base in Hawaii (where a lot of battleships 

and airplanes were destroyed and many people were killed; this was the largest single-day loss in US 

Navy history) by the Japanese in December 1941 brought the United States into the war, first against 

Japan and then against its allies, Germany and Italy. The fighting went on in North Africa, Europe, 

China, Southeast Asia and on islands in the Pacific Ocean. The American fighting forces used 

airplanes to bomb enemy bases. Boats landed troops and tanks on Pacific islands held by the Japanese. 

Although Roosevelt and Churchill decided that the main theatre of the war should be Europe, the 

American Navy obtained several victories against the Japanese in 1942 and gradually reconquered one 

after another in the Pacific. American, British, and Soviet war planners agreed to concentrate on 

defeating Germany first. British and American forces landed in North Africa in November 1942, 

proceeded to Sicily and the Italian mainland in 1943, and liberated Rome on June 4, 1944. Two days 

later — D-D ay — Allied forces, under the command of the American general Dwight D. Eisenhower, 

landed in Normandy. Paris was liberated on August 24, and by September American units had crossed 

the German border. The Germans finally surrendered on May 5, 1945. But Japan continued to fight. 

The shock for Americans was the death of their President in April 1945 (He was 63 years old and 

hadn't been in very good health, but in November 1944 he had been elected to a 4th term as President, 

serving longer than anyone else in US history). When Roosevelt died, Vice-President Harry S. Truman 
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became President. The war against Japan came to a swift end in August of 1945, when President Harry 

Truman ordered the use of atomic bombs against the cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Nearly 

200,000 civilians were killed. Although the matter can still provoke heated discussion, the argument in 

favor of dropping the bombs was that casualties on both sides would have been greater if the Allies 

had been forced to invade Japan. While the USA had lost almost 300.000 members of its armed 

services in World War II, there had been no fighting or bombing in North America. So the United 

States was in much better shape than other countries.  

 

The USA after WW II (1945-1965) 

Due to Marshall's plan for rebuilding Europe (Marshall was American Secretary of State) and 5 

billion dollars from the USA to European countries, in 10 years most of Europe was growing strong 

again. A new international congress, the United Nations, came into being after the war, and this time 

the United States joined as well as all the other countries. Soon tensions developed between the United 

States and its wartime ally the Soviet Union. After the war, new types of weapons and new forms of 

using them were invented, and both the USA and the USSR built up a tremendous supply of powerful 

armaments. This contest became known as the arms race (гонка вооружений). Although Soviet leader 

Joseph Stalin had promised to support free elections in all the liberated nations of Europe, Soviet 

forces imposed Communist dictatorships in eastern Europe. Germany became a divided country, with 

a western zone under joint British, French, and American occupation and an eastern zone under Soviet 

occupation. In the spring of 1948 the Soviets sealed off West Berlin in an attempt to starve the isolated 

city into submission. The western powers responded with a massive airlift of food and fuel until the 

Soviets lifted the blockade in May 1949. A month earlier the United States had allied with Belgium, 

Canada, Denmark, France, Iceland, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, and the 

United Kingdom to form the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). This persistent hostility 

between the Western and Communist nations defined the life of the post-war world. This period was 

known as the Cold War. This war was fought without weapons, but with words, ideas, and economic 

and military aid. The cold war landmark was the policy of the iron curtain (the USSR control over the 

countries of the Warsaw Treaty). On June 25, 1950, armed with Soviet weapons and acting with 

Stalin's approval, North Korea's army (after World War II it was under Communist government) 

invaded South Korea (it had anti-communist government). Truman immediately secured a 

commitment from the United Nations to defend South Korea. The war lasted three years, and the final 

settlement left Korea divided (i.e. the UN forces forced the North Koreans back across the border). 

Soviet control of eastern Europe, the Korean War, and the Soviet development of atomic and hydrogen 

bombs instilled fear in Americans. Some believed that the nation's new vulnerability was the work of 

traitors from within. Republican Senator Joseph McCarthy asserted in the early 1950s that the State 

Department and the U.S. Army were riddled with Communists. McCarthy was eventually discredited. 

In the meantime, however, careers had been destroyed, and the American people had all but lost sight 

of a cardinal American virtue: toleration of political dissent. From 1945 until 1970 the United States 

enjoyed a long period of economic growth, interrupted only by mild and brief recessions. For the first 

time a majority of Americans enjoyed a comfortable standard of living. In 1960, 55 percent of all 

households owned washing machines, 77 percent owned cars, 90 percent had television sets, and 

nearly all had refrigerators. At the same time, the nation was moving slowly to establish racial justice. 

In 1960 John F. Kennedy was elected president. Young, energetic, and handsome, he promised to "get 

the country moving again" after the eight-year presidency of Dwight D. Eisenhower. In October 1962 

Kennedy was faced with what turned out to be the most drastic crisis of the Cold War. The Soviet 

Union had been caught installing nuclear missiles in Cuba (that was under the communist Fidel 
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Castro), close enough to reach American cities in a matter of minutes. Kennedy imposed a naval 

blockade on the island. Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushschev ultimately agreed to remove the missiles, 

in return for an American promise not to invade Cuba. In April 1961 the Soviets capped a series of 

triumphs in space by sending the first man into orbit around the Earth. President Kennedy responded 

with a promise that Americans would walk on the moon before the decade was over. This promise was 

fulfilled in July of 1969, when astronaut Neil Armstrong stepped out of the Apollo 11 spacecraft and 

onto the moon's surface. Kennedy did not live to see this culmination. He had been assassinated in 

1963. He was not a universally popular president, but his death was a terrible shock to the American 

people. His successor, Lyndon B. Johnson, managed to push through Congress a number of new laws 

establishing social programs. Johnson's "War on Poverty" included preschool education for poor 

children, vocational training for dropouts from school, and community service for slum youths. Many 

Americans - black and white - protested against segregation. A very active part in the protest was 

played by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. In August 1963,250.000 Americans marched in Washington, 

D.C. They demanded equal rights or black Americans. As a result, Congress passed the Civil Rights 

Act of 1964 and other laws that guarantee equal rights to blacks. Also in 1964 Dr. King wan the Nobel 

Peace Prize for his civil rights work (he was killed in 1968). 

The Vietnam War 

President Johnson, during his six years in office, became preoccupied with the Vietnam War, 

which started in 1964. By 1968, 500,000 American troops were fighting in that small country, 

previously little known to most of them. Although politicians tended to view the war as part of a 

necessary effort to check communism on all fronts, a growing number of Americans saw no vital 

American interest in what happened to Vietnam. Demonstrations protesting American involvement 

broke out on college campuses, and there were violent clashes between students and police. Antiwar 

sentiment spilled over into a wide range of protests against injustice and discrimination. Stung by his 

increasing unpopularity, Johnson decided not to run for a second full term. Richard Nixon was elected 

president in 1968. He pursued a policy of Vietnamization, gradually replacing American soldiers with 

Vietnamese. In 1973 he signed a peace treaty with North Vietnam and brought American soldiers 

home. By 1975 South Vietnam had surrendered to North Vietnam. Nixon achieved two other 

diplomatic breakthroughs: re-establishing U.S. relations with the People's Republic of China and 

negotiating the first Strategic Arms Limitation Treaty with the Soviet Union. In 1972 he easily won re-

election. During that presidential campaign, however, five men had been arrested for breaking into 

Democratic Party headquarters at the Watergate office building in Washington, D.C. Journalists 

investigating the incident discovered that the burglars had been employed by Nixon's re-election 

committee. The White House made matters worse by trying to conceal its connection with the break-

in. Eventually, tape recordings made by the president himself revealed that he had been involved in the 

cover-up. By the summer of 1974, it was clear that Congress was about to impeach and convict him. 

On August 9, Richard Nixon became the only U.S. president to resign from office.  

The USA after the Vietnam War up to nowadays 

After World War II the presidency had alternated between Democrats and Republicans, but, for 

the most part, Democrats had held majorities in the Congress — in both the House of Representatives 

and the Senate. A string of 26 consecutive years of Democratic control was broken in 1980, when the 

Republicans gained a majority in the Senate; at the same time, Republican Ronald Reagan was elected 

president. Whatever their attitudes toward Reagan's policies, most Americans credited him with a 

capacity for instilling pride in their country and a sense of optimism about the future. If there was a 

central theme to his domestic policies, it was that the federal government had become too big and 
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federal taxes too high. Despite a growing federal budget deficit, in 1983 the U.S. economy entered into 

one of the longest periods of sustained growth since World War II. The most serious issue of the day 

was the revelation that the United States had secretly sold arms to Iran in an attempt to win freedom 

for American hostages held in Lebanon and to finance antigovernment forces in Nicaragua at a time 

when Congress had prohibited such aid. Despite these revelations, Reagan continued to enjoy strong 

popularity throughout his second term in office. His successor in 1988, Republican George Bush, 

benefited from Reagan's popularity and continued many of his policies. When Iraq invaded oil-rich 

Kuwait in 1990, Bush put together a multinational coalition that liberated Kuwait early in 1991. By 

1992, however, the American electorate had become restless again. Voters elected Bill Clinton, a 

Democrat, President and reelected him in 1996. During the 1990s, several perennial debates broke out 

anew — between advocates of a strong federal government and believers in decentralization of power, 

between advocates of prayer in public schools and defenders of separation of church and state. 

Republican George W. Bush, the son of former President Bush, was elected president in 2000. Bush 

entered office with a strong economy and a country at peace, a calm that was shattered on September 

11, 2001. In a coordinated attack, terrorists hijacked four American airliners and crashed them into the 

Twin Towers of the World Trade Center in New York City, the Pentagon near Washington, D.C, and a 

rural field in Pennsylvania. Almost 3,000 people were killed. The American people were stunned by 

the violent attack but rallied behind the president to bring the perpetrators to justice, to rid the world of 

terrorism, and to seek peace and freedom for all peoples. "Our nation's cause has always been larger 

than our nation's defense," President Bush said. "We fight, as we always fight, for a just peace - peace 

that favors human liberty. We will defend the peace against threats from terrorists and tyrants. We will 

preserve the peace by building good relations among the great powers. And we will extend the peace 

by encouraging free and open societies on every continent." 

Religion in the USA 

Early in their history, Americans rejected the concept of the established or government-favored 

religion that had dominated -- and divided -- so many European countries. Separation of church and 

state was ordained by the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. The First Amendment sounds 

straightforward, but at times it is difficult even for American constitutional scholars to draw a distinct 

line between government and religion in the United States. Students in public schools may not pray 

publicly as part of the school day, yet sessions of the U.S. Congress regularly begin with a prayer by a 

minister. Cities may not display a Christmas créche (ясли) on public property, but the slogan "In God 

We Trust" appears on U.S. currency, and money given to religious institutions can be deducted from 

one's income for tax purposes. Students who attend church-affiliated colleges may receive federal 

loans like other students, but their younger siblings may not receive federal monies specifically to 

attend religious elementary or secondary schools. The First Amendment itself tells Congress neither to 

establish nor to interfere with religion. Trying to steer a clear course between those two dictates is one 

of the most delicate exercises required of American public officials. One of the first permanent 

settlements in what became the North American colonies was founded by English Puritans, Calvinists 

who had been outsiders in their homeland, where the Church of England was established. The Puritans 

settled in Massachusetts, where they grew and prospered. They considered their success to be a sign 

that God was pleased with them, and they assumed that those who disagreed with their religious ideas 

should not be tolerated. When the colony's leaders forced out one of their members, Roger Williams, 

for disagreeing with the clergy, Williams responded by founding a separate colony, which became the 

state of Rhode Island, where everyone enjoyed religious freedom. Two other states originated as 

havens for people being persecuted for their religious beliefs: Maryland as a refuge for Catholics and 

Pennsylvania for the Society of Friends (Quakers), a Protestant group whose members espouse plain 

living and pacifism. Even after the adoption of the Constitution in 1787 and the Bill of Rights (which 
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includes the First Amendment) in 1791, Protestantism continued to enjoy a favored status in some 

states. Massachusetts, for example, did not cut its last ties between church and state until 1833. (As 

written, the First Amendment applies only to the federal government, not to the states. The Fourteenth 

Amendment, ratified in 1868, forbids states to "deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without 

due process of law." This clause has been interpreted to mean that the states must protect the rights -- 

including freedom of religion -- that are guaranteed by the Bill of Rights.) In the 20th century, the 

relationship between church and state reached a new stage of conflict -- that between civic duty and 

individual conscience. Since the 1950s the Supreme Court has carved out other exceptions to laws on 

behalf of certain religious groups. There remains, however, a distinction between matters of private 

conscience and actions that adversely affect other people. Thus, members of the Church of Jesus Christ 

of Latter-Day Saints (Mormons) were jailed in the 19th century for practicing polygamy (subsequently 

the Mormon Church withdrew its sanction of polygamy). More recently, parents have been convicted 

of criminal negligence for refusing to obtain medical help for their ailing children, who went on to die, 

even though the parents' religious beliefs dictated that they refuse treatment because faith would 

provide a cure. By the 1950s a three-faith model had taken root: Americans were described as coming 

in three basic varieties -- Protestant, Catholic, and Jew. The order reflects the numerical strength of 

each group: In the 1990 census, Protestants of all denominations numbered 140 million; Catholics, 62 

million; and Jews, 5 million. Today the three-faith formula is obsolete. The Islamic faith also has 5 

million U.S. adherents, many of whom are African-American converts. It is estimated that the number 

of mosques in the United States -- today, about 1,200 -- has doubled in the last 15 years. Buddhism and 

Hinduism are growing with the arrival of immigrants from countries where these are the majority 

religions. America has also been a fertile ground for new religions. The Mormon and Christian Science 

Churches are perhaps the best-known of the faiths that have sprung up on American soil. Because of 

its tradition of noninterference in religious matters, the United States has also provided a comfortable 

home for many small sects from overseas. The Amish, for example, descendants of German 

immigrants who reside mostly in Pennsylvania and neighboring states, have lived simple lives, 

wearing plain clothes and shunning modern technology, for generations. Some small groups are 

considered to be religious cults because they profess extremist beliefs and tend to glorify a founding 

figure. As long as cults and their members abide by the law, they are generally left alone. Religious 

prejudice is rare in America, and interfaith meetings and cooperation are commonplace. While some 

groups openly demonstrate their religious convictions, for most Americans religion is a personal 

matter not usually discussed in everyday conversation. The vast majority practice their faith quietly in 

whatever manner they choose -- as members of one of the traditional religious denominations, as 

participants in nondenominational congregations, or as individuals who join no organized group. 

However Americans choose to exercise their faith, they are a spiritual people. Nine out of ten 

Americans express some religious preference, and approximately 70 percent are members of religious 

congregations.  

American Arts 

The development of the arts in America -- music, dance, architecture, the visual arts, and 

literature -- has been marked by a tension between two strong sources of inspiration: European 

sophistication and domestic originality. Frequently, the best American artists have managed to harness 

both sources.  

 MUSIC 

 Until the 20th century, "serious" music in America was shaped by European standards and 

idioms. In the last decades of the 20th century, there has been a trend back toward music that pleases 
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both composer and listener, a development that may be related to the uneasy status of the symphony 

orchestra in America. Unlike Europe, where it is common for governments to underwrite their 

orchestras and opera companies, the arts in America get relatively little public support. To survive, 

symphony orchestras depend largely on philanthropy and paid admissions. Some orchestra directors 

have found a way to keep mainstream audiences happy while introducing new music to the public: 

Rather than segregate the new pieces, these directors program them side-by-side with traditional fare. 

Meanwhile, opera, old and new, has been flourishing. Because it is so expensive to stage, however, 

opera depends heavily on the generosity of corporate and private donors.  

 DANCE 

 Closely related to the development of American music in the early 20th century was the 

emergence of a new, and distinctively American, art form -- modern dance. Among the early 

innovators was Isadora Duncan (1878-1927), who stressed pure, unstructured movement. Later 

choreographers searched for new methods of expression. They introduced improvisation and random 

movement into performances. They started to believe that graceful, exciting movement is not restricted 

by age or body type. In the early 20th century U.S. audiences also were introduced to classical ballet 

by touring companies of European dancers. The first American ballet troupes were founded in the 

1930s, when dancers and choreographers teamed up with visionary lovers of ballet. Since then, the 

American ballet scene has been a mix of classic revivals and original works.  

 ARCHITECTURE  

America's unmistakable contribution to architecture has been the skyscraper, whose bold, 

thrusting lines have made it the symbol of capitalist energy. Made possible by new construction 

techniques and the invention of the elevator, the first skyscraper went up in Chicago in 1884. Many of 

the most graceful early towers were designed by Louis Sullivan (1856-1924), America's first great 

modern architect. His most talented student was Frank Lloyd Wright (1869-1959), who spent much of 

his career designing private residences with matching furniture and generous use of open space. One of 

his best-known buildings, however, is a public one: the Guggenheim Museum in New York City. 

European architects who emigrated to the United States before World War II launched what became a 

dominant movement in architecture, the International Style. 

 THE VISUAL ARTS  

America's first well-known school of painting -- the Hudson River school -- appeared in 1820. 

As with music and literature, this development was delayed until artists perceived that the New World 

offered subjects unique to itself. The Hudson River painters' directness and simplicity of vision 

influenced later artists. Controversy soon became a way of life for American artists. In fact, much of 

American painting and sculpture since 1900 has been a series of revolts against tradition. Soon 

modernism arrived from Europe – cubism and abstract painting. In the years after World War II, a 

group of young New York artists formed the first native American movement to exert major influence 

on foreign artists: abstract expressionism. The abstract expressionists abandoned formal composition 

and representation of real objects to concentrate on instinctual arrangements of space and color and to 

demonstrate the effects of the physical action of painting on the canvas. Members of the next artistic 

generation favored a different form of abstraction: works of mixed media. They used photos, 

newsprint, and discarded objects in their compositions. Pop artists reproduced, with satiric care, 

everyday objects and images of American popular culture -- Coca-Cola bottles, soup cans, comic 

strips. Today artists in America tend not to restrict themselves to schools, styles, or a single medium. A 
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work of art might be a performance on stage or a hand-written manifesto. Perhaps the most influential 

20th-century American contribution to world art has been a mocking playfulness, a sense that a central 

purpose of a new work is to join the ongoing debate over the definition of art itself.  

 LITERATURE 

 Much early American writing is derivative: European forms and styles transferred to new 

locales. Perhaps the first American writer to produce boldly new fiction and poetry was Edgar Allan 

Poe (1809-1849). In 1835, Poe began writing short stories and explored previously hidden levels of 

human psychology and pushed the boundaries of fiction toward mystery and fantasy. The young 

Nathaniel Hawthorne (1804-1864) went on to write full-length "romances," quasi-allegorical novels 

that explore such themes as guilt, pride, and emotional repression in his native New England. His 

friend Herman Melville (1819-1891) went on to write novels rich in philosophical speculation. In 

Moby-Dick, an adventurous voyage becomes the vehicle for examining such themes as obsession, the 

nature of evil, and human struggle against the elements. Some authors started to write about 

individualism in the American character. Mark Twain (the pen name of Samuel Clemens, 1835-1910) 

was the first major American writer to be born away from the East Coast -- in the border state of 

Missouri. His regional masterpieces were the memoir Life on the Mississippi and the novel 

Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. Twain's style -- influenced by journalism, wedded to the vernacular, 

direct and unadorned but also highly evocative and irreverently funny -- changed the way Americans 

write their language. His characters speak like real people and sound distinctively American, using 

local dialects, newly invented words, and regional accents. At the beginning of the 20th century, 

American novelists were expanding fiction's social spectrum to encompass both high and low life. 

Experimentation in style and form soon joined the new freedom in subject matter. In 1909, Gertrude 

Stein (1874-1946), by then an expatriate in Paris, published Three Lives, an innovative work of fiction 

influenced by her familiarity with cubism, jazz, and other movements in contemporary art and music. 

American writers also expressed the disillusionment following upon the war. The stories and novels of 

F. Scott Fitzgerald (1896-1940) capture the restless, pleasure-hungry, defiant mood of the 1920s. 

Fitzgerald's characteristic theme, expressed poignantly in The Great Gatsby, is the tendency of youth's 

golden dreams to dissolve in failure and disappointment. Ernest Hemingway (1899-1961) saw violence 

and death first-hand as an ambulance driver in World War I, and the senseless carnage persuaded him 

that abstract language was mostly empty and misleading. He cut out unnecessary words from his 

writing, simplified the sentence structure, and concentrated on concrete objects and actions. He 

adhered to a moral code that emphasized courage under pressure, and his protagonists were strong, 

silent men who often dealt awkwardly with women. The Sun Also Rises and A Farewell to Arms are 

generally considered his best novels; he won the Nobel Prize for literature in 1954. In addition to 

fiction, the 1920s were a rich period for drama. There had not been an important American dramatist 

until Eugene O'Neill (1888-1953) began to write his plays. Winner of the Nobel Prize for literature in 

1936, O'Neill drew upon classical mythology, the Bible, and the new science of psychology to explore 

inner life. He wrote frankly about sex and family quarrels, but his preoccupation was with the 

individual's search for identity. One of his greatest works is Long Day's Journey Into Night, a 

harrowing drama, small in scale but large in theme, based largely on his own family. William Faulkner 

(1897-1962) recorded his characters' seemingly unedited ramblings in order to represent their inner 

states -- a technique called "stream of consciousness." (In fact, these passages are carefully crafted, and 

their seeming randomness is an illusion.) He also jumbled time sequences to show how the past -- 

especially the slave-holding era of the South -- endures in the present. Among his great works are The 

Sound and the Fury and Go Down, Moses.The 1920s had seen the rise of an artistic black community 

in the New York City neighborhood of Harlem, the period called the Harlem Renaissance. After World 

War II, a new receptivity to diverse voices brought black writers into the mainstream of American 
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literature. In the 1950s the West Coast spawned a literary movement, the poetry and fiction of the 

"Beat Generation," a name that referred simultaneously to the rhythm of jazz music, to a sense that 

post-war society was worn out, and to an interest in new forms of experience through drugs, alcohol, 

and Eastern mysticism. From Irving and Hawthorne to the present day, the short story has been a 

favorite American form. Although trend-spotting in literature that is still being written can be 

dangerous, the recent emergence of fiction by members of minority groups has been striking.  

Popular American Culture 

Mickey Mouse, Babe Ruth, screwball comedy, G.I. Joe, the blues, "The Simpsons," Michael 

Jackson, the Dallas Cowboys, Gone With the Wind, the Dream Team, Indiana Jones, Catch-22 -- these 

names, genres, and phrases from American sports and entertainment have joined more tangible 

American products in traveling the globe. For better or worse, many nations now have two cultures: 

their indigenous one and one consisting of the sports, movies, television programs, and music whose 

energy and broad-based appeal are identifiably American. 

 BASEBALL  

The sport that evokes more nostalgia among Americans than any other is baseball. So many 

people play the game as children (or play its close relative, softball) that it has become known as "the 

national pastime." It is also a democratic game. Unlike football and basketball, baseball can be played 

well by people of average height and weight. Baseball originated before the American Civil War 

(1861-1865). In 1871 the first professional baseball league was born. By the beginning of the 20th 

century, most large cities in the eastern United States had a professional baseball team. The teams were 

divided into two leagues, the National and American; during the regular season, a team played only 

against other teams within its league. The most victorious team in each league was said to have won 

the "pennant;" the two pennant winners met after the end of the regular season in the World Series. 

The winner of at least four games (out of a possible seven) was the champion for that year. This 

arrangement still holds today with some slight variations. Baseball came of age in the 1920s, when 

Babe Ruth (1895-1948) led the New York Yankees to several World Series titles and became a 

national hero. Starting in the 1950s, baseball expanded its geographical range. Western cities got 

teams, either by luring them to move from eastern cities or by forming so-called expansion teams with 

players made available by established teams. Until the 1970s, because of strict contracts, the owners of 

baseball teams also virtually owned the players; since then, the rules have changed so that players are 

free, within certain limits, to sell their services to any team. The results have been bidding wars and 

stars who are paid millions of dollars a year. Disputes between the players' union and the owners have 

at times halted baseball for months at a time. If baseball is both a sport and a business, late in the 20th 

century many disgruntled fans view the business side as the dominant one. Baseball became popular in 

Japan after American soldiers introduced it during the occupation following World War II. Baseball is 

also widely played in Cuba and other Caribbean nations. In the 1996 Olympics, it was a measure of 

baseball's appeal outside the United States that the contest for the gold medal came down to Japan and 

Cuba (Cuba won). 

 BASKETBALL 

 Another American game that has traveled well is basketball, now played by more than 250 

million people worldwide in an organized fashion. Basketball originated in 1891 when a future 

Presbyterian minister named James Naismith (1861-1939) was assigned to teach a physical education 

class at a Young Men's Christian Association (YMCA) training school in Springfield, Massachusetts. 
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The class had been noted for being disorderly, and Naismith was told to invent a new game to keep the 

young men occupied. Since it was winter and very cold outside, a game that could be played indoors 

was desirable. Naismith thought back to his boyhood in Canada, where he and his friends had played 

"duck on a rock." Naismith drew up the rules for the new game in "about an hour." Most of them still 

apply in some form today. Basketball caught on because graduates of the YMCA school traveled 

widely, because Naismith disseminated the rules freely, and because there was a need for a simple 

game that could be played indoors during winter. The first professional basketball league was formed 

in 1898. Many teams in the National Basketball Association now have foreign players, who return 

home to represent their native countries during the Olympic Games. The so-called Dream Team, made 

up of the top American professional basketball players, has represented the United States in recent 

Olympic Games.  

 THE MOVIES 

 In the early 1900s, when the medium was new, many immigrants, particularly Jews, found 

employment in the U.S. film industry. Kept out of other occupations by racial prejudice, they were 

able to make their mark in a brand-new business: the exhibition of short films in storefront theaters 

called nickelodeons, after their admission price of a nickel (five cents). Within a few years, ambitious 

men like Samuel Goldwyn, Louis B. Mayer, and the Warner Brothers -- Harry, Albert, Samuel, and 

Jack -- had switched to the production side of the business. Soon they were the heads of a new kind of 

enterprise: the movie studio. The major studios were located in the Hollywood section of Los Angeles, 

California. Before World War I, movies were made in several U.S. cities, but filmmakers gravitated to 

southern California as the industry developed. They were attracted by the mild climate, which made it 

possible to film movies outdoors year-round, and by the varied scenery that was available. Other 

moviemakers arrived from Europe after World War I: directors like Ernst Lubitsch, Alfred Hitchcock, 

Fritz Lang, and Jean Renoir; actors like Rudolph Valentino, Marlene Dietrich, Greta Garbo, Ronald 

Colman, and Charles Boyer. They joined a homegrown supply of actors -- lured west from the New 

York City stage after the introduction of sound films -- to form one of the 20th century's most 

remarkable growth industries. At motion pictures' height of popularity in the mid-1940s, the studios 

were cranking out a total of about 400 movies a year, seen by an audience of 90 million Americans per 

week. During the so-called Golden Age of Hollywood, the 1930s and 1940s, movies issued from the 

Hollywood studios rather like the cars rolling off Henry Ford's assembly lines. No two movies were 

exactly the same, but most followed a formula: Western, slapstick comedy, film noir, musical, 

animated cartoon, biopic (biographical picture), etc. Yet each movie was a little different, and, unlike 

the craftsmen who made cars, many of the people who made movies were artists. Moviemaking was 

still a business, however, and motion picture companies made money by operating under the so-called 

studio system. The major studios kept thousands of people on salary -- actors, producers, directors, 

writers, craftspersons, and technicians. And they owned hundreds of theaters in cities and towns across 

the nation -- theaters that showed their films and that were always in need of fresh material. But not 

every movie had to be a big hit. The studio system succumbed to two forces in the late 1940s: (1) a 

federal antitrust action that separated the production of films from their exhibition; and (2) the advent 

of television. The number of movies being made dropped sharply, even as the average budget soared, 

because Hollywood wanted to offer audiences the kind of spectacle they couldn't see on television. 

This blockbuster syndrome has continued to affect Hollywood. Added to the skyrocketing salaries paid 

actors, studio heads, and deal-making agents, it means that movies released today tend to be either 

huge successes or huge failures, depending on how well their enormous costs match up with the public 

taste. The studios still exist, often in partnership with other media companies, but many of the most 

interesting American movies are now independent productions. The films of Woody Allen (1935- ), 

for example, fall into this category. Critics rate them highly and most of them make a profit, but since 
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good actors are willing to work with Allen for relatively little money, the films are inexpensive to 

make. Thus, if one happens to fail at the box office, the loss is not crushing. In contrast, a movie 

featuring Tom Cruise or Arnold Schwarzenegger typically begins with a cost of $10 million or more 

just for the star's salary. With multiples of a sum like that at stake, Hollywood studio executives tend 

to play it safe. 

 POPULAR MUSIC 

 The first major composer of popular music with a uniquely American style was Stephen Foster 

(1826-1864). He established a pattern that has shaped American music ever since -- combining 

elements of the European musical tradition with African-American rhythms and themes. Of Irish 

ancestry, Foster grew up in the South, where he heard slave music and saw minstrel shows, which 

featured white performers in black make-up performing African-American songs and dances. Late in 

the 19th century, music publishing became a big business in the United States. Vaudeville and the 

European genre of operetta spawned the Broadway musical, which integrates songs and dancing into a 

continuous story with spoken dialogue.  

 JAZZ  

W.C. Handy's "St. Louis Blues" is one of the most frequently recorded songs written in the 

20th century. Of all those recordings, one stands out: Bessie Smith's 1925 version, with Louis 

Armstrong (1900-1971) accompanying her on the cornet -- a collaboration of three great figures 

(composer, singer, instrumentalist) in a new kind of music called jazz. Though the meaning of "jazz" is 

obscure, originally the term almost certainly had to do with sex. The music, which originated in New 

Orleans early in the 20th century, brought together elements from ragtime, slave songs, and brass 

bands. One of the distinguishing elements of jazz was its fluidity: in live performances, the musicians 

would almost never play a song the same way twice but would improvise variations on its notes and 

words. Blessed with composers and performers of genius, jazz was the reigning popular American 

music from the 1920s through the 1940s. In the 1930s and 1940s the most popular form of jazz was 

"big-band swing," so called after large ensembles. In the late 1940s a new, more cerebral form of 

mostly instrumental jazz, called be-bop, began to attract people. 

 ROCK AND ROLL AND COUNTRY 

 By the early 1950s, however, jazz had lost some of its appeal to a mass audience. A new form 

of pop music, rock and roll, evolved from a black style known as rhythm and blues. Though written by 

and for blacks, rhythm and blues also appealed to white teenagers, for whom listening to it over black-

oriented radio stations late at night became a secret pleasure. To make the new music more acceptable 

to a mainstream audience, white performers and arrangers began to "cover" rhythm and blues songs. 

Shrewd record producers of the time realized that a magnetic white man who could sing with the 

energy of a black man would have enormous appeal. Just such a figure appeared in the person of Elvis 

Presley (1935-1977), who had grown up poor in the South. Besides an emotional singing voice, 

Presley had sultry good looks and a way of shaking his hips that struck adults as obscene but teenagers 

as natural to rock and roll. At first, Presley too, covered black singers. Soon, however, Presley was 

singing original material, supplied by a new breed of rock-and-roll songwriters. A few years after its 

debut, rock and roll was well on its way to becoming the American form of pop music, especially 

among the young. It spread quickly to Great Britain, where the Beatles and the Rolling Stones got their 

starts in the early 1960s. In the meantime, however, a challenge to rock had appeared in the form of 

folk music, based largely on ballads brought over from Scotland, England, and Ireland and preserved 
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in such enclaves as the mountains of North Carolina and West Virginia. Bob Dylan (1941- ) extended 

the reach of folk music by writing striking new songs that addressed contemporary social problems, 

especially the denial of civil rights to black Americans. Rock remains the prevalent pop music of 

America -- and much of the rest of the world -- largely because it can assimilate almost any other kind 

of music. Whenever rock shows signs of creative exhaustion, it seems to get a transfusion, often from 

African Americans, as happened in the 1980s with the rise of rap: rhyming, often rude lyrics set to 

minimalist tunes. Like folk, country music descends from the songs brought to the United States from 

England, Scotland, and Ireland. The original form of country music, called "old-time" and played by 

string bands (typically made up of fiddle, banjo, guitar, and base fiddle), can still be heard at festivals 

held each year in Virginia, North Carolina, and other southern states. Modern country music -- original 

songs about contemporary concerns -- developed in the 1920s, roughly coinciding with a mass 

migration of rural people to big cities in search of work. Country music tends to have a melancholy 

sound, and many classic songs are about loss or separation -- lost homes, parents left behind, lost 

loves. Overall, country is second only to rock in popularity. 

 MUSIC TODAY  

Due to its diversity, popular music in the United States today challenges simple description. 

The history of popular music in the 1970s and '80s is basically that of rock music which has grown to 

include hundreds of musical styles. New styles such as folk, salsa, new wave, funk, reggae, heavy 

metal, acid rock, punk rock, rap, hip hop, acid jazz and world music have developed. Country rock, a 

fusion of country and western and rock 'n' roll, grew popular in the 1970s. A blend of rhythm and blues 

and gospel music came to be known as soul. Disco, a repetitive dance music, and rap music are direct 

descendants. Rap developed in the mid-1970s among African-American and Hispanic performers in 

New York City. It generally consists of chanted, often improvised, street poetry usually accompanied 

by disco or funk music. The 1990s saw the birth of alternative music or grunge. Techno, a style of 

dance music that gained popularity in the 1990s, combines computer-generated, discolike rhythms 

with digital samples. In contemporary music, there is a strong crossover phenomenon. Cultural 

influences are much more readily available. The trend is not towards one big homogeneous style, but 

rather an interesting meeting of different influences in projects here and there. Whereas in the past 

jazz, blues and country all came out of the roots of black society and Appalachia, nowadays there are 

influences from farther away. Musicians have become much more globally aware of other kinds of 

music. A whole genre called "world music," a sort of mix of ethnic music adapted to modern western 

styles, has developed. It includes any ethnic music that isn't big enough to have its own category. Two 

genres, in particular, have exerted an extraordinary hold for the past two decades or so -- rap and its 

close cousin, hip-hop. Born of inner-city poverty rap replaces sung melodies with rhythmically 

punchy, mostly rhymed recitation set to an insistent beat. Hip-hop uses many of the same features, but 

it is a more dance-driven, rather than message-driven, phenomenon. Both styles have African-

American roots, but have been quickly embraced by white performers and can be encountered today 

just about everywhere and in just about any circumstance. 
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X. Материалы для семинаров и КСР 

Страноведение Великобритании 

The situation in GB after WW I 

After the war, the dominions signed the peace treaties for themselves and joined the newly 

formed League of Nations as independent states equal to Britain. At the end of the war there were 

signs that the huge empire was coming to an end. Public opinion was changing; the independence 

movement in colonies was rapidly growing. The situation in Palestine was very serious. The tension 

had grown there since 1917, Britain declared itself in favour of creating a national home there for the 

Jewish people. In 1920 the country came under British control. At that time many Jews settled in 

Palestine.  

    In domestic politics, the Liberal Party went into decline and was replaced by the rising 

Labout Party, which rapidly grew during the war. It had begun in the 19th century as part of the trade 

union movement, and was formally established in 1900. The trade unions themselves grew enormously 

in the 20th century. In 1918 all men aged 21 and some women over 30 were allowed to vote (8 million 

people). In the following year this number doubled. In 1924 the first Labour government was created. 

The Labour Party was not “socialist”. Its leaders were members of the middle class. Instead of a social 

revolution, they wanted to develop a kind of socialism that would fit the situation in Britain. The 

British working class was not interested in socialist ideas, people just wanted to improve their financial 

situation. The trade unions and the Labour Party didn’t want to bring down the existing form of 

government; they wanted to change things by accepted constitutional means, in Parliament. So, the 

effect on Britain of the 1917 Bolshevik Revolution in Russia wasn’t great. 

    The Republican Party was formed in Ireland and became very popular. It demanded a full 

independence of Ireland from Britain, not just self-government. In the 1918 elections to the British 

Parliament, the republicans won in almost every area of Ireland except Ulster. Instead of joining the 

British Parliament, they met together in Dublin and started their own parliament. They announced that 

Ireland was now a republic. After some years of fighting, in 1921, the British government agreed to the 

independence of southern Ireland. But it also insisted that Ulster should remain united with Britain. 

    The cost of the war caused a great increase of taxes. This led to increasing disagreement 

between workers and the government. There were serious strikes when the government had to use 

force to break these strikes. In 1926 this discontent of workers led to a general strike by all workers, 

which lasted for 9 days. The government widely used the police force, and the strike was suppressed.  

    In 1931 the Statute of Westminster granted equal status to the self-governing dominions, 

which were recognized as independent countries “within the British Empire, equal in status” to the 

United Kingdom. The rest of the British Empire consisted for the most part of colonies and other 

dependencies whose predominant indigenous populations had no such experience. 

    The world economy deteriorated in the 1930s. This was due to the effects of the World War I 

and a serious economic crisis known as the Depression which shook Europe and America in 1929. The 

Depression affected Britain most severely between 1930 and 1933. Businesses were ruined, there was 

huge unemployment.  
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    George V’s eldest son, Edward VIII, became a new king in 1936 and in the same year he renounced 

his kingship when difficulties arose over his intention to marry Mrs. Wallis Simpson, an American 

divorcee. This marriage would be unacceptable to a great majority of his subjects, and Edward 

preferred to abdicate. After his abdication he was mad Duke of Windsor, served during the war years 

as Governor of the Bahamas, and spent the rest of his life in retirement in Paris, where he died in 1972. 

The Duke of York, second son of George V, had never expected to succeed to the throne. In 1923 

George married Elizabeth Bowes-Lyon. Their daughter Elizabeth was born in 1926 and another 

daughter, Margaret, was born in 1930. George became King George VI in December 1936. He was the 

first member of the Royal Family to learn to fly and his sense of duty was invincible. King George VI 

and his wife Queen Elizabeth restored confidence in the monarchy and showed their love and care for 

their people 

 

The situation in GB after WW II (1945-1960) 

    During World War II the Prime Minister of Great Britain was Sir Winston Churchill, who 

represented the Conservative party and was a great and inspired leader to lead the nation, with Allies, 

to final victory. At the end of the war the victorious Allies created the United Nations Organization in 

order to protect peace and democracy in the world and prevent new wars. The idea was to settle local 

and global problems by discussion within the Organization. After the war there was a large National 

Debt, war damage needed to be repaired, and unemployment in Britain. In 1945-1951 Clement Attley 

became Prime Minister of the first majority Labour government, with the aim of rebuilding the 

economy and improving social conditions. After 1944 secondary modern schools were introduced, 

which provided a more technical education than grammar schools. In 1946-1948 there was the 

establishment of the Welfare State (государство, заботящееся о благосостоянии своих граждан), a 

system of social services organized and paid for by the government. At that time the National Health 

Service was set up to provide free medical care for all; the National Assurance Act was set up to give 

financial help to the poor and elderly. Winston Churchill was Conservative leader of the Opposition in 

Parliament in those years, and became again Prime Minister of the Conservative Government of 

Britain in 1951-1955. Britain became a country in which both main parties shared the idea that 

providing the basic human rights to the population was the matter of the first importance. The Labour 

Party wanted Britain’s major industries to be under public ownership. Between 1945 and 1951, 20% of 

British industries and services were nationalized, including water, gas, iron, coal, steel, electricity and 

the railways. The situation in the Middle East was difficult. Tension between native Arabs and Jewish 

immigrants in Palestine led to war in 1946. The British withdrew in 1948, and the Jewish state of Israel 

was created within Palestine. From the very start the United Nations Organization faced great 

difficulties. The idea of the 4 Allies (Soviet Union, United States, France and Britain) working 

together for the recovery of central Europe didn’t work. Europe became divided into two parts:  the 

eastern part under communist Soviet control, and the western part under the control of Britain, France 

and the USA. In 1948-49 the USSR tried to capture West Berlin and blocked all road and rail traffic to 

it, and it was only saved by constant supplies from the west brought by air. As a result of the struggle 

for West Berlin, two opposite alliances were formed: the North Atlantic Treaty Organization 

(Организация Северо-Атлантического договора) of the western nations (in 1949), and the Warsaw 

Pact (Варшавский договор) of the eastern bloc (in 1955). The hostility without open conflict that 

existed between these two powers is known as the Cold War. In the 1950s many British possessions 

became independent nations. 500 million people in former British colonies became completely self-

governing. Britain tried to keep international ties with its former colonies through a new organization 

called the British Commonwealth of Nations. All the former colonies were invited to join the 

Commonwealth as free and equal members. This system of co-operation has proved to be successful, 
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because it is based on the kind of relationship that allows all members to follow their own policies 

without interference. The Commonwealth has no central government and unites a fifth of the world’s 

land and population. The British Crown is a symbol of this association. The economy of Britain 

recovered steadily in the 1950s. This was partly due to the Marshall Plan (1948-1952), by which the 

USA gave financial help to western Europe. Working people now had a better standard of living than 

ever before. The revival of the economy in the 1950s led to a shortage of labour. The government 

encouraged people from Commonwealth countries, such as India and Pakistan (which became 

independent nations within the Commonwealth in 1947) to come to work in Britain. Being a member 

of the NATO, Britain helped the USA in the Korean War (1950-1953). In October 1952 the first 

British atomic weapons test, called Hurricane, was successfully conducted at the Monte Bello Islands 

of the northwest coast of Australia aboard the frigate. King George VI died in February 1952. The 

coronation of Queen Elizabeth, his eldest daughter, took place in Westminster Abbey in June 1952. 

The ceremony was broadcast on radio and television around the world. At her coronation, Her 

Majesty’s full titles were revealed as: Elizabeth the Second, by the Grace of God, of the United 

Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, and of her other Realms and Territories Queen, Head 

of the Commonwealth, Defender of the Faith. In April 1955 Prime Minister Churchill was forced to 

resign through illness (he died in January 1965) and was succeeded by Sir Anthony Eden, who 

represented the Conservative Party as well. Britain still considered itself to be a world power, but it 

was clear that its international position was weakening. It was most obvious in Egypt. Until 1956 

Britain had controlled the Suez Canal, but in that year Egypt decided to take it over. Britain, together 

with France and Israel, attacked Egypt. In October 1956 Britain and France bombed Cairo and 

captured Port Said. But the rest of the world, particularly the USA, disapproved of Britain’s action and 

forced Britain to remove its troops from Egypt. In January 1957 Eden resigned and was succeeded by 

Harold Macmillan (also a member of the Conservative Party).  

                     The situation in GB from the 1960s up to nowadays 

    The British economy prospered until the early 1960s, when unemployment and inflation 

began to rise. At that time there was a series of major strikes. In 1962 Parliament passed the 

Commonwealth Immigration Act to restrict the number of immigrants from the Caribbean and Indian 

subcontinent. The 1960s was the time of youth. The young began to influence fashion, particularly in 

clothes and music. The youthful pop culture of the sixties was best expressed by the Beatles. The 1964 

elections brought the Labour Party back to power under Harold Wilson. Britain was rejected 

membership in the European Community (an organization which was set up in 1957 to promote and 

regulate trade between its members). In 1969 riots in Ireland broke out between the Catholic and 

Protestant communities which resulted in troops being sent to restore order. In 1970 the Tories (or the 

Conservative Party) under Edward Heath were elected to power. Tension between the NATO and the 

Warsaw Pact began to ease in the 1970s. In 1971 the Irish Republican Army (IRA) began its terrorist 

campaign against British troops stationed in Ireland. A year later Prime Minister Heath imposed direct 

rule on Ulster (or Northern Ireland) after the IRA bombed and killed seven soldiers. In 1973 Britain 

finally joined the EC. Inflation caused serious problems. Elections of 1974 brought the Labour Party 

back to power and Harold Wilson became again Prime Minister, but he resigned in 1976 and James 

Callaghan succeeded him (a member of the Labour Party). Conflicts between Catholics and Protestants 

in Northern Ireland became a serious problem. In 1979 strikes also known as the “winter of 

discontent” escalated in Britain, and in May 1979, after a vote of no confidence in the government 

(вотум недоверия), the Conservatives came to power, led by Margaret Thatcher, Britain’s first 

woman Prime Minister. She called on the nation for hard work, patriotism and self-help. She attached 

great importance to free trade at home and abroad and individual enterprise, and insisted that the 

government interference in economy should be minimal. Her political supporters followed a policy of 
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privatizing many nationalized industries and services on the grounds that it would make them more 

profitable and efficient. Her Conservative Government closed unprofitable industries, including mines 

and dockyards, which led to a serious problem of unemployment. Inflation made the situation more 

difficult. As a result, the old Conservative-Labour agreement of the guiding principles of the welfare 

state was gradually breaking down. In 1981 four senior right-wing members left the Labour Party and 

formed their own Social-Democratic Party (SDP), which merged with the small but surviving Liberal 

Party in 1988 and together they formed the Social and Liberal Democratic Party (SLDP). In the 1983 

elections Thatcher was re-elected. She succeeded in returning a number of nationalized industries to 

the private sector. By 1987 telecommunications, gas, British Airways, British Aerospace and British 

Shipbuilders had all been put into private ownership. However, there were many people in Britain who 

were dissatisfied with the Thatcher government. Thatcher had promised to stop Britain’s decline, but 

by 1983 she hadn’t succeeded. Industrial and manufacturing production had fallen. Unemployment had 

risen to over three million. But the most serious accusation against the Thatcher government was that it 

had created a more unequal society, a society of “two nations” – wealthy and poor. In October 1984 

the IRA unsuccessfully tried to assassinate Prime Minister Thatcher with a bomb attack that killed five 

people, and a year later Britain and Ireland signed the Anglo-Irish Agreement that allowed Ireland to 

have a consultative role in Ulster’s future. In spite of these problems, Thatcher’s Conservative Party 

was still more popular than any other party in 1987. And in that year the “Iron Lady” was again re-

elected. Since the mid-1980s the NATO and the Warsaw Pact have been more willing to improve 

relations and to reduce nuclear arms. In 1990 M. Thatcher resigned and was succeeded by John Major. 

In 1990 Iraq invaded Kuwait. In January 1991, with the consent of the United Nations, several 

countries, including Britain, sent troops to the Gulf to force the Iraqis out. Iraq withdrew in March 

1991.In 1992 John Major was re-elected, though with a much reduced parliamentary majority. He 

negotiated with the EC for closer union. In 1992 the government announced plans to send 

peacekeeping troops to the former Yugoslavia and in 1993 some more were sent there. In 1993, Britain 

and EC countries formed the European Union to increase the economic cooperation. A crisis in the 

country’s beef industry began in March 1996. European Union imposed a ban on British beef exports. 

Elections of 1997 brought the Labour Party back to power under Tony Blair. He modernized his party, 

and unofficially renamed it “New Labour”. After 18 years in opposition, Labour was capable of 

governing Britain. The victory of the Labour Party shocked everyone. Tony Blair, at 44, became the 

youngest Britain’s Prime Minister in the 20th century. He was re-elected and then succeeded by 

Gordon Brown. Labour’s policy is to improve education, give more independence to Scotland and 

Wales and reform the election system. As to recent developments in the economy of the UK there has 

been the growth of service industries, e.g. hotels and catering, air travel and other leisure-related 

activities, distribution and finance. The tourism industry has clearly overtaken manufacturing as a 

source of employment for Londoners.  

                                      British royalty 

    The monarchy has not always been popular but it survived the republican sentiments. 

Nowadays the British monarchy is a very popular institution largely due to the fact that it doesn’t 

actually govern. In Britain they look to the Queen not only as their head of state, but also as the 

“symbol of their nation’s unity”. Today the monarch reigns, though she doesn’t rule. Being a 

constitutional monarch the Queen acts on the advice of her prime minister and doesn’t make any major 

political decisions. The Queen personifies the State, she is the head of the executive and judicial bodies 

and an integral part of the legislative body, she is the commander-in-chief of all armed forces, the 

“supreme governor” of the established Church of England and the personal Head of the 

Commonwealth. Although the Queen is deprived of actual power, she has retained many important, 

though formal, functions. These include summoning, proroguing and dissolving of Parliament; giving 
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Royal Assent to Bills passed by both Houses of Parliament; appointing every important office holder, 

including government ministers, judges, officers in the armed forces, governors, diplomats, bishops; 

conferring peerages, knighthoods and other honours. The Queen has the power to declare war, make 

peace, to recognize foreign states and governments, etc. She gives audiences to her ministers and other 

officials from overseas, receives accounts of Cabinet decisions; she is informed and consulted on every 

issue in national life. The Queen is very rich as are other members of the royal family. In addition, the 

government pays for hr expenses as Head of State. Her image appears on stamps, notes and coins.  

     Elizabeth II is now the longest-reigning British monarch since Queen Victoria, who 

occupied the throne for over 63 years, while their ancestor Elizabeth I reigned for 44 years. Born on 21 

April 1926, she is also the first female sovereign to bear the family name of Windsor, adopted by her 

grandfather King George V in 1917 for himself and his descendants. The Queen has some particular 

likes and dislikes. She likes horse racing, Scottish country dancing, puzzles and champagne. She 

dislikes dictating letters, sailing, cigar smoke, cold, milk pudding, tennis and Charles Dickens. 

Elizabeth II is a very popular monarch. If there were not monarchy, 80% of the British would vote for 

her as President. When she was still a Princess, in 1947 she married Philip Mountbatten, who was the 

son of Prince Andrew of Greece. His paternal family is of Danish descent. He became a royal consort 

and from this time has had a title of the Duke of Edinburgh, renouncing his Royal title. He has shown a 

keen interest in many fields of national life. Being a President of some 800 organizations, his special 

interests are in scientific and technological research and development, the encouragement of sport, the 

welfare of young people and conservation of the environment. He has received Honorary Degrees 

from a number of Universities; he is Chancellor of the Universities of Cambridge and Edinburgh and a 

life Governor of King’s College in the University of London. The Duke of Edinburgh accompanies the 

Queen on all her Commonwealth tours and State Visits overseas, as well as on tours and visits to all 

parts of the UK. They have four children: Prince Charles, Princess Anne, Prince Andrew and Prince 

Edward. 

     Prince Charles, their eldest son, was born in November 1948, got education in Australia to 

get accustomed with the Commonwealth matters. In 1969 he was given the title of the Prince of Wales, 

which can be possessed only by the eldest son of a Sovereign. In 1971 he entered the Royal Air Force 

College and after graduating served in the Royal Navy for 5 years. In 1981 he married 19-year-old 

Lady Diana Spencer in St. Paul’s Cathedral. The British public liked her immediately. She was 

beautiful, shy, royal and looked very human. During her life she campaigned for many charities. She 

did a lot of work with the International Red Cross and was suggested as a recipient of the Nobel Peace 

Prize. Diana was a real people’s princess.  The marriage of The Prince and Princess of Wales was 

dissolved in August 1996. Princess Diana crashed in an accident in a tunnel under the Alma Bridge in 

Paris on August 31, 1997. Their two sons, Prince William of Wales (b. 1982) and Prince Harry of 

Wales (b. 1984), are second and third in line of succession to the throne. Prince Charles lives at St. 

James’ Palace. He is the founder of some charitable organizations.  

    The second child and only daughter of the Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh is Princess 

Anne who received the title Princess Royal in 1987 for her social activities; Her Royal Highness is the 

seventh holder of the title. She was born in August 1950. She has been married for two times. Her first 

husband, Mark Phillips, was Captain of the Queen’s Dragoon Guards. They were married for almost 

20 years and have two children: Peter (b. 1977) and Zara (b. 1981). After divorce in 1992 she married 

naval officer Timothy Laurence. Princess Anne has a passion for horses. She was the Champion of 

Europe in horseracing. She is the Counselor of London University and President of the Fund of 

Salvation of Children. She is also President of the British Opympic Committee.  
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    The third child and the second son of the Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh is Prince 

Andrew. He was born in February 1960. After his marriage with Sarah Ferguson he became known as 

the Duke of York. They have two children: Princess Beatrice of York (b. 1988) and Princess Eugenie 

of York (b. 1990), who are fifth and sixth in line of succession to the throne. The Duke and Duchess 

were divorced in 1996. 

    The fourth child and the third son of the Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh is Prince Edward. 

He was born in March 1964. After his marriage with Sophie Rhys-Jones he became known as the Earl 

of Wessex and it was announced that His Royal Highness (HRH) will succeed to the title of the Duke 

of Edinburgh. His wife became known as the Countess of Wessex. They have one daughter, the Lady 

Louise Windsor (b. 2003). It was decided that their children would not be given the style His or Her 

Royal Highness but would have courtesy titles as sons or daughters of an earl, that’s why their 

daughter is known as The Lady Louise Windsor. 

The situation in GB after WW II (1945-1960) 

    During World War II the Prime Minister of Great Britain was Sir Winston Churchill, who 

represented the Conservative party and was a great and inspired leader to lead the nation, with Allies, 

to final victory. At the end of the war the victorious Allies created the United Nations Organization in 

order to protect peace and democracy in the world and prevent new wars. The idea was to settle local 

and global problems by discussion within the Organization. After the war there was a large National 

Debt, war damage needed to be repaired, and unemployment in Britain. In 1945-1951 Clement Attley 

became Prime Minister of the first majority Labour government, with the aim of rebuilding the 

economy and improving social conditions. After 1944 secondary modern schools were introduced, 

which provided a more technical education than grammar schools. In 1946-1948 there was the 

establishment of the Welfare State (государство, заботящееся о благосостоянии своих граждан), a 

system of social services organized and paid for by the government. At that time the National Health 

Service was set up to provide free medical care for all; the National Assurance Act was set up to give 

financial help to the poor and elderly. Winston Churchill was Conservative leader of the Opposition in 

Parliament in those years, and became again Prime Minister of the Conservative Government of 

Britain in 1951-1955. Britain became a country in which both main parties shared the idea that 

providing the basic human rights to the population was the matter of the first importance. The Labour 

Party wanted Britain’s major industries to be under public ownership. Between 1945 and 1951, 20% of 

British industries and services were nationalized, including water, gas, iron, coal, steel, electricity and 

the railways. The situation in the Middle East was difficult. Tension between native Arabs and Jewish 

immigrants in Palestine led to war in 1946. The British withdrew in 1948, and the Jewish state of Israel 

was created within Palestine. From the very start the United Nations Organization faced great 

difficulties. The idea of the 4 Allies (Soviet Union, United States, France and Britain) working 

together for the recovery of central Europe didn’t work. Europe became divided into two parts:  the 

eastern part under communist Soviet control, and the western part under the control of Britain, France 

and the USA. In 1948-49 the USSR tried to capture West Berlin and blocked all road and rail traffic to 

it, and it was only saved by constant supplies from the west brought by air. As a result of the struggle 

for West Berlin, two opposite alliances were formed: the North Atlantic Treaty Organization 

(Организация Северо-Атлантического договора) of the western nations (in 1949), and the Warsaw 

Pact (Варшавский договор) of the eastern bloc (in 1955). The hostility without open conflict that 

existed between these two powers is known as the Cold War. In the 1950s many British possessions 

became independent nations. 500 million people in former British colonies became completely self-

governing. Britain tried to keep international ties with its former colonies through a new organization 

called the British Commonwealth of Nations. All the former colonies were invited to join the 
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Commonwealth as free and equal members. This system of co-operation has proved to be successful, 

because it is based on the kind of relationship that allows all members to follow their own policies 

without interference. The Commonwealth has no central government and unites a fifth of the world’s 

land and population. The British Crown is a symbol of this association. The economy of Britain 

recovered steadily in the 1950s. This was partly due to the Marshall Plan (1948-1952), by which the 

USA gave financial help to western Europe. Working people now had a better standard of living than 

ever before. The revival of the economy in the 1950s led to a shortage of labour. The government 

encouraged people from Commonwealth countries, such as India and Pakistan (which became 

independent nations within the Commonwealth in 1947) to come to work in Britain. Being a member 

of the NATO, Britain helped the USA in the Korean War (1950-1953). In October 1952 the first 

British atomic weapons test, called Hurricane, was successfully conducted at the Monte Bello Islands 

of the northwest coast of Australia aboard the frigate. King George VI died in February 1952. The 

coronation of Queen Elizabeth, his eldest daughter, took place in Westminster Abbey in June 1952. 

The ceremony was broadcast on radio and television around the world. At her coronation, Her 

Majesty’s full titles were revealed as: Elizabeth the Second, by the Grace of God, of the United 

Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, and of her other Realms and Territories Queen, Head 

of the Commonwealth, Defender of the Faith. In April 1955 Prime Minister Churchill was forced to 

resign through illness (he died in January 1965) and was succeeded by Sir Anthony Eden, who 

represented the Conservative Party as well. Britain still considered itself to be a world power, but it 

was clear that its international position was weakening. It was most obvious in Egypt. Until 1956 

Britain had controlled the Suez Canal, but in that year Egypt decided to take it over. Britain, together 

with France and Israel, attacked Egypt. In October 1956 Britain and France bombed Cairo and 

captured Port Said. But the rest of the world, particularly the USA, disapproved of Britain’s action and 

forced Britain to remove its troops from Egypt. In January 1957 Eden resigned and was succeeded by 

Harold Macmillan (also a member of the Conservative Party).  

                     The situation in GB from the 1960s up to nowadays 

    The British economy prospered until the early 1960s, when unemployment and inflation 

began to rise. At that time there was a series of major strikes. In 1962 Parliament passed the 

Commonwealth Immigration Act to restrict the number of immigrants from the Caribbean and Indian 

subcontinent. The 1960s was the time of youth. The young began to influence fashion, particularly in 

clothes and music. The youthful pop culture of the sixties was best expressed by the Beatles. The 1964 

elections brought the Labour Party back to power under Harold Wilson. Britain was rejected 

membership in the European Community (an organization which was set up in 1957 to promote and 

regulate trade between its members). In 1969 riots in Ireland broke out between the Catholic and 

Protestant communities which resulted in troops being sent to restore order. In 1970 the Tories (or the 

Conservative Party) under Edward Heath were elected to power. Tension between the NATO and the 

Warsaw Pact began to ease in the 1970s. In 1971 the Irish Republican Army (IRA) began its terrorist 

campaign against British troops stationed in Ireland. A year later Prime Minister Heath imposed direct 

rule on Ulster (or Northern Ireland) after the IRA bombed and killed seven soldiers. In 1973 Britain 

finally joined the EC. Inflation caused serious problems. Elections of 1974 brought the Labour Party 

back to power and Harold Wilson became again Prime Minister, but he resigned in 1976 and James 

Callaghan succeeded him (a member of the Labour Party). Conflicts between Catholics and Protestants 

in Northern Ireland became a serious problem. In 1979 strikes also known as the “winter of 

discontent” escalated in Britain, and in May 1979, after a vote of no confidence in the government 

(вотум недоверия), the Conservatives came to power, led by Margaret Thatcher, Britain’s first 

woman Prime Minister. She called on the nation for hard work, patriotism and self-help. She attached 

great importance to free trade at home and abroad and individual enterprise, and insisted that the 
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government interference in economy should be minimal. Her political supporters followed a policy of 

privatizing many nationalized industries and services on the grounds that it would make them more 

profitable and efficient. Her Conservative Government closed unprofitable industries, including mines 

and dockyards, which led to a serious problem of unemployment. Inflation made the situation more 

difficult. As a result, the old Conservative-Labour agreement of the guiding principles of the welfare 

state was gradually breaking down. In 1981 four senior right-wing members left the Labour Party and 

formed their own Social-Democratic Party (SDP), which merged with the small but surviving Liberal 

Party in 1988 and together they formed the Social and Liberal Democratic Party (SLDP). In the 1983 

elections Thatcher was re-elected. She succeeded in returning a number of nationalized industries to 

the private sector. By 1987 telecommunications, gas, British Airways, British Aerospace and British 

Shipbuilders had all been put into private ownership. However, there were many people in Britain who 

were dissatisfied with the Thatcher government. Thatcher had promised to stop Britain’s decline, but 

by 1983 she hadn’t succeeded. Industrial and manufacturing production had fallen. Unemployment had 

risen to over three million. But the most serious accusation against the Thatcher government was that it 

had created a more unequal society, a society of “two nations” – wealthy and poor. In October 1984 

the IRA unsuccessfully tried to assassinate Prime Minister Thatcher with a bomb attack that killed five 

people, and a year later Britain and Ireland signed the Anglo-Irish Agreement that allowed Ireland to 

have a consultative role in Ulster’s future. In spite of these problems, Thatcher’s Conservative Party 

was still more popular than any other party in 1987. And in that year the “Iron Lady” was again re-

elected. Since the mid-1980s the NATO and the Warsaw Pact have been more willing to improve 

relations and to reduce nuclear arms. In 1990 M. Thatcher resigned and was succeeded by John Major. 

In 1990 Iraq invaded Kuwait. In January 1991, with the consent of the United Nations, several 

countries, including Britain, sent troops to the Gulf to force the Iraqis out. Iraq withdrew in March 

1991.In 1992 John Major was re-elected, though with a much reduced parliamentary majority. He 

negotiated with the EC for closer union. In 1992 the government announced plans to send 

peacekeeping troops to the former Yugoslavia and in 1993 some more were sent there. In 1993, Britain 

and EC countries formed the European Union to increase the economic cooperation. A crisis in the 

country’s beef industry began in March 1996. European Union imposed a ban on British beef exports. 

Elections of 1997 brought the Labour Party back to power under Tony Blair. He modernized his party, 

and unofficially renamed it “New Labour”. After 18 years in opposition, Labour was capable of 

governing Britain. The victory of the Labour Party shocked everyone. Tony Blair, at 44, became the 

youngest Britain’s Prime Minister in the 20th century. He was re-elected and then succeeded by 

Gordon Brown. Labour’s policy is to improve education, give more independence to Scotland and 

Wales and reform the election system. As to recent developments in the economy of the UK there has 

been the growth of service industries, e.g. hotels and catering, air travel and other leisure-related 

activities, distribution and finance. The tourism industry has clearly overtaken manufacturing as a 

source of employment for Londoners.  

Political parties 

     Political parties first emerged in Britain at the end of the 17th century. The Tories (the 

Conservative party) and the Whigs are the oldest parties. The British political system of today was 

mostly built in the 1860s and 1870s, when a much stricter “two-party” system developed in Britain. 

The two parties, Tory and Liberal became the most prominent at that time and until the end of the 19th 

century they were the only parties elected to the House of Commons. Nowadays there are three most 

prominent political parties in the UK: the Labour Party (which has been in power since 1997, first 

under Tony Blair (1997-2007), and then under Gordon Brown), the Conservative Party and the Social 

and Liberal Democrats.  
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    The Tories (the original name of the Conservative Party) started to exist in the second part of 

the 17th century, supported the Crown and the Church of England and believed that Parliament should 

represent “property” and the property owners. In the 1860s and 1870s Tories became one of the most 

prominent parties. During World War II the Prime Minister of Great Britain was Sir Winston 

Churchill, who represented the Conservative party and was a great and inspired leader to lead the 

nation, with Allies, to final victory. Winston Churchill was Conservative leader of the Opposition in 

Parliament in 1945-1951, and became again Prime Minister of the Conservative Government of Britain 

in 1951-1955. Britain became a country in which both main parties shared the idea that providing the 

basic human rights to the population was the matter of the first importance. In April 1955 Prime 

Minister Churchill was forced to resign through illness (he died in January 1965) and was succeeded 

by Sir Anthony Eden, who represented the Conservative Party as well. In January 1957 Eden resigned 

and was succeeded by Harold Macmillan (also a member of the Conservative Party), who was in 

power till 1964. In 1970 the Tories under Edward Heath were elected to power (till 1974). And in May 

1979, after a vote of no confidence in the government (вотум недоверия), the Conservatives came to 

power, led by Margaret Thatcher, Britain’s first woman Prime Minister. She called on the nation for 

hard work, patriotism and self-help. She attached great importance to free trade at home and abroad 

and individual enterprise, and insisted that the government interference in economy should be 

minimal. Her political supporters followed a policy of privatizing many nationalized industries and 

services on the grounds that it would make them more profitable and efficient. Her Conservative 

Government closed unprofitable industries, including mines and dockyards, which led to a serious 

problem of unemployment. Inflation made the situation more difficult. As a result, the old 

Conservative-Labour agreement of the guiding principles of the welfare state was gradually breaking 

down. In the 1983 elections Thatcher was re-elected. Thatcher’s Conservative Party was still more 

popular than any other party in 1987. And in that year the “Iron Lady” was again re-elected. In 1990 

M. Thatcher resigned and was succeeded by John Major. In 1992 John Major was re-elected, though 

with a much reduced parliamentary majority and was in power till 1997.  

   The Labour Party is considered to be “a socialist” party in Great Britain. It was formed as the 

Independent Labour Party in 1893 by and for the working class, and was set up and renamed the 

Labour Party in 1900. It was a federation of trade unions and trade councils, cooperative societies and 

socialist organizations. In 1924 the first minority Labour government was created. Its leaders were 

members of the middle class. Instead of a social revolution, they wanted to develop a kind of socialism 

that would fit the situation in Britain. The British working class was not interested in socialist ideas, 

people just wanted to improve their financial situation. The trade unions and the Labour Party didn’t 

want to bring down the existing form of government; they wanted to change things by accepted 

constitutional means, in Parliament. In 1945-1951 Clement Attley became Prime Minister of the first 

majority Labour government, with the aim of rebuilding the economy and improving social conditions 

after the Second World War. In 1946-1948 there was the establishment of the Welfare State 

(государство, заботящееся о благосостоянии своих граждан), a system of social services organized 

and paid for by the government. The Labour Party wanted Britain’s major industries to be under public 

ownership. Between 1945 and 1951, 20% of British industries and services were nationalized, 

including water, gas, iron, coal, steel, electricity and the railways. The 1964 elections brought the 

Labour Party back to power under Harold Wilson who was in power till 1970. Elections of 1974 

brought the Labour Party back to power and Harold Wilson became again Prime Minister, but he 

resigned in 1976 and James Callaghan succeeded him (a member of the Labour Party). He was in 

power till 1979. Elections of 1997 brought the Labour Party back to power under Tony Blair. He 

modernized his party, and unofficially renamed it “New Labour”. After 18 years in opposition, Labour 

was capable of governing Britain. The victory of the Labour Party shocked everyone. Tony Blair, at 

44, became the youngest Britain’s Prime Minister in the 20th century. He was re-elected and then 
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succeeded by Gordon Brown. Labour’s policy is to improve education, give more independence to 

Scotland and Wales and reform the election system. The Labour Party is the most left of the three main 

political parties.  

       The Whigs started to exist in the second part of the 17th century and were against an 

absolute monarchy and didn’t want to have regular army. At the beginning of the 19th century the 

Whigs were one of the most prominent political parties of Great Britain. They wanted to introduce 

some changes in order to avoid revolution, but were not ready for any radical reforms. The Liberal 

Party was formed in 1859 from mixture of Whigs with some other political groups. It became one of 

the most prominent political parties in the 1860s and 1870s. But at the beginning of the 20th century 

the Liberal Party went into decline. In 1981 four senior right-wing members left the Labour Party and 

formed their own Social-Democratic Party (SDP), which merged with the small but surviving Liberal 

Party in 1988 and together they formed the Social and Liberal Democratic Party (SLDP). It is a typical 

middle-class party. The electorate views the SLDP as a party between the Conservative and Labour 

Parties, tending to be closer to the Labour Party. Quite often this party poses issues which other parties 

try to avoid, for example, the role of the monarchy. They are supporters of European integration. The 

Liberal Democrats are becoming a respectable parliamentary force.   

   There are also some parties which represent different regions of the UK. Wales is represented 

by Plaid Cymru (which means in Welsh “party of Wales”), which was formed in 1925 to campaign for 

the separation of Wales from the UK in order to preserve the country’s culture, language and economic 

life. Scotland is represented by the Scottish National Party, which was formed in 1934 to advocate the 

separation of Scotland from the UK as well. Northern Ireland is represented by three political parties: 

the Ulster Unionist Party (which was formed before 1922; when Ulster and the Republic of Ireland 

became separate countries, the Unionists were the ruling party in the NI Parliament; this party wishes 

Ulster to remain part of the UK), the Social Democratic and Labour Party (which was formed in 1970 

and would like the whole of Ireland to be reunited as one country by peaceful democratic means 

without terrorism and physical violence) and Sinn Fein (which means in Irish “we ourselves”, was 

formed at the beginning of the 20th century and wants Northern Ireland to become part of the Republic 

of Ireland by using force if necessary). 

Cultural life and leisure 

    The cultural life of the UK is a mixture of English, Scottish, Welsh and Irish cultures with 

the predominance of English. Widespread changes in the United Kingdom’s cultural life occurred after 

1945. In the 1960s Liverpool and London became world centres of popular culture. The Beatles were 

only the first and best-known of the many British rock music groups to win a world following. British 

clothing designers for a time led the world as innovators of new styles of dress for both men and 

women. In society in general there was a marked increase in leisure. There was governmental support 

of many kinds of contemporary creative and performing arts. Monuments and traces of past greatness 

are everywhere. There are buildings of all styles and periods. A great number of museums and 

galleries display precious and interesting finds from all parts of the world and from all stages in the 

development of nature, man and art. London is one of the leading world centres for music, drama, 

opera and dance. Festivals held in towns and cities throughout the country attract much interest. Many 

British playwrights (Oscar Wilde, Bernard Show), composers (Arthur Bliss, Benjamin Britten, Andrew 

Lloyd Webber), painters (William Hogarth, Thomas Gainsborough, John Constable, William Turner), 

sculptors (Henry Moor), writers (Walter Scott, Charles Dickens, George Elliot, William Thackeray, 

Iris Murdoch), scientists (Isaac Newton, Charles Darwin, Michael Faraday, Francis Bacon), actors 

(Laurence Olivier, Timothy Dalton) and singers (Beatles, Depeche Mode, Prodigy, Dire Straits) are 
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known all over the world. London remains a leisure metropolis, having a lot of theatres of different 

kinds: Covent Garden, which is one of the most famous theatres for ballet; the Royal Opera House; the 

Theatre Royal, which is the largest in London and produces musicals; The Old Vic, which became the 

home of classical plays and opera and is famous for its Shakespearean productions; and many others. 

London has 4 famous symphony orchestras – the BBC Symphony, London Philharmonic, London 

Symphony and Royal Philharmonic. Their concerts can be listened to in the Royal Albert Hall. You 

may also visit various arts galleries and museums: the National Gallery (which exhibits works of all 

the European schools of painting which existed between the 13th and 19th centuries), the National 

Portrait Gallery (which includes pictures of historical personalities, sculpture, miniatures and 

photographs), the Tate Gallery (which exhibits a number of interesting collections of British and 

foreign modern painting and also modern sculpture), the British Museum (which houses a collection of 

ancient civilizations and a national library), the Victoria and Albert Museum (which has the largest 

collection of decorative art), the Natural History Museum (which houses exhibitions of minerals, 

mammals, and reconstructed huge prehistoric animals), the Science Museum (where wonders of 

technology can be seen), the Museum of London (which shows the entire history of the British 

capital), the Museum of Madam Tussaud’s (which is the world’s most famous wax museum).   

    The exploitation of leisure is now increasingly the concern of commerce: holiday camps, 

foreign holiday package tours, the transformation of the traditional English pub by trendy interior 

decoration. 

     Saturday morning is a busy time for shopping, while Saturday afternoon is the time for 

sporting events such as association football or soccer (which is played from late August until the 

beginning of May), rugby football, cricket (which is considered to be the English national summer 

sport), tennis, golf (which is Scotland’s chief contribution to British sport), horse-racing, car and 

motor-cycle racing, boat-racing, steeplechase (or crosscountry running) and others. There are several 

places in Britain associated with a particular kind of sport. One of them is Wimbledon – a suburb to 

the south of London where the All-England Lawn Tennis Championships are held in July; the other 

one is Wembley – a stadium in north London where international football matches, the Cup Finals and 

other events take place; the third one is Derby, the most famous flat race in the English racing 

calendar, which is run at Epsom near London. Saturday evening is the best time for parties, dances, 

going to the cinema or theatre. Many people don’t get up very early on Sunday morning, and they start 

this morning with reading a Sunday newspaper. Sunday dinner is traditionally the most important 

family meal of the week. The 5 o’clock tea is another traditional meal. The English weekend is also the 

occasion for countryside trips and for outdoor activities from fishing to mountaineering. 

    Annual festivals of music and drama are very popular in Britain. Some of them are famous 

not only in Britain, but all over the world. January 25th is the birthday of Scotland’s greatest poet 

Robert Burns. There are hundreds of Burns clubs throughout the world and on this day they all hold 

Burns Night celebrations. They drink a toast to the immortal memory of Robert Burns, eat traditional 

dishes, dance, listen to pipe music and recite selections from Burns’ lyrics. Every year the anniversary 

of the birth of William Shakespeare is celebrated in Stratford-upon-Avon, where he was born on April 

23, 1564. In the afternoon there is a long procession to the church where everyone deposits a bouquet 

at the poet’s grave. In the evening there is a performance of the chosen Birthday Play in the Royal 

Shakespeare Theatre. In London the Aldwych Theatre, which has close ties with the Royal 

Shakespeare Theatre, holds international Shakespeare festivals, during which famous companies from 

abroad perform Shakespeare’s plays. The Edinburgh International Festival is one of the foremost 

events of its kind in the world. It was first held in 1947 and has been held annually ever since. It brings 

together the best in contemporary theatre, music, dance and opera. Its emblem is a thistle 
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(чертополох), which is also regarded as the national emblem of Scotland. Now there is a growing 

movement of revival of Welsh culture from which sprang the revival of Eisteddfod [ais’tedvod], the 

festival which is annually held in different parts of Wales. It is a festival of Welsh culture, which 

includes competitions in prose, poetry and singing. It attracts people from all over the world. London 

music-lovers are fortunate to attend the Henry Wood Promenade Concerts – the Proms. The Proms 

started in 1895 when Sir Henry Wood formed the Queen’s Hall Orchestra. The purpose of the Proms 

was to provide classical music to many people at a price all could afford to pay. Every night a vast 

audience assembles at the Royal Albert Hall. The BBC broadcasts certain principal works. Fairs can 

still be found all over England, such as the Trinity Fair, the Easter Monday Fair and the Nottingham 

Goose Fair. 

    One of English traditions is clubs, which is an association of people who like to meet 

together to relax and discuss things. These people can be upper-class men or men connected with the 

government and other powerful organizations. But there are also cultural clubs, which are 

organizations that join people of the same interests. 

    Gardening is very popular with many people in Britain which is the foundation o friendly 

relations with neighbours. There are a lot of flower-shows and vegetable-shows with prizes for the best 

exhibits. 

                                       Main ceremonial and traditional events, 

                                              public holidays and festivities 

    State Opening of Parliament.  The Monarch delivers the Speech from the Throne in 

Westminster Palace before the official opening of a new session of Parliament (usually at the end of 

October or beginning of November, or after a general election). 

 

    Trooping the Color. (Вынос знамени).  Inspection of the troops by the Monarch on His/Her 

Official Birthday (the second Saturday in June). 

 

    Changing of the Guard.  A daily ceremony of martial music, shouted commands, handing 

over the duty to the new guard in Buckingham Palace forecourt. 

 

    Lord Mayor’s Show.  An annual traveling of London’s new mayor in a golden coach through 

the city to be sworn in at the Royal Courts of Justice (second Saturday in November). 

 

    The Ceremony of the Keys.  The ritual daily locking up of the Tower of London for the 

night. 
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    Christmas.  A public (or bank) holiday. Remembering the birth of Jesus Christ; buying 

Christmas presents, putting presents for children into their stockings; using red and green decorations 

for the house, decorating Christmas trees, singing carols – special religious songs. The biggest 

Christmas tree in London – in Trafalgar Square.  (December 25). 

 

    Boxing Day.  A public (or bank) holiday. The day of giving small Christmas presents/money 

to employees, postmen, milkmen, etc. Time to visit friends and relatives. (December, 26). 

 

    New Year’s Eve and/or New Year’s Day.  (a public holiday in Scotland). Making resolutions 

to give up smoking, to keep to a slimming diet, etc. Cooking New Year’s dinner. Going to parties or 

dances. The celebrations in London are in Piccadilly Circus and in Trafalgar Square. (December 31 / 

January 1). 

 

    Remembrance Day (Poppy Day).  Laying wreaths at the Cenotaph (памятник неизвестному 

солдату) in Whitehall, commemorating those who died fighting in the two world wars, poppies being 

a symbol of mourning. (Sunday nearest to 11 November). 

 

    Spring Bank Holiday.  A public (or bank) holiday. All the offices are closed and people don’t 

go to work and enjoy themselves. (the last Monday in May). 

 

    Summer Bank Holiday (August Bank Holiday.  A public (or bank) holiday. All the offices 

are closed and people don’t go to work and enjoy themselves. Going to picnics to the country and to 

the coast. An occasion for big sports meeting. (the last Monday in August). 

 

    Easter Sunday (Easter Day) and Easter Monday.  A public (or bank) holiday. Remembering 

the death of Jesus Christ and his return to life. Going to churches and having a celebration dinner. 

Decoration of Easter eggs, eating candy eggs and giving chocolate eggs and bunnies as presents. 

Easter Parade of many decorated floats in London. (no fixed day, in Spring). 

 

    Pancake Day (Shrove Tuesday) (вторник на масленой неделе – последний день 

масленицы).  The day before Ash Wednesday (среда на первой неделе великого поста) in 

February, once thought of as a last day of enjoyment before the fasting of Lent in the Christian year. 

Many people still traditionally eat pancakes on Shrove Tuesday (named from a rare verb “shrive”, 

meaning “to make one’s confession”, i.e. to confess one’s sins to a priest before Lent). 
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    Mothering Sunday.  The fourth Sunday in Lent, when people traditionally give or send cards 

and presents to their mothers. Now it is usually called Mother’s Day. 

 

    Mother’s Day.  The second Sunday in May (since WW II), the holiday of the American 

origin. 

 

    Father’s Day.  The third Sunday in June, when presents are traditionally given by children to 

their father (based on Mother’s Day, the tradition was imported to Britain in the 20th century from 

America). 

 

    St. Valentine’s Day.  Sending cards with red hearts, words of love, etc. This tradition goes 

back to the Roman times, when the first Valentine was a bishop, who wed Roman soldiers secretly, as 

they had no right to marry. For that he was sentenced and put to prison. And before he was put to death 

he sent a note of friendship to his jailer’s blind daughter. (February 14). 

 

    Halloween.  Telling ghost stories, making masks and playing tricks; connected with witches 

and ghosts. (October 31). 

 

    Guy Fawkes Night (Bonfire Night).  Making a guy (чучело) for the bonfire ( костер). The 

tradition goes back to 1605, November 5, when there was the Gunpowder Plot to blow up Parliament 

and King James I during the ceremony of opening of Parliament, and Guy Fawkes was one of the main 

conspirators. The Plot was revealed and Guy Fawkes was hanged. The historical meaning of the event 

is no longer important, but this day is traditionally celebrated with fireworks and bonfires, on which 

the figure of a man called Guy is burnt. (November 5). 

 

    Eisteddfod.  The annual Welsh picturesque ceremony of choosing the winner among 

contesting poets and singers. 

 

    May Day (May Spring Festival).  Was a pagan spring festival. The springtime festival 

celebrating the end of winter, children dancing in their best clothes round the maypole (майское 

дерево – украшенный цветами столб). A lot of garlands, flowers, dances and games. The dancers 

dressed in fancy costumes represent characters in the Robin Hood legend or they perform a morris 

dance. (May 1). 
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    St. George’s Day.  The Day of the Patron Saint of England (April 23), the church festival, 

regarded as England’s national day (although not an official bank holiday). 

 

    St. Patrick’s Day.  The Day of the Patron Saint of Ireland (March 17), regarded as a national 

day in Northern Ireland and an official bank holiday there. 

 

    St. Andrew’s Day.  The Day of the Patron Saint of Scotland (November 30), the church 

festival, regarded as Scotland’s national day (although not an official bank holiday). 

 

St. David’s Day.  The Day of the Patron Saint of Wales (March 1), the church festival, regarded 

as the national holiday of Wales (although not an official bank holiday). 
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   Страноведение США 

Presuppositions to the Civil war in the USA 

The spirit of democracy grew with the growing of the country. Each new state that came into 

the Union after 1800 gave the right to vote to all white men, rich and poor. Gradually the older states 

in the East changed their laws and also gave all white men the right to vote. By the 1850s, all the 

eastern states had done this. However, women, blacks and American Indians still couldn't vote. 

Women were trying to improve their lives by achieving the same rights as men: the rights to vote, to 

study, to work and to own property. So, in the middle of the 19th century the country's future seemed 

bright, except for one large problem. The ringing words of the Declaration of Independence, "all men 

are created equal," were meaningless for 1.5 million slaves. Though the Northern States by this time 

had outlawed slavery (объявило рабство вне закона), the problem still existed. As cotton became 

more important in the South, so did the slavery. So the Southern states remained slave states. Many 

white people wanted to abolish slavery (these people were called abolitionists). They helped black 

slaves to run from the South to the North and even to Canada. A lot of people joined this movement, 

understanding that slavery was a shameful thing. At that time a book, written by Harriet Beecher 

Stowe "Uncle Tom's Cabin" about the life of black slaves on the Southern plantations, shocked the 

people. Sometimes blacks revolted against their owners. The problem of slavery also existed for the 

western territories (e.g. newly adopted states). In 1850s southern and northern politicians debated the 

question of whether slavery would be legal in the western territories. Congress reached a compromise: 

each state was to choose whether its territory would be slave or free. In 1854 a group of men had 

decided to start a new political party around the idea that slavery must not be allowed in the territories. 

They called it the Republican Party. Democrats couldn't agree about slavery. Southern Democrats 

wanted to allow slavery in all the territories, Northern Democrats thought that the people of each 

territory should decide about the slavery for themselves. In the election of 1860, the Republicans 

named Abraham Lincoln. The North and the South were becoming less and less alike. And the election 

of 1860 showed clearly that the USA was a divided country. After Abraham Lincoln, a foe of slavery, 

was elected president in 1860,11 states left the Union and proclaimed themselves an independent 

nation, the Confederate States of America (or Confederacy): South Carolina, Mississippi, Florida, 

Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, Texas, Virginia (one area of Virginia didn't want to secede (отделяться) 

and the northwest part formed a new state called West Virginia, that stayed in the Union), Arkansas, 

Tennessee, and North Carolina. Jefferson Davis became President of the Confederate States of 

America. They explained that they considered slaves as property, and they felt themselves no longer 

protected by the Constitution. Lincoln hoped the South would rejoin the Union without bloodshed. But 

in April 1861 Confederate soldiers fired at Union troops in Fort Sumter in South Carolina. The 

American Civil War had begun.  

 

The Civil War in the USA 

The Confederate Army did well in the early part of the war, and some of its commanders, 

especially General Robert E. Lee, were brilliant tacticians. (Though General Robert E. Lee didn't 

believe in slavery and loved the USA, he couldn't fight against his neighbours from Virginia.) The 

advantages of the Southern Army were that they fought on their home land and for the purpose to 

preserve their way of life. For them the Civil War was a second war for independence. But the Union 

had superior manpower and resources to draw upon. In the summer of 1863 Lee took a gamble by 

marching his troops north into Pennsylvania. He met a Union army at Gettysburg, and the largest battle 
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ever fought on American soil ensued. After three days of desperate fighting, the Confederates were 

defeated. At the same time, on the Mississippi River, Union General Ulysses S. Grant captured the city 

of Vicksburg, giving the North control of the entire Mississippi Valley and splitting the Confederacy in 

two. A Union general, William T. Sherman, took control of Georgia, South and North Carolina, 

destroying plantations, farms and towns. Two years later, after a long campaign involving forces 

commanded by Lee and Grant, the Confederates surrendered. In April 1865 the war was over. 5 days 

after the war ended, President Lincoln was assassinated at the theatre by and actor and a southerner 

John Wilkes Booth. The President died the next morning. The Civil War was the most traumatic 

episode in American history. But it resolved two matters that had vexed Americans since 1776. It put 

an end to slavery (by the 13th Amendment to the Constitution), and it decided that the country was not 

a collection of semi-independent states but an indivisible whole.  

 

Reconstruction after the Civil War in the USA (the late 19
th 

century) 

The situation of the country right after the war was very hard. The South was in ruins, the 

economy was destroyed. Many people were homeless. The years after the war are called 

Reconstruction. Ex-slaves couldn't make a living and had no money to buy a farm, and the farmers had 

no money to pay workers. Finally, the system of sharecropping began to be used, when a farmer let a 

worker live on some of his land and farm it. Sharecroppers, in return, gave the landowner part of their 

crop. The system wasn't good enough, because after sharing the crop, nothing was left for ex-slaves 

and they still owned no property. Within a few years after the war, Congress added other amendments 

to the Constitution. The 14th Amendment said that all Americans had equal rights as citizens. The 15th 

Amendment said that no one could be kept from voting because of race. (Some white southerners were 

totally against the Reconstruction and the freedom for the black population to vote; they formed a 

secret organization called the Ku Klux Klan. They believed that black people shouldn't be given the 

same rights as white people. They frightened blacks and sometimes harmed them. Their aim was not to 

let blacks use their rights as citizens. Still the separation of blacks and whites took place in every 

sphere of life. This separation on the basis of race is known as segregation.) Lincoln's Vice President 

Andrew Johnson became the new President, and he tried to carry out Lincoln's plans. He was a 

southerner who had remained loyal to the Union during the war. Northern members of Johnson's own 

party (Republican) set in motion a process to remove him from office for allegedly acting too leniently 

toward former Confederates. Johnson's acquittal was an important victory for the principle of 

separation of powers: A president should not be removed from office because Congress disagrees with 

his policies, but only if he has committed, in the words of the Constitution, "treason, bribery, or other 

high crimes and misdemeanors." Reconstruction was a time of bitterness and sorrow; however, it was 

also the time of growth and change. Within a few years after the end of the Civil War, the United 

States became a leading industrial power, and shrewd businessmen made great fortunes. The first 

transcontinental railroad was completed in 1869; by 1900 the United States had more rail mileage than 

all of Europe. The petroleum industry prospered, and John D. Rockefeller of the Standard Oil 

Company became one of the richest men in America. Andrew Carnegie, who started out as a poor 

Scottish immigrant, built a vast empire of steel mills (the now famous Carnegie Hall in New York was 

named in his honour). Textile mills multiplied in the South, and meat-packing plants sprang up in 

Chicago, Illinois. An electrical industry flourished as Americans made use of a series of inventions: 

the telephone (invented by Alexander Graham Bell in 1876), the light bulb (invented by Thomas 

Edison), the typewriting machine, the air conditioner, the electric lift, motion pictures and many 

others. Thomas Edison organized an electric power company, which later became General Electric. 

Electricity began to be used everywhere. Business leaders were thinking up new ways of organizing 
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and running companies. More people had extra money to invest trying to make a profit. Companies 

sold stock and people invested in stock becoming stockholders. Giant corporations were formed. In 

Chicago, architect Louis Sullivan used steel-frame construction to fashion America's distinctive 

contribution to the modern city: the skyscraper. In the west many people (ranchers and cowboys) were 

engaged in cattle-breeding. But unrestrained economic growth brought dangers. To limit competition, 

railroads merged and set standardized shipping rates. Trusts — huge combinations of corporations ~ 

tried to establish monopoly control over some industries, notably oil. These giant enterprises could 

produce goods efficiently and sell them cheaply, but they could also fix prices and destroy 

competitors. To counteract them, the federal government took action. The Interstate Commerce 

Commission was created in 1887 to control railroad rates. Industrialization brought with it the rise of 

organized labor. The American Federation of Labor, founded in 1886, was a coalition of trade unions 

for skilled laborers. It should be added that the working conditions in factories were poor, unsafe and 

unhealthy. The late 19th century was a period of heavy immigration (in contrast with the previous way 

of immigration from western and northern Europe, this time most immigrants came from eastern and 

southern Europe, Mexico, China, Japan) and many of the workers in the new industries were foreign-

born. With growing of industry grew the cities. Despite the signs of prosperity, up to half of all 

industrial workers still lived in poverty. New York, Boston, Chicago, and San Francisco could be 

proud of their museums, universities, and public libraries — and ashamed of their slums. (By 1900 

there were 38 cities in the USA that had more than 100.000 people. The USA was becoming an urban 

country. Very often the conditions in the slums of these cities were very poor: no fresh water, no 

heating system. It led to different diseases and epidemics. Another problem of crowded cities was 

fires). For American farmers as well, times were hard. Food prices were falling, and farmers had to 

bear the costs of high shipping rates, expensive mortgages, high taxes, and tariffs on consumer goods. 

The time from 1870 to 1890 was the time of the last Indian wars. Many Indians agreed to live in the 

so-called reservations, but white settlers didn't keep their promises and fought with the Indians. 

Finally, in 1887, Congress passed a law which was supposed to help Indians, allowing them to own 

land of their own. But very often it was the land that nobody else wanted. With the exception of the 

purchase of Alaska from Russia in 1867 for over 7 million dollars (where the gold rush started in 1880 

and after that were founded great resources of copper and oil), American territory had remained fixed 

since 1848. At that time about 76 million people lived in its 45 states. In the 1890s a new spirit of 

expansion took hold. The United States followed the lead of northern European nations in asserting a 

duty to "civilize" the peoples of Asia, Africa, and Latin America. After American newspapers 

published lurid accounts of atrocities in the Spanish colony of Cuba, the United States and Spain went 

to war in 1898. When the war was over, the United States had gained a number of possessions from 

Spain: Cuba, the Philippines, Puerto Rico, and Guam. The United States also acquired the Hawaiian 

Islands. Also the USA and Germany agreed to divide the Samoan islands between them; in this way 

the US got another Pacific possession - it became known as American Samoa. Yet Americans, who 

had themselves thrown off the shackles of empire, were not comfortable with administering one. In 

1902 American troops left Cuba, although the new republic was required to grant naval bases to the 

United States. The Philippines obtained limited self-government in 1907 and complete independence 

in 1946. Puerto Rico became a self-governing commonwealth within the United States, and Hawaii 

became a state in 1959 (as did Alaska). But holding the territory in both the Atlantic and Pacific 

Oceans, the USA decided to build a canal across Panama, the narrowest area of land between the 

Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. Panama agreed, and in 1903 Theodore Roosevelt (he was one of the most 

popular Presidents in American history; a popular toy, the Teddy Bear, was named for him) gave the 

order to start work (in 1914 the first ship passed through the Panama Canal). About 1900 the 

Progressive Movement arose to reform society and individuals through government action. The 

movement's supporters were primarily economists, sociologists, technicians, and civil servants who 

sought scientific, cost-effective solutions to political problems. Social workers went into the slums to 
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establish settlement houses, which provided the poor with health services and recreation. 

Prohibitionists demanded an end to the sale of liquor, partly to prevent the suffering that alcoholic 

husbands inflicted on their wives and children. In the cities, reform politicians fought corruption, 

regulated public transportation, and built municipally owned utilities. States passed laws restricting 

child labor, limiting workdays, and providing compensation for injured workers. There were also some 

laws connected with ways of financing water supply to dry farmland, with government loans to help 

farmers, with setting up national forests and parks, with selling dangerous foods and medicines, etc. 

Some Americans favored more radical ideologies. The Socialist Party, led by Eugene V. Debs, 

advocated a peaceful, democratic transition to a state-run economy. But socialism never found a solid 

footing in the United States — the party's best showing in a presidential race was 6 percent of the vote 

in 1912. In 1912 Americans elected another reformer to the White House- Woodrow Wilson. At that 

time diamonds were discovered in Arkansas; Henry Ford invented an assembly line, which made the 

production of cars easier and cheaper and started to produce his cars; the Wrights brothers made first 

flies on their plane. 

The American Constitution 

The Articles of Confederation failed as a governing document for the United States because the 

states did not cooperate as expected. When it came time to pay wages to the national army or the war 

debt to France, some states refused to contribute. To cure this weakness, the congress asked each state 

to send a delegate to a convention. The so-called Constitutional Convention met in Philadelphia in 

May of 1787, with George Washington presiding. The delegates struck a balance between those who 

wanted a strong central government and those who did not. The resulting master plan, or Constitution, 

set up a system in which some powers were given to the national, or federal, government, while others 

were reserved for the states. The Constitution divided the national government into three parts, or 

branches: the legislative (the Congress, which consists of a House of Representatives and a Senate), 

the executive (headed by the president), and the judicial (the federal courts). Called "separation of 

powers," this division gives each branch certain duties and substantial independence from the others. It 

also gives each branch some authority over the others through a system of "checks and balances." Here 

are a few examples of how checks and balances work in practice.  

If Congress passes a proposed law, or "bill," that the president considers unwise, he can veto it. 

That means that the bill is dead unless two-thirds of the members of both the House and the Senate 

vote to enact it despite the president's veto.  

If Congress passes, and the president signs, a law that is challenged in the federal courts as 

contrary to the Constitution, the courts can nullify that law. (The federal courts cannot issue advisory 

or theoretical opinions, however; their jurisdiction is limited to actual disputes.)  

The president has the power to make treaties with other nations and to make appointments to 

federal positions, including judgeships. The Senate, however, must approve all treaties and confirm the 

appointments before they can go into effect.  

 

The Bill of Rights 

The Constitution written in Philadelphia in 1787 could not go into effect until it was ratified by 

a majority of citizens in at least 9 of the then 13 U.S. states. During this ratification process, 
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misgivings arose. Many citizens felt uneasy because the document failed to explicitly guarantee the 

rights of individuals. The desired language was added in 10 amendments to the Constitution, 

collectively known as the Bill of Rights.  

The Bill of Rights guarantees Americans freedom of speech, of religion, and of the press. They 

have the right to assemble in public places, to protest government actions, and to demand change. 

There is a right to own firearms. Because of the Bill of Rights, neither police officers nor soldiers can 

stop and search a person without good reason. Nor can they search a person's home without permission 

from a court to do so. The Bill of Rights guarantees a speedy trial to anyone accused of a crime. The 

trial must be by jury if requested, and the accused person must be allowed representation by a lawyer 

and to call witnesses to speak for him or her. Cruel and unusual punishment is forbidden. With the 

addition of the Bill of Rights, the Constitution was ratified by all 13 states and went into effect in 

1789. Since then 17 other amendments have been added to the Constitution. Perhaps the most 

important of these are the Thirteenth and Fourteenth, which outlaw slavery and guarantee all citizens 

equal protection of the laws, and the Nineteenth, which gives women the right to vote.  

 

The Legislative Branch. The Congress 

The legislative branch -- the Congress -- is made up of elected representatives from each of the 

50 states. It is the only branch of U.S. government that can make federal laws, levy federal taxes, 

declare war, and put foreign treaties into effect. Members of the House of Representatives are elected 

to two-year terms. Each member represents a district in his or her home state. The number of districts 

is determined by a census, which is conducted every 10 years. The most populous states are allowed 

more representatives than the smaller ones, some of which have only one. In all, there are 435 

representatives in the House. Senators are elected to six-year terms. Each state has two senators, 

regardless of population. Senators' terms are staggered, so that one-third of the Senate stands for 

election every two years. There are 100 senators. To become a law, a bill must pass both the House 

and the Senate. After the bill is introduced in either body, it is studied by one or more committees, 

amended, voted out of committee, and discussed in the chamber of the House or Senate. If passed by 

one body, it goes to the other for consideration. When a bill passes the House and the Senate in 

different forms, members of both bodies meet in a "conference committee" to iron out the differences. 

Groups that try to persuade members of Congress to vote for or against a bill are called "lobbies." They 

may try to exert their influence at almost any stage of the legislative process. Once both bodies have 

passed the same version of a bill, it goes to the president for approval.  

 

The Executive Branch 

The chief executive of the United States is the president, who together with the vice president is 

elected to a four-year term. As a result of a constitutional amendment that went into effect in 1951, a 

president may be elected to only two terms. Other than succeeding a president who dies or is disabled, 

the vice president's only official duty is presiding over the Senate. The vice president may vote in the 

Senate only to break a tie. The president's powers are formidable but not unlimited. As the chief 

formulator of national policy, the president proposes legislation to Congress. As mentioned previously, 

the president may veto any bill passed by Congress. The president is commander-in-chief of the armed 

forces. The president has the authority to appoint federal judges as vacancies occur, including justices 
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of the Supreme Court. As head of his political party, with ready access to the news media, the 

president can easily influence public opinion. Within the executive branch, the president has broad 

powers to issue regulations and directives carrying out the work of the federal government's 

departments and agencies. The president appoints the heads and senior officials of those departments 

and agencies. Heads of the major departments, called "secretaries," are part of the president's cabinet. 

The majority of federal workers, however, are selected on the basis of merit, not politics. 

 

The President of the United States 

The President is the Head of the Executive Branch and generally viewed as the head of the U.S. 

Government. While he does have significant power, his power is limited by the Constitution. 

Specifically, the Constitution assigns the following powers to the President:  

Commander in Chief of the Armed Forces  

Make treaties, with two-thirds consent of the Senate  

Receive ambassadors and other public ministers from foreign countries  

Appoint ambassadors, Supreme Court justices, federal judges, and any officials as provided for 

by the Congress, with the approval of the Senate  

Give an annual State of the Union Address to Congress  

Recommend legislation to Congress  

Convene Congress on extraordinary occasions  

Adjourn Congress, in cases of a disagreement about adjournment  

"Take care that the laws be faithfully executed"  

Fill in administrative vacancies during Congressional recesses  

Grant reprieves and pardons for offences against the U.S.  

As Head of State, the President meets with the leaders of other countries. He has the power to 

recognize those lands as official countries and to make treaties with them. However, the Senate must 

approve any treaty before it becomes official. The President also has the power to appoint ambassadors 

to other countries, with the Senate’s approval. The President is also the official head of the U.S. 

military. As Commander in Chief, he can authorize the use of troops overseas without declaring war. 

To declare war officially, though, he must get the approval of the Congress. The President’s 

administrative duties include appointing the heads of each Executive Branch department. Of course, 

these appointments are subject to the approval of the Senate. The President also has the power to 

request the written opinion of the head of each Executive Branch department, regarding any subject 

relating to their department. 
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The Presidents of the United States 

#  

PRESIDENT  

VICE PRESIDENT  

TERM  

PARTY 

 

1  

George Washington  

John Adams 

 John Adams  

1789-1793 

 1793-1797  

None 

 

2  

John Adams  

Thomas Jefferson  

1797-1801  

Federalist 

 

3  

Thomas Jefferson  

Aaron Burr 

 George Clinton  
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1801-1805 

 1805-1809  

Democratic-Republican 

 

4  

James Madison  

George Clinton 

 Elbridge Gerry  

1809-1813 

 1813-1817  

Democratic-Republican 

 

5  

James Monroe  

Daniel D. Tompkins  

1817-1825  

Democratic-Republican 

 

6  

John Quincy Adams  

John C. Calhoun  

1825-1829  

Democratic-Republican 

 

7  
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Andrew Jackson  

John C. Calhoun 

 Martin Van Buren  

1829-1833 

 1833-1837  

Democrat 

 

8  

Martin Van Buren  

Richard M. Johnson  

1837-1841  

Democrat 

 

9  

William Henry Harrison  

John Tyler  

1841  

Whig 

 

10  

John Tyler  

None  

1841-1845  

Whig 
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11  

James K. Polk  

George M. Dallas  

1845-1849  

Democrat 

 

12  

Zachary Taylor  

Millard Fillmore  

1849-1850  

Whig 

 

13  

Millard Fillmore  

None  

1850-1853  

Whig 

 

14  

Franklin Pierce  

William R. King  

1853-1857  

Democrat 

 

15  
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James Buchanan  

John C. Breckinridge  

1857-1861  

Democrat 

 

16  

Abraham Lincoln  

Hannibal Hamlin 

 Andrew Johnson  

1861-1865 

 1865  

Republican 

 

17  

Andrew Johnson  

None  

1865-1869  

Democrat 

 

18  

Ulysses S. Grant  

Schuyler Colfax 

 Henry Wilson  

1869-1873 

 1873-1877  



 

89 

 

Republican 

 

19  

Rutherford B. Hayes  

William A. Wheeler  

1877-1881  

Republican 

 

20  

James Garfield  

Chester A. Arthur  

1881-1881  

Republican 

 

21  

Chester A. Arthur  

None  

1881-1885  

Republican 

 

22  

Grover Cleveland  

Thomas A. Hendricks  

1885-1889  

Democratic 
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23  

Benjamin Harrison  

Levi P. Morton  

1889-1893  

Republican 

 

24  

Grover Cleveland  

Adlai E. Stevenson  

1893-1897  

Democratic 

 

25  

William McKinley  

Garret A. Hobart 

 Theodore Roosevelt  

1897-1901 

 1901  

Republican 

 

26  

Theodore Roosevelt  

Charles W. Fairbanks  

1901-1905 
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 1905-1909  

Republican 

 

27  

William H. Taft  

James S. Sherman  

1909-1913  

Republican 

 

28  

Woodrow Wilson  

Thomas R. Marshall  

1913-1917 

 1917-1921  

Democrat 

 

29  

Warren G. Harding  

Calvin Coolidge  

1921-1923  

Republican 

 

30  

Calvin Coolidge  

Charles G. Dawes  
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1923-1925 

 1925-1929  

Republican 

 

31  

Herbert C. Hoover  

Charles Curtis  

1929-1933  

Republican 

 

32  

Franklin D. Roosevelt  

John N. Garner 

 Henry A. Wallace 

 Harry S. Truman  

1933-1941 

 1941-1945 

 1945  

Democrat 

 

33  

Harry S. Truman  

Alben Barkley  

1945-1949 

 1949-1953  
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Democrat 

 

34  

Dwight D. Eisenhower  

Richard M. Nixon  

1953-1961  

Republican 

 

35  

John F. Kennedy  

Lyndon B. Johnson  

1961-1963  

Democrat 

 

36  

Lyndon B. Johnson  

None 

 Hubert H. Humphrey  

1963-1965 

 1965-1968  

Democrat 

 

37  

Richard M. Nixon  

Spiro T. Agnew 
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 Gerald R. Ford  

1969-1973 

 1973-1974  

Republican 

 

38  

Gerald R. Ford  

Nelson A. Rockefeller  

1974-1977  

Republican 

 

39  

Jimmy Carter  

Walter F. Mondale  

1977-1981  

Democrat 

 

40  

Ronald W. Reagan  

George H.W. Bush 

 George H.W. Bush  

1981-1985 

 1985-1989  

Republican 
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41  

George Herbert Walker Bush  

Dan Quayle  

1989-1993  

Republican 

 

42  

William J. Clinton  

Albert Gore Jr.  

1993-1997 

 1997-2001  

Democrat 

 

43  

George Walker Bush  

Richard B. Cheney  

2001-2009  

Republican 

 

 

44 

Barack Obama 

Joe Biden 

2009- 

Democrat 
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The President's Cabinet 

The purpose of the Cabinet is to advise the President on matters relating to the duties of their 

respective offices. As the President's closest and most trusted advisors, members of the Cabinet attend 

weekly meetings with the President. The Constitution does not directly mention a "Cabinet," but the 

Constitutional authority for a Cabinet is found in Article II, Section 2. The Constitution states that the 

President "may require the opinion, in writing of the principle officer in each of the executive 

departments, upon any subject relating to the duties of their respective offices." The Constitution does 

not say which or how many executive departments should be created. The Cabinet traditionally 

includes the Vice President and the heads of 15 executive departments. When requested by the 

President, other officials are asked to attend these weekly meetings. The 15 Secretaries from the 

executive departments are appointed by the President, and they must be confirmed by a majority vote 

(51 votes) of the Senate. They cannot be a member of Congress or hold any other elected office. 

Cabinet appointments are for the duration of the administration, but the President may dismiss any 

member at any time, without approval of the Senate. In addition, they are expected to resign when a 

new President takes office.  

The Judicial Branch of the USA 

The judicial branch is headed by the U.S. Supreme Court, which is the only court specifically 

created by the Constitution. In addition, Congress has established 13 federal courts of appeals and, 

below them, about 95 federal district courts. The Supreme Court meets in Washington, D.C., and the 

other federal courts are located in cities throughout the United States. Federal judges are appointed for 

life or until they retire voluntarily; they can be removed from office only via a laborious process of 

impeachment and trial in the Congress. The federal courts hear cases arising out of the Constitution 

and federal laws and treaties, maritime cases, cases involving foreign citizens or governments, and 

cases in which the federal government is itself a party. The Supreme Court consists of a chief justice 

and eight associate justices. With minor exceptions, cases come to the Supreme Court on appeal from 

lower federal or state courts. Most of these cases involve disputes over the interpretation and 

constitutionality of actions taken by the executive branch and of laws passed by Congress or the states 

(like federal laws, state laws must be consistent with the U.S. Constitution).  

 

The Supreme Court 

The Supreme Court of the United States consists of nine justices appointed for life by the 

President with the advice and consent of the Senate. One justice is appointed as the Chief Justice and 

has additional administrative duties related both to the Supreme Court and to the entire federal court 

system. The Supreme Court meets on the first Monday of October each year and usually continues in 

session through June. The Supreme Court receives and disposes of about 5,000 cases each year, most 

by a brief decision that the subject matter is either not proper or not of sufficient importance to warrant 

review by the full court. Cases are heard by all the justices sitting together in open court. Each year the 

court decides about 150 cases of great national importance and interest, and about three-fourths of such 

decisions are announced in full published opinions. The Supreme Court is located across the street 

from the U.S. Capitol Building in Washington, D.C.  
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Political parties and elections in the USA 

Americans regularly exercise their democratic rights by voting in elections and by participating 

in political parties and election campaigns. Today, there are two major political parties in the United 

States, the Democratic and the Republican. The Democratic Party evolved from the party of Thomas 

Jefferson, formed before 1800. The Republican Party was established in the 1850s by Abraham 

Lincoln and others who opposed the expansion of slavery into new states then being admitted to the 

Union. The Democratic Party is considered to be the more liberal party, and the Republican, the more 

conservative. Democrats generally believe that government has an obligation to provide social and 

economic programs for those who need them. Republicans are not necessarily opposed to such 

programs but believe they are too costly to taxpayers. Republicans put more emphasis on encouraging 

private enterprise in the belief that a strong private sector makes citizens less dependent on 

government. Both major parties have supporters among a wide variety of Americans and embrace a 

wide range of political views. Members, and even elected officials, of one party do not necessarily 

agree with each other on every issue. Americans do not have to join a political party to vote or to be a 

candidate for public office, but running for office without the money and campaign workers a party 

can provide is difficult. Minor political parties -- generally referred to as "third parties" -- occasionally 

form in the United States, but their candidates are rarely elected to office. Minor parties often serve, 

however, to call attention to an issue that is of concern to voters, but has been neglected in the political 

dialogue. When this happens, one or both of the major parties may address the matter, and the third 

party disappears. At the national level, elections are held every two years, in even-numbered years, on 

the first Tuesday following the first Monday in November. State and local elections often coincide 

with national elections, but they also are held in other years and can take place at other times of year. 

Americans are free to determine how much or how little they become involved in the political process. 

Many citizens actively participate by working as volunteers for a candidate, by promoting a particular 

cause, or by running for office themselves. Others restrict their participation to voting on election day, 

quietly letting their democratic system work, confident that their freedoms are protected.  

 

American education 

American education is a complex topic because a single school can draw upon resources from 

several different public and private institutions. For example, a student may attend a private high 

school whose curriculum must meet standards set by the state, some of whose science courses may be 

financed by federal funds, and whose sports teams may play on local, publicly owned fields. Despite 

this complexity, however, it is possible to describe the broad contours of American education. Almost 

90 percent of American students below the college level attend public elementary and secondary 

schools, which do not charge tuition but rely on local and state taxes for funding. Traditionally, 

elementary school includes kindergarten through the eighth grade. In some places, however, 

elementary school ends after the sixth grade, and students attend middle school, or junior high school, 

from grades seven through nine. Similarly, secondary school, or high school, traditionally comprises 

grades nine through twelve, but in some places begins at the tenth grade. Most of the students who do 

not attend public elementary and secondary schools attend private schools, for which their families pay 

tuition. Four out of five private schools are run by religious groups. In these schools religious 

instruction is part of the curriculum, which also includes the traditional academic courses. (Religious 

instruction is not provided in public schools.) There is also a small but growing number of parents who 

educate their children themselves, a practice known as home schooling. The United States does not 

have a national school system. Nor, with the exception of the military academies (for example, the 
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U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland), are there schools run by the federal government. But 

the government provides guidance and funding for federal educational programs in which both public 

and private schools take part, and the U.S. Department of Education oversees these programs. In 

American parlance, a college is a four-year institution of higher learning that offers courses in related 

subjects. A liberal arts college, for example, offers courses in literature, languages, history, philosophy, 

and the sciences, while a business college offers courses in accounting, investment, and marketing. 

Many colleges are independent and award bachelor's degrees to those completing a program of 

instruction that typically takes four years. But colleges can also be components of universities. A large 

university typically comprises several colleges, graduate programs in various fields, one or more 

professional schools (for example, a law school or a medical school), and one or more research 

facilities. (Americans often use the word "college" as shorthand for either a college or a university.) 

Every state has its own university, and some states operate large networks of colleges and universities: 

The State University of New York, for instance, has more than 60 campuses in New York State. Some 

cities also have their own public universities. In many areas, junior or community colleges provide a 

bridge between high school and four-year colleges for some students. In junior colleges, students can 

generally complete their first two years of college courses at low cost and remain close to home. 

Unlike public elementary and secondary schools, public colleges and universities usually charge 

tuition. However, the amount often is much lower than that charged by comparable private institutions, 

which do not receive the same level of public support. Many students attend college -- whether public 

or private -- with the benefit of federal loans that must be repaid after graduation. About 25 percent of 

colleges and universities are privately operated by religious groups. Most of these are open to students 

of all faiths. There are also many private institutions with no religious ties. Whether public or private, 

colleges depend on three sources of income: student tuition, endowments (gifts made by benefactors), 

and government funding. There is no clear distinction between the quality of education provided at 

public and private colleges or institutions. The public universities of California and Virginia, for 

example, are generally rated on a par with the Ivy League, an association of eight prestigious private 

schools in the northeastern United States. This does not mean that all institutions are equal, however. 

A student who has graduated from a highly regarded college may have a distinct advantage as he or 

she seeks employment. Thus, competition to get into the more renowned schools can be intense. A 

college student takes courses in his or her "major" field (the area of study in which he or she chooses 

to specialize), along with "electives" (courses that are not required but chosen by the student). It has 

been estimated that American colleges and universities offer more than 1,000 majors. Each of the 50 

states has its own laws regulating education. From state to state, some laws are similar while others are 

not. Although there is no national curriculum in the United States, certain subjects are taught in 

virtually all elementary and secondary schools throughout the country. Almost every elementary 

school, for example, teaches mathematics; language arts (including reading, grammar, writing, and 

literature); penmanship; science; social studies (including history, geography, citizenship, and 

economics); and physical education. In many schools, children are taught how to use computers, which 

have also become integral parts of other courses. In addition to required courses -- for example, a year 

of American history, two years of literature, etc. -- secondary schools, like colleges, typically offer 

electives. Popular electives include performing arts, cooking, and "shop" (use of tools, carpentry, and 

repair of machinery).  

American holidays 

Americans share three national holidays with many countries: Easter Sunday, Christmas Day, 

and New Year's Day.  
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Easter, which falls on a spring Sunday that varies from year to year, celebrates the Christian 

belief in the resurrection of Jesus Christ. For Christians, Easter is a day of religious services and the 

gathering of family. Many Americans follow old traditions of coloring hard-boiled eggs and giving 

children baskets of candy. On the next day, Easter Monday, the president of the United States holds an 

annual Easter egg hunt on the White House lawn for young children.  

Christmas Day, December 25, is another Christian holiday; it marks the birth of the Christ 

Child. Decorating houses and yards with lights, putting up Christmas trees, giving gifts, and sending 

greeting cards have become traditions even for many non-Christian Americans.  

New Year's Day, of course, is January 1. The celebration of this holiday begins the night 

before, when Americans gather to wish each other a happy and prosperous coming year.  

 

Uniquely American holidays 

Eight other holidays are uniquely American (although some of them have counterparts in other 

nations). For most Americans, two of these stand out above the others as occasions to cherish national 

origins: Thanksgiving and the Fourth of July.  

Thanksgiving Day is the fourth Thursday in November, but many Americans take a day of 

vacation on the following Friday to make a four-day weekend, during which they may travel long 

distances to visit family and friends. The holiday dates back to 1621, the year after the Puritans arrived 

in Massachusetts, determined to practice their dissenting religion without interference. After a rough 

winter, in which about half of them died, they turned for help to neighboring Indians, who taught them 

how to plant corn and other crops. The next fall's harvest inspired the Pilgrims to give thanks by 

holding a feast. The Thanksgiving feast became a national tradition -- not only because so many other 

Americans have found prosperity but also because the Pilgrims' sacrifices for their freedom still 

captivate the imagination. To this day, Thanksgiving dinner almost always includes some of the foods 

served at the first feast: roast turkey, cranberry sauce, potatoes, pumpkin pie. Before the meal begins, 

families or friends usually pause to give thanks for their blessings, including the joy of being united for 

the occasion.  

The Fourth of July, or Independence Day, honors the nation's birthday -- the signing of the 

Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776. It is a day of picnics and patriotic parades, a night of 

concerts and fireworks. The flying of the American flag (which also occurs on Memorial Day and 

other holidays) is widespread. On July 4, 1976, the 200th anniversary of the Declaration of 

Independence was marked by grand festivals across the nation.  

Besides Thanksgiving and the Fourth of July, there are six other uniquely American holidays.  

Martin Luther King Day: The Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., an African-American clergyman, is 

considered a great American because of his tireless efforts to win civil rights for all people through 

nonviolent means. Since his assassination in 1968, memorial services have marked his birthday on 

January 15. In 1986, that day was replaced by the third Monday of January, which was declared a 

national holiday.  
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Presidents' Day: Until the mid-1970s, the February 22 birthday of George Washington, hero of 

the Revolutionary War and first president of the United States, was a national holiday. In addition, the 

February 12 birthday of Abraham Lincoln, the president during the Civil War, was a holiday in most 

states. The two days have been joined, and the holiday has been expanded to embrace all past 

presidents. It is celebrated on the third Monday in February.  

Memorial Day: Celebrated on the fourth Monday of May, this holiday honors the dead. 

Although it originated in the aftermath of the Civil War, it has become a day on which the dead of all 

wars, and the dead generally, are remembered in special programs held in cemeteries, churches, and 

other public meeting places.  

Labor Day: The first Monday of September, this holiday honors the nation's working people, 

typically with parades. For most Americans it marks the end of the summer vacation season, and for 

many students the opening of the school year.  

Columbus Day: On October 12, 1492, Italian navigator Christopher Columbus landed in the 

New World. Although most other nations of the Americas observe this holiday on October 12, in the 

United States it takes place on the second Monday in October.  

Veterans Day: Originally called Armistice Day, this holiday was established to honor 

Americans who had served in World War I. It falls on November 11, the day when that war ended in 

1918, but it now honors veterans of all wars in which the United States has fought. Veterans' 

organizations hold parades, and the president customarily places a wreath on the Tomb of the 

Unknowns at Arlington National Cemetery, across the Potomac River from Washington, D.C.  

 

Other celebrations 

While not holidays, two other days of the year inspire colorful celebrations in the United States. 

On February 14, Valentine's Day, (named after an early Christian martyr), Americans give presents, 

usually candy or flowers, to the ones they love. On October 31, Halloween (the evening before All 

Saints or All Hallows Day), American children dress up in funny or scary costumes and go "trick or 

treating": knocking on doors in their neighborhood. The neighbors are expected to respond by giving 

them small gifts of candy or money. Adults may also dress in costume for Halloween parties.  

Various ethnic groups in America celebrate days with special meaning to them even though 

these are not national holidays. Jews, for example, observe their high holy days in September, and 

most employers show consideration by allowing them to take these days off. Irish Americans celebrate 

the old country's patron saint, St. Patrick, on March 17; this is a high-spirited day on which many 

Americans wear green clothing in honor of the "Emerald Isle." The celebration of Mardi Gras -- the 

day before the Christian season of Lent begins in late winter -- is a big occasion in New Orleans, 

Louisiana, where huge parades and wild revels take place. As its French name implies (Mardi Gras 

means "Fat Tuesday," the last day of hearty eating before the penitential season of Lent), the tradition 

goes back to the city's settlement by French immigrants. There are many other such ethnic 

celebrations, and New York City is particularly rich in them.  
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